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Aug. 7th 
TBA 

Aug. 14th 
Cactus Jack 

Aug. 21st 
Steve French Band 

Aug. 28th 
The Radiators 

 

Sep. 4th 
Slingers 
Sep. 11th 

Play Skool 
Sep. 18th 

Pulse 
Sep. 25th 

Smokin Gun 
 

Oct. 2nd 
CRF 

Oct. 9th 
Brother Craig & 

The Monkfish 
Oct. 16th 
The Nag 
Oct. 23rd 

Fandango Brothers 
Oct. 30th 

Stumble Brothers 
 

Nov. 6th 
Sourmash 
Nov. 13th 
Adhesive 
Nov. 20th 

Electric Blues Band 
Nov. 27th 

Three Wheel Drive 

Live Music 
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Message from the Chair - page 2             Champion Beers of Scotland - page 14 
BBP News, Announcements - page 4     East Midlands Pubs of the Year - page 14 
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Save Ridleys Brewery - page 6               Beer prices Survey - page 20     
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FREE COPY - PLEASE TAKE ONE 
Over 4000 copies of this newsletter  

are produced by the Mansfield  
& Ashfield Branch of the  

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE          

BEER TENT AT MOORGREEN SHOW  
 

+ OTHER BEER FESTIVALS - See Pages 12 & 13   

Autumn 2005        The 
MOSS 

COTTAGE 
at 

RIPLEY  

Pictured above is David Brett presenting the 
Spring Pub of the Season certificate to Pearl 
of the Railway Inn, Mansfield - see page 7 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR 
 

A warm welcome to all our members, Old and New, Young 
and the more Mature, (I fall into the latter category). I have 
accepted re-election in June at our AGM  to be your Chairman 
again for the coming year. My name is Dave Brett, for the 
benefit of any of you who missed our AGM , which was held at 
the Amber Valley Rugby Club on 21st June. This was adver-
tised, both in our own "Booze News" and  "Whats Brewing"  
plus a branch e-mail. 

 

I have been an active CAMRA member since the early 1990's, 
firstly with our Derby branch, then transferring to the  Mansfield & Ashfield  branch with 
the boundary changes that were made in the late 1990's. 
 

Firstly, I would like to express my thanks to all of last years committee, who put in so 
much hard work for the branch for the benefit of all of us. I am lucky, that I have a first 
class team of totally unpaid volunteers, as in all CAMRA branches, to help me drive your  
Mansfield & Ashfield branch forward into 2006. I would hope to see many more of our 
new members this year, helping out with any of the many little jobs, that are so essential to 
promote our branch within the main CAMRA organisation. 
 

The branch should aim to achieve 3 major goals each year, and I would like to suggest that 
everyone could help our new Membership Secretary, Justine Wilkinson, who has now 
taken on this additional role, whilst still remaining as our Young Members Co-ordinator, 
achieve the new target of 350 sustained branch members, hopefully with a good 10% of 
these being under 26 years of age, as our primary goal for this new year.  

 

Our branches main fund raising events, are our three major beer festivals that we run each 
year, and I am sure that our Beer Festival Co-ordinator, Nigel Heathcote, together with his 
assistant, Jenny Wooliscroft would be more than grateful for any offers of your help, 
whether it should just be staffing at a festival, helping with the setting up before we open, 
or the knock-down and transfer to our container stores at the end of the show. 

 

None of the above could take place without all the hard work put in by our Treasurer, 
Keith Wells, who doubles up as our Press and Publicity Officer as well, and our new 
Branch Secretary, Primoz Revill, who are both working throughout the year, on the office 
side of your branch. 

 

Our Free news letter, "Booze News", which now has a print run of over 4000 copies,  
quarterly, is distributed all around our area by our members. It is compiled and edited by 
Brian Hayden, who would welcome any article, pub and beer information, or new adverts 
that you can provide. 

 

We also have to have, as laid down in CAMRA policy, a Pubs Officer, and I have no 
doubt that Bobby Wells would welcome any of your news and views of further develop-
ments within the many pubs and clubs we need to visit each year in our diverse and very 
well spread out area. 

 

Those of you with access to the internet, our Webmaster, Gus Manning also needs all the 
information you can provide, to ensure that our branch Web Site is maintained and fully…  

23 
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���������	
��� If you would like to advertise in this publication then contact the 
editor - the rates are: full page £68, half page £34, quarter page £17, (Special rates for 4  
adverts). Please note, Booze News is not a VAT registered concern. 

Booze News is copyright Mansfield & Ashfield Branch 
and CAMRA Ltd 2005.  


����� 	��� � �� This magazine is published by the Mansfield & Ashfield Branch of 
CAMRA. Any opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily endorsed by the 
editor or by CAMRA. BOOZE NEWS is printed by: Unwin Print, 5 New Hill, Farnsfield, 
Notts. NG22 8JN.  � 01623 882627: Evenings 01623 559667  �

   Deadline for Winter edition:  
   20th September 2005  
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Chairman            David Brett, � 01773 778316      E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Secretary             Primoz Revill,  � 01773 742555    E-Mail: primozrevill@yahoo.com 
 

Treasurer:            Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701       E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Beer Festival       Nigel Heathcote, � 01773 780727    
Coordinator         E-Mail: nigelheathcote@ntlworld.com 
 

Pubs Officer        Bobby Wells, � 01623 484701     
                            E-Mail: bobby.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Membership &    Justine Wilkinson , � 0115 953 6677  
Young Members E-Mail: jhwilkinson3011@yahoo.co.uk 
 

General Committee: 
              Jenny Woolliscroft, � 01773 776003         E-Mail: jennyjw@ntlworld.com 
 

                           Andrew Brett,  � 01773 778316                E-Mail: andrew.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

                                     Stuart Wells, � 01623 484701                   E-Mail: wells101uk@yahoo.co.uk 
 

                                     Steven Wells, � 0115 953 6677                 E-Mail: swells1705@yahoo.co.uk 
 

              Paul Wilson, � 0115 964 1435                  E-Mail: camraman@tiscali.co.uk 
 

	�	�������������  
Booze News     Brian Hayden,  � 01623 453148     E-Mail: brian.hayden@ntlworld.com 
                         120 Hill Crescent, Sutton in Ashfield, NG17 4JF 
 

Webmaster       Gus Manning, �  01623 471774      
                         E-Mail: gusinthepub@ntlworld.com 
 

Social Sec        Jenny Woolliscroft, � 01773 776003 
                         E-Mail: jennyjw@ntlworld.com 
 

Publicity           Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701         
                         E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Stillage             David Brett, � 01773 778316          
                         E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Vice Chairmen: Gus Manning & Keith Wells           

WEB SITE 
 
 

Why not visit 
our web  
site at:   

 

www.mansfieldcamra.org.uk 
or 

www.camra.org.uk/mansfield 

CAMRA HQ  
230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, 
Herts, AL1 4LW. 
�  01727 - 867201  
Web: www.camra.org.uk    
E-Mail: camra@camra.org.uk  
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…  up to date with all the branch news. 

 

We have a General Committee that meet each month in various locations, both in and out 
of our branch area, to ensure that the branch functions and maintains a good social life, to 
which all our members are welcome. We run a subsidised mini-bus to our main branch 
meeting on the first Tuesday of each month, and these again are held throughout our local 
and adjoining area, to plan the future of the Mansfield & Ashfield  branch of CAMRA. 
The dates of all these meetings are published in our news letter for the next quarter, why 
don’t you come along and join us, 'You might enjoy it'  

 

Our committee posts are listed in this news letter, but we can always use your help with 
the non committee posts, such as organising a trip to a local brewery, or an even longer 
trip spread over 3 / 4 days, much further a-field, such as the trip that has already been ar-
ranged to London and the GBBF. You will enjoy 3 days Bed & Breakfast at the "Hilton" 

for £175. This includes your train fares and a coach to your hotel. 

    
My thanks to all the branch members who proposed me again for this 
job. I hope that I can achieve all that you expect of me, over the com-
ing year. With your help, we can put Mansfield & Ashfield branch at 
the top again. 

 

Who can remember that great war time poster Your Country Needs 
You well perhaps we can all try to remember, Your Branch Needs 
You Too ! 

                                                                                                             David Brett 

YOUR BRANCH NEEDS 
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Don’t Miss The Booze News  
 

If you would like to ensure that you  
receive your copy of this newsletter 
then you can always opt in to our mail-
ing service. Please send four 1st class 
stamps to:  

Jenny Woolliscroft,  
Mansfield & Ashfield CAMRA,  
68A New Westwood,  
Westwood, Nottingham,  
NG16 5JD 

�������������������������������������������� ����
 
GAZUMPED! Unfortunately, 
Leadmill Brewery’s plans to 
continue  to improve their 
service to the general public 
of providing a great real-ale 

pub - the King William IV at Milton - has 
hit a snag. They have been gazumped and 
now no longer offer their superb range of 
beers - a loss to Leadmill and to the drinker 
who wants a good pint and a good choice.  
 
The Royal Oak, South Normanton now has 
4 real ales, recently these featured Rock Ale 
(Nottinham), Old Peculier (Theakston), Old 
Speckled Hen (Morland) and Crusader 
(Milestone). 
 
The Speed the Plough, Sutton in Ashfield 
and the Forest Tavern, Skegby both have 
leases available. Is there anybody out there 
who fancies a go at running a pub?  
 

Will you help us?  
With over 230 pubs in our area, it is very 
hard to keep track. Please let us know of 

anything which ought to be reported.  
                                                                     

             Thanks. 

Many Happy Returns to:  

 

Neil Cook (29th August), Keith Wells 
(29th September - 60 not out), Bobby 
Wells (16th November) and Justine  
Wilkinson (30th November). 
 

Congratulations go to: 
 

John & Celia West (7th August) and to 
Keith & Bobby Wells (5th October).  
 

If you are you a branch member whose 
birthday or anniversary is missing - then 
just let the editor know. 

IF THIS LITTLE BOX  
HAS CAUGHT YOUR  
EYE THEN IT WILL  

ALSO CATCH  
POTENTIAL  
CUSTOMERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See our advertising rates on page 22 

It is with great sadness that we have to 
report that Diana Heathcote has lost her 
fight against cancer.  Our commiserations 
and heartfelt thoughts go to all Diana’s 
friends and family, especially to Simon, 
Vicky and Elizabeth at this very trying 
time. 
Diana recently held the committee post of 
Membership Secretary and was largely 
responsible for this branch achieving over 
300 members. 
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What Does This All Mean For The East Midlands? 
 

Well, if you can follow the chart below it shows a comparison between our very own East 
Midlands with the average UK price. 
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PUB SURVEYS: 
One of the jobs of each Branch of CAMRA, is to survey all the pubs in its area. This is 
obviously a mammoth task, particularly as so many pubs do not serve 'Real Ale'. If you 
feel you can help by completing survey forms for your locals, these can be obtained from 
me, Bobby Wells, your current Pubs Officer, by emailing bobby.wells@ntlworld.com, or 
by contacting me or any other committee member. If there is no 'Real Ale', simply mark 
the forms 'NRA' in the top right hand corner. Otherwise complete as directed on the form, 
(don't worry, its not rocket science!)  
Alternatively, if you prefer company whilst doing this, why not join one of our regular 
Survey Trips? A mini-bus is provided, at a cost of £3.00/head, so no 'drinking/driving' 
needed! All members are welcome, and details will be given in Booze News, or can be 
obtained from me. Any Survey Trips should be booked through our Social Secretary, 
Jenny Woolliscroft, whose contact details are given in Booze News.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Bobby Wells 
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Beer Prices in Pubs Up By Over 4% but Real Ale  
Remains Best Value 

 

A survey of pub prices released by CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, shows that the 
average cost of real ale has risen to 215p a pint, whilst the cost of a pint of lager has risen 
to 236p. Over 1,000 pubs were surveyed. 

  

Across the board the smallest price rises were seen for real ales brewed by Britain’s small 
brewers where rises were only 2.4%. 

  

CAMRA Chief Executive Mike Benner said, “Small brewers have shown restraint in their 
price rises and although the real ale they produce is slightly more expensive than those 
from the global brewers, drinkers should be happy to pay a little extra for quality hand-
crafted brews which are full of taste”. 

  

Real ale remains excellent value, and is actually cheaper than mass-produced lagers.  
  

Mr Benner continued, “Real ale is a natural, living product and full of taste. The fact that 
lovingly produced real ale costs less than mass-produced lager means that real ale really is 
exceptional value for money.” 

  

Real cider prices have shown little increase and in some regions the average price has 
come down. Real cider is on average 10p a pint cheaper than the fizzy keg product. 

  

Key prices check 
  

·         Real ale prices have increased by 9 pence (4.42%) to 215 pence a pint  

 

·         Lager prices have increased by 11 pence (4.57%) to 236 pence a pint 

  

·         Cheapest region was the North West where real ale cost 184 pence a pint and a 
           lager cost 211 pence 

  

·         Dearest region was London where real ale cost 236 pence a pint and lager cost 
           254 pence 

  

·         Scotland experienced the largest rise in the cost of real ale. The price of a pint 
           rocketed by 8.07% 
  

·         Wales experienced the largest rise in the cost of lager. Price of a pint rocketed by 
           5.55% 

 

The surveying was carried out during February 2005. 1076 pubs were visited by branches 
throughout the UK. The pubs were a mixture of managed, tenanted and free houses and 
pubs owned by brewers and pub companies.  CAMRA has run an annual prices survey for 
the last 17 years and details of past surveys are available from CAMRA. The survey was 
carried out prior to the Budget - in that Budget ( of 16th March) Chancellor Gordon Brown 
raised excise duty by 2.6% by adding 1p to a pint of beer. When this filtered through to the 
bar it meant price rises of 5p to 10p. RPI, the most commonly used inflation measure, was 
3.2% in the year to February 2005. 
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Please Note: These are proposed venues which may 
change - consult the latest What’s Brewing to check. 
 

Aug. 2       Branch Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
Aug. 9       Beer Festival Meeting, Greyhound, Mans. Woodhouse 
Aug. 16      Committee Meeting, Ling Forest, Mansfield  
 

Sep. 6        Branch Meeting, Moot Hall, Nottingham  
Sep. 13      Beer Festival Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lower Bagthorpe 
Sep. 20      Committee Meeting, Station Hotel, Newstead  
 

Oct. 4         Branch Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lower Bagthorpe 
                  - this will involve the Branch Pub of the Season 
                  presentation and vote for Autumn pub of the Season 
Oct. 11       Beer Festival Meeting, Greyhound, Mans. Woodhouse 
Oct. 18       Committee Meeting, Royal Oak, South Normanton    

Nov. 1       Branch Meeting, Bold Forester, Mansfield  
                  - this will involve the Branch Pub of the Year 
                  presentation 
Nov. 8       Beer Festival Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lower Bagthorpe  
Nov. 15      Committee Meeting, Clock Inn, South Normanton  

��������	��������	��������	��������	� ���
CAMRA 

 

CAMRA 
MEETING 

HERE 
PLEASE 
JOIN US 

TUESDAY MEETINGS  
All 8.00 pm start unless stated 

Please note - transport is available to ALL our Branch Meetings 
Available seats on our trips are limited, so book your place as soon as possible. 

Trips are open to anybody who wishes to come along. Dates/venues may change 
so consult the latest What’s Brewing or call the Soc. Sec. The cost of a branch 

meeting or pub survey trip is £3. All other trips will be £5 or more - a £3 deposit is 
required for all trips.  

REGIONAL 
MEETINGS    

Sat. Sep. 10    
12.00 - 4.00 pm 

Derby 
Venue to be  

arranged  

PROPOSED TRIPS/EVENTS - contact Jenny on 01773 776003 unless stated 

August - Trip to the G.B.B.F. at London  
10 Sep. Ale Away Day to Sheffield 
Proposed Trips: Sarah Hughes Brewery, Durham Brewery, Milestone Brewery 
and Newby Wyke Brewery  
 

See the latest What’s Brewing for further details 

CAN’T ALWAYS GET TO OUR BRANCH MEETINGS 
BUT WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE ACTION?   
Make sure we have your up-to-date e-mail address on our secretary’s data 
base. Branch minutes and planned trips info will be e-mailed out to you. 
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Keep an eye on what’s happening at our web site www.oldpoets.co.uk or phone us on 01246 590888 

At Least SIX REAL ALES on hand pump plus up to FIVE REAL CIDERS 
straight from the cellar, FRUIT WINES, BELGIAN BOTTLED BEERS, 

SINGLE MALTS & GOOD QUALITY WINES  

· Folk/Blue Grass or Cajun Music every Sunday Night 
· Jam Nite 1st Tuesday, Poetry nite 2nd Tuesday each month plus 
· Open Acoustic Session on all the remaining Tuesdays 
· Quiz every Wednesday night @ 9.15 plus Snowball currently at 

£200+ 

 CHESTERFIELD CAMRA  
2004 WINTER 

PUB OF THE SEASON��
�����������	�
	�	�
����
���������	����������
����
����������������
�������������	���� ���

�	��  

 Hours of Opening 
 

Mon to Thurs – 12 till 2:30 
Then 5:00 till 11:00pm 

 

Open all day on Friday, 
Saturday & Sundays 

 

 Home Cooked Food 
available every session. 

Carvery Sunday Lunch till 
3:30pm. 

Order your own takeaway 
on Sunday evening. 

SAVE RIDLEY’S BREWERY - CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, has 
launched a petition to keep Ridley’s Brewery in Essex open following news in July that 
Greene King Brewery had purchased the company and planned to close the 163 year old 
brewery by the autumn. Over 1,300 people have signed the on-line petition in the first 24 
hours calling on Greene King to reconsider its decision to close the brewery and axe a 
number of Ridley beer brands. The petition also objects to any future plans to convert the 
brewery to any other use other than brewing. 
Mike Benner, CAMRA’s Chief Executive said, “Ridley’s has been family owned since 
1842, brewing excellent local beers. Greene King should reconsider its decision and sell 
the brewery as a going concern.”  
The petition can be found on the CAMRA website by visiting www.camraactionnetwork.
org.uk/ridleys 
Benner continued, “We have been delighted with the early response we have had to our 
petition to keep the Ridley’s Brewery open. To have over 1,300 people get behind the 
campaign in the first 24 hours shows that beer drinkers are concerned about losing a brew-
ery that is part of Britain’s brewing heritage and the possibility of losing some popular 
beers brewed in Essex. Benner concluded, “I would urge everybody who enjoys good beer 
and appreciates Britain’s unique brewing industry to sign the petition to help us show 
Greene King how unpopular their plan is to close this historic brewery in Essex.” 
More information: CAMRA Press Office – 01727 798443, Mike Benner – 07971591224 

��������	
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����������������	����
Complain to: Nottinghamshire C. C. Trading Standards Service, 100 Chesterfield 
Road South, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 7AQ    

�  01623 452005 Email mansfield.tss@nottscc.gov.uk 

�  

… off from a local we found a quicker way to get 
back to the train so we needn’t have gulped our 
drinks so quickly and the blasted train was late 
anyway!  
 

We had a disappointing turnout compared with our 
two previous ale away days this year, but as it is 
getting closer to the summer season it wasn’t too 
surprising. We started out with 10 members from 
Mansfield and Ashfield, and picked up 2 young 
members from Sheffield, 1 young member from 
York, and 2 members from Derby branch on our 
journey.  We had a really good day with fine beer, 
fine company and fine weather and although we 
managed to visit 9 pubs, I certainly would love to visit Lincoln again and try some of the 
other pubs that we didn’t get the chance to call in at.  
 

Looking forward to our next ale away day in September.                        Justine Wilkinson 

Train’s late but we’re still smiling – 
must be the beer! 

A warm welcome awaits one and all at 
The Royal Oak  

 

Water Lane, South Normanton, DE55 
2EE   Tel. 01773 861337 

 

Sunday carvery 12.00 - 2.00 pm   
3 course £6.95 

 

Always 4 outstanding quality real ales 
Old Speckled Hen permanent  + 3 other guest ales 

 

Beer Garden     Large car park at rear of pub 
 

CAMRA Pub of the season winter 2004 

THE ROYAL OAK  
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They had an open plan outdoor area with benches against walls rather than tables and 
chairs, there was also a covered area but with no seats underneath, our party decided to sit 
on the floor to keep cool.  
 

We crossed over the road to the Duke of Wellington 
next; there was nowhere to sit out side and very few 
tables and chairs inside, there were 2 pool tables 
though. There were also only 3 beers to choose from, 
John Smiths Cask, Greene King IPA and Black Sheep 
Bitter. The John Smiths Cask was apparently of very 
good quality and it made a change for the cask variety 
to be served rather than the John Smiths Smooth. The 
beers were served slightly cold but were good quality 
and obviously looked after. No cider for me, I settled 
for a white wine spritzer. 

 

Onto pub number 6, Forum a Wetherspoons pub. We 
chose a Wetherspoons, as I knew we’d be able to have 
food here. There were about 5 beers available including 
Harvestoun Schehalion, Burton Bitter, Marstons Pedigree, 
Titanic White Star and Greene King Abbot. I had a bottle 
of Weston’s Cider. The food was the regular fare from 
Wetherspoons - fairly good quality and relatively cheap. It 
was a nice place and very typical of Wetherspoons, with a 
no smoking section.  
 

After a bit of a let down with the last few pubs, we 
were hoping to find something a little more to our 
taste in our next pub, the Treaty of Commerce on the 
High Street and we weren’t let down. A Bateman’s 
pub, the Treaty of Commerce is almost hidden with 
shops on either side. The available beers were XB, 
XXXB, Salem Porter, Summer Swallow and Clarks 
Bursting Nectar - unfortunately I couldn’t spot any 
cider and I thought it was about time I had a soft drink 
so I had a coke. There was a good variety of food 
available at lunchtime, with a fair amount of seating 
inside and 10 tables outside. As it was still very warm outside we commandeered 4 of the 
available tables.  

 

Our final drinking spot was the Portland on Portland Street.  As it had taken a lot longer to 
reach the Victoria than planned earlier in the day we were running late for our final drink. 
So there was a very quick pit stop to sample the delights of this Good Beer Guide pub. I 
saw 7 beers available, Titanic Anchor, Hopback Summer Lightening, Brains Rev James, 
Brakspear Special and Belhaven Fruit Beer (I think that is what I wrote, but I’d had several 
ciders by now and my handwriting had gone a bit spidery!), they also had 2 ciders, 
Scrumpy Jack and Stowford Press (it’s a good job I like this cider, as it is widely available 
in Lincoln!). 2 continental beers and Gales fruit wine were also on offer. Following a tip ...  

Happy smiley drunks! 

Mmmm more beer! 

  Don’t be shy, Steven! 
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School Road, Lower Bagthorpe, Notts 
Telephone:  01773 810505 

 

A traditional 16 th Century Public 
House set in superb countryside sur-

roundings. 
 

An excellent selection of quality beers, wines and spirits. 
 

A good choice of real ale and guest ales every week. 
 

Live music every Saturday from 9pm 
 

Beer garden to rear with children’s play area. 
 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits all. 

��� �
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High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse.   
Tel. 01623 464403. 

 

Always 6 Traditional Ales  
 

Quiz Night on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 

 

Very Friendly Atmosphere                
Lounge and Tap Room 

 

CAMRA   
Good Beer Guide Entry 2005 

 

Winter 2003 Pub of the Season  

5 

SUMMER PUB OF THE SEASON 

 

At our branch meeting back in July, the 
Dixies Arms at Lower Bagthorpe was 
voted the Summer Pub of the Season - our 
branch meeting on 4th October will be 
held here. This will involve a certificate 
presentation and voting for the Branch 
Autumn Pub of the Season. 

Sometimes when I reflect on all the beer I 
drink, I feel ashamed. 
Then I look into the glass and think about 
the workers in the brewery and all of their 
hopes and dreams. If I didn't drink this 
beer, they might be out of work and their 
dreams would be shattered. I think, "It is 
better to drink this beer and let their 
dreams come true than be selfish and 
worry about my liver." 
 

                                                                                  --Babe Ruth 
 

Supplied by Stuart Johnson 
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They also served food, this was our designated refuel-
ing stop, I had a jacket potato and Steven had a 
cheese and ham toastie both very good quality and 
good value for money.  
 

Reluctantly we headed off for our next stop, just 
around the corner to the Strugglers Inn, we were 
pleasantly surprised to find this GBG entry very busy, 
fortunately we found two tables outside in the private 
beer garden for our 

group to sit and enjoy the sunshine.  With the sun on our 
back and lots of flowers surrounding us we had a choice 7 
regular beers – Bateman’s Dark Mild, XB, XXXB, Fullers 
London Pride, Black Sheep (very popular choice and very 
good quality apparently), Taylor Landlord, Greene King 
Abbot Ale, Bass, 1 guest – Exmoor Stallion and 3 fruit 
wines, no cider though. Food is usually served but the 
landlord and landlady were on holiday so was currently 
unavailable.                                                     
 

Still at the top of the hill we headed of to the Prince of Wales on Bailgate. This was not a 
good pub for real ale, whilst they had a few different beers to choose from the quality was 
not good, David sampled a London Pride and had to send it back immediately as it tasted 
like vinegar apparently and was undrinkable, there was also varying quality of the Spitfire 

that was available from just about drinkable to not bad. 
Bateman’s XB was available and again the quality was 
not great. Deuchers IPA was unavailable, the Bombardier 
sampled was not bad. I also had a poor choice of drinks 
available and settled for a diet coke. All in all it was not 
worth the walk up the hill, (had I not taken the group to 
the Victoria and Struggles Inn first I think I’d have been 
lynched!) The only redeeming feature of this pub was that 
there were 2 young members from Sheffield waiting to 
join us (there were 5 young members who turned out and 
this included me). 
 

Well we were hoping that our next stop would be better than the last one (well it couldn’t 
have been much worse) but before we got there we called in at a shop called The Beer 
Seller, Steven and I had stumbled across this shop at the end of last year when we were 
visiting the Christmas Market. They sell a wide range of bottled real ales, continental beers 
and bottled ciders - well worth a look for something to sit and drink at home. (Editor’s 
note: my thanks to Carl Brett for bringing me a bottle of Isle of Skye Red Cuillin from 
here - a rarity in Nottinghamshire but one of my favourite beers.)  
 

Back down the hill now and on to The Jolly Brewer on Broadgate (actually only up the 
road from Sippers where we started). This was an okay pub, it appeared to be a popular 
student hang out but they did have a few beers available, Young’s Bitter, Taylor’s Land-
lord, Bateman’s Valiant and 1 guest, Sunnydaze. Stowford Press cider was also available.  

Refreshment at last 

Cheers! 

Still smiling despite  poor beer 
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Ale Away Day to Lincoln Sat 18th June 2005 
 
A very hot and humid Saturday morning arrives, and Steven and I head off to the station in 
Hucknall to journey to Lincoln. We were joined by Paul and Tina and the four of us 
boarded the 9.58 am train to Lincoln with a change at Nottingham. The morning trains 
were running on time (see later in the tale about evening trains!) and we arrived in Lincoln 
about a little after 11.20 am. We headed to our first pub and meeting place of Sippers on 

Melville Street, opposite the bus station and 
close to the train station. Sippers has a very 
pleasant atmosphere with three rooms to sit in 
and several good quality beers to choose from, 
including Hop Back GFB, Deuchers IPA, Hop 
Back Summer Lightning, Milestone Black Pearl 
(Andrew has recently joined in at Milestone 
brewing a stronger version of the Black Pearl for 
the Derby Beer Festival), and Regal Blonde. 
Also available was Stowford Press Cider (which 
I happen to be quite fond of) and some bottled 
fruit beers (also a drink I’d choose). We were in 
Sippers quite a while as we knew that a few 

members were catching the later train (David started on half a pint but he was wearing a 
hole in the carpet back to the bar and switched to a pint glass).  
 

Our second port of call was the Victoria on Union 
Road. Anyone who has visited Lincoln before knows 
about a little hill known as Steep Hill, what I forgot 
to mention to those to whom Lincoln was a new 
place was the 1 in 2 incline to take us to our next few 
pubs (I thought I’d wait until everyone had at least 
one drink inside of them before making them walk). 
However, I had not taken into account how long it 
would take to reach the Victoria (it took us 45 min-
utes!) but it was well worth the walk. The Victoria 
has quite a few tables outside by the drawbridge of 
Lincoln Castle. By now it was getting on for 1.00pm 
and very warm (plus we’d just walked uphill for 30 
minutes!) so we were glad to be able to sit outside. 
There was a good range of good quality beers and other drinks to choose from including 3 
regular beers – Bateman’s XB, Castle Rock Harvest Pale, Taylor Landlord, 6 guest beers – 
including Elgoods Black Dog, Butcombe Gold, Osset Pale Gold, also 2 regular ciders – 
Biddenden and Stowford Press, a regular continental fruit beer – Leifmans Kriek (a very 
nice cherry beer, if you have a sweet tooth like me), 20 varieties of Gales fruit wine, 12 
continental bottled beers (6 of them were fruit beers) and for the drivers 5 varieties of Fen-
timans soft drinks including Ginger Beer, Dandelion and Burdock and Victorian Lemon-
ade. The Victoria has a proud certificate on the wall from CAMRA for having 20 years of 
continuous entry into the Good Beer Guide 1985 to 2004.  

Someone’s said something amusing! 

Do you think I should have warned 
them about Steep Hill! 
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CAMRA urges pub goers to have their say on English smoking ban  
 

CAMRA, the Campaign for Real Ale, has called on pub goers to respond to the latest 
Government proposal for a ban on smoking in pubs that serve food in England. CAMRA, 
the consumer group, is opposed to a total smoking ban in public houses and is calling on 
the Government to allow multi-room pubs to set aside one room for smokers. 
 

Mike Benner, Chief Executive: “Banning smoking only in pubs that serve prepared food is 
crazy and means pubs will be forced to choose between banning food or banning smokers. 
The impact will be fewer pubs serving food and those pubs that do not serve food may 
well become dominated by smokers. Turning smaller community pubs into smoking dens 
will benefit no one and we believe pubs with more than one room should be able to both 
welcome smokers and non-smokers alike. The Government should listen to the views of 
pub goers, who are the real experts on the pub environment.” 
 

CAMRA is calling on pub goers to support its proposals to allow multi room pubs to set 
aside one room for smokers and to make their views known to Government by emailing:  

 

smokefreelegislation@dh.gsi.gov.uk 

 

What are your views? If you want to air your opinions through this newsletter then write 
to the editor (address on page 2) - we will publish your name or publish in confidence - 
this is assuming that any correspondence is not vulgar or liable! 

MOSS COTTAGE 
Hotel & Restaurant 

 

Nottingham Road, Ripley 
DE5 3JT   Tel. 01773 742555 

 

SUPERB CHOICE OF 
QUALITY REAL ALES 

 

Multi-functional room can accommodate up to 50 
people for birthday parties, weddings, conferences, 

funerals and wakes 
 

Whether it be an informal buffet or a formal wedding  
breakfast the Moss Cottage Hotel can cater for your needs 
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HORSE & JOCKEY 
 

CHURCH LANE, 
SELSTON 

TEL. 01773 781012 
 

UP TO 6 CASK ALES 
2 FROM THE JUG  

 

Free House - the 14th  
Oldest Pub in Britain 

 

Lunches:  
Monday - Friday 

 

Hot Roast Cobs, Soup, 
Chips & Specials 

 

Open 12 to 3 & 5 to 11; Sunday 12 to 3 & 7 to 10.30 

Good Beer Guide Entry 2005 

If You’re Ever Travelling South To Hampshire and the Channel Ports .. 
 

or it could be Ride a Cock Horse to Banbury Cross  
 

Why not venture into Banbury - a delightful stone built market 
town, just off the M40? The Olde Reindeer, in Parsons Street, is 
only 3 minutes walk from the famous cross, where the A422, A423 
and A361 meet. It offers Hook Norton Hooky Dark, Best Bitter, 
Old Hooky, seasonal and guest beers.  
This 15th C. inn is of great local historical importance - Oliver 
Cromwell held court in the pub, arranging future battles. There are 
high beams, wooden floors and benches and the famous Globe 
Room, the panelling of which was stored at the Victoria and Albert 

Museum until 1946, it has now been returned. A warm, welcoming and relaxing pub, it 
also sells mulled and fruit wines.  
When I visited, the seasonal beer was 303AD at 4% ABV, a superb crisp, light beer, scor-
ing 3/5 on the CAMRA tasting scale. The Old Hooky at 4.6% was in sparkling form, scor-
ing 4/5. The special roast was lamb, consisting of a heap of thick slices served with roast 
or boiled potatoes, no less than five freshly cooked vegetables and lashings of gravy - all 
for only £4.95. No wonder the bars were heaving with a wide range of happy customers of 
all ages. This pub is a gem - personally recommended to me and I wholeheartedly recom-
mend it to you.     
                            John West (with acknowledgement to GBG for extra information) 
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THE  SHEPHERDS REST  
LOWER BAGTHORPE 
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This is a traditional English village pub, serving 
both “Real Ales”, and “Real Home-Cooked 
Food”, from our resident chef, Phil Reid. 

 

Ed. and Patricia Clarke extend a warm  
welcome to friends old and new. 

The 

Boundary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

At 
Broadmeadows 
 

Lea Vale, Broadmeadows, South Normanton  
                                                    Tel. 01773 819066 www.theboundary.co.uk 

Quiz Night every Thursday 
Live entertainment every  
Friday and Saturday 
Alfreton Big Band  
Alternate Mondays 
Food available every day: 
Wednesday - Curry Night 
Plus Traditional Sunday Carvery 
Function Suites available for hire 

FREE Indoor & 
Outdoor Children’s 

Play Area 

Up to 4 Real Ales 
Pedigree & Old Empire 
are the regulars + plenty 

of changing guests 

MERIDIAN SUITE SPECIALS 
Monthly LIVE TRIBUTE ACTS 
incl. 3-course meal: Disco: Tribute 

Artist: Late Bar - £19.95 
Quarterly SOUL & MOTOWN  

Parties: see regularly updated website for details  
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EAST MIDLANDS - PUBS OF THE YEAR 
 

The county round of judging for the Pub Of The Year has now been completed 
and the winners in our local counties are as follows: 
 

Derbyshire POTY: Peacock, Brampton, Chesterfield.  

 

Lincs POTY: 8 Jolly 
Brewers, Gainsborough.  

 

Notts POTY: Old Coach 
House, Southwell.  

 

Leics/Northants POTY:  
Cow & Plough, Oadby. 

 

These pubs will be going into the 
regional round where an overall 
CAMRA East Midlands Pub of the 
Year will be chosen. 

Black Gold wins Champion Beer of Scotland 
  

‘Black Gold’ (ABV 4.4%) from Cairngorm Brewery in Inverness-shire 
has been named as  the Champion Beer of Scotland 2005 at the Scottish 
Traditional Beer Festival, Edinburgh. Described as an award-winning 
Scottish Stout with a rich dark colour, traditional smooth sweetness and 
with an underlying hint of roast barley, it is a delicious cask ale. 
 CAMRA's Scottish Director Ken Davie said "This is more great news 
for Cairngorm Brewery following their victory last year with 
Tradewinds. The 2005 winner, Black Gold, is a superb Scottish stout and is a very worthy 
winner of Champion Beer of Scotland. I am sure Cairngorm will be absolutely over the 
moon to have won this award for the second year running. They are worthy winners and 
are currently brewing some superb beers as is shown by the fact they were also runner up 
in this competition with their previous winner Tradewinds." 
 Trade Winds (ABV 4.3%) gained second place this year; a light golden coloured ale with 

high proportion of wheat and corn which gives it a clean fresh taste; on 
top of which there is masses of hop, fruit and citrus flavours with elder 
flower on the nose.  

In third place was Black Cuillin from the Isle of Skye 
Brewery, described in The Good Beer Guide 2005 as ‘a 
complex, tasty brew worthy of its many awards.  Full-
bodied with a malty richness, malts do hold sway but 
there are plenty of hops and fruit to be discovered in its 
varied character.  A truly delicious Scottish old ale.’ 
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If You’re Hooked On Hook Norton Beers …..  

 

Why not visit the place where they’re brewed? The village of 
Hook Norton is only a ten minute drive south west of Banbury - 
take the A361, signposted Chipping Norton, and turn right half-
way there, following good signage to the village itself. When you 
reach the massed stone cottages, keep your nerve and follow the 
tortuous road through the large village until you see the Pear Tree 
Inn on your right. It’s a traditional, small 18th-century pub serving 
the full range of Hook Norton beers. It has a single, beamed bar, 
log fire and even has walking sticks for sale. There are outdoor 
tables at the front and the large rear garden has a children’s area. 
An annual beer festival is held in July, reasonably priced home-cooked food is on offer 
and B&B accommodation is available - a real country inn.  
To the right of the pub, Brewery Lane leads to the brewery itself - a stone built gem in a 
wooded hollow. The Hook Norton Brewery was founded in 1849 by John Harris, a farmer 
and malster. The current premises were built in 1900, and the brewery is one of the finest 
examples of a Victorian tower brewery, with a 25 hp steam engine for most of its motive 
power. The brewhouse is currently being  expanded, with new fermenters, copper, mash 
tun and a racking plant. All Hook Norton draught beers are cask-conditioned and dry 
hopped and all use water drawn from wells beneath the brewery, Maris Otter malt and 
English Challenger and Goldings hops. The beer range includes Hooky Dark (a new name 
for Dark Mild), Best Bitter, Generation, Old Hooky and a number of seasonal beers.  

There’s an interesting visitor centre explaining the history of the brewing process and a 
shop selling the beers and the usual souvenirs. Hook Norton owns 43 pubs and supplies 
around 500 free trade outlets and a visit is highly recommended. 

 

Hook Norton Brewery, The Brewery, Hook Norton, Banbury, Oxfordshire, OX15 5NY 
Tel. 01608 737210 (Brewery), 01608 730384 (Visitor Centre). Tours are by arrangement, 
visitor centre & shop open Mon-Fri, 9-5. Web site: www.hook-norton-brewery.co.uk            
 

                                           John West  
                                                         (with acknowledgement to GBG for extra information) 
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Bagthorpe Beer Festival  

 

At the “Good Beer Guide” Listed 

DIXIES ARMS 
School Road, Bagthorpe 

Near Underwood, Notts NG16 5HF 
 

Thur, 15th Sep 
5.00 pm to 11.00 pm 

 

Fri/Sat, 16th/17th Sep. 
12 noon to 11.00 pm 

 

Sunday, 18th Sep. 
12 noon to 10.30 pm 
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BEER FESTIVAL AT  
ELTON, MATLOCK 
Sat 20th Aug from 1pm 
Southern Beers, Ciders and 

Wines. Food available. 
Live music - Kick n Rush 

2.30 pm ish 
Local band 7.30 pm ish 

Twice Around 9.30pm ish 
FREE PARKING AND 

CAMPING 
£3 entry - £2 CAMRA 
members ALL DAY  
Children’s play area  

SUP UP SUNDAY from 1 
pm - FREE ENTRY 

Cricket match if dry - come 
on and drink us dry???? 

ALL welcome in the Peak  

29TH NOTTINGHAM CAMRA BEER 
& CIDER FESTIVAL  

 

 OCT 20-23 (Thursday-Sunday)  
Victoria Leisure Centre, Sneinton,  

Nottingham.   
 

Open: Thursday / Friday 11am-11pm;  
Saturday (earlybird start) 10am-11pm;  

Sunday noon-3pm.  

 

CAMRA members free admission all sessions. 
Charges are £2 Thursday & Friday before 5pm 
and all day Saturday; Thursday & Friday after 

5pm £4, Sunday free. 

  

Commemorative glass £2 or bring your own 
Govt stamped glass. Further details on  

www.nottinghamcamra.org      

Up to 25 
Real Ales 

and Ciders 
On sale at 
one time 

 

FREE 
ADMISSION  

 

Concessions for 
CAMRA  
members 

The Greyhound Inn  
1st Beer Festival  

 

12 YEARS LISTED IN THE 
“GOOD BEER GUIDE” 

THE GREYHOUND 
HIGH STREET  

MANSFIELD WOODHOUSE 
NOTTS NG19 8BD 

01623 464403 
 

15 REAL ALES + REAL CIDER 
 

NO LOUD MUSIC  

 

Starts FRIDAY 23rd SEPTEMBER 
FRI & SAT 12 noon to 11.00 pm 

SUN 12 noon to 10.30 pm 
��
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MOORGREEN SHOW 2005 
Saturday 27th to Monday 29th August 

 

Moorgreen Show Ground Watnall 
 

Come along to the show and 
visit the CAMRA Real Ale Tent  
Over 40 beers, lagers, ciders and fruit wines 

+ bottled beers, lagers, wines & spirits 
 

Saturday: 6-11 pm (Exhibitors, 
CAMRA members & guests only) 

Sunday: 11am-7pm (Open to public) 
Monday: 10am-7pm (Open to public) 

 

Evening Entertainment - Free Admission 
Saturday: No Fixed Abode (Una) - Irish folk duo 

Sunday: Classic Soul/Motown Disco 
 

Daytime Admission to the 40 acre Show Ground:  
£5.00 CAMRA members,  

Non-members £7.50 - accompanied children under 15 free   

CAMRA Bar at the 2003 Show 

NORTH NOTTS   
BEER FESTIVAL  

 

16-17-18 September  
 

New Venue:  
CERES SUITE 
Queen Building 

Potter St. Worksop 
Over 50 Real Ales, 

Ciders, etc. 
Food available 

 

Fri/Sat: 11am-11pm 
£3 (CAMRA £2)  

includes festival glass 
Sun: 12-3 - Free 

Erewash Valley 
10th Annual 
Beer Festival  

 

November  
18-19  

(Friday-
Saturday)  

 

Friesland Sport 
Centre,  
Nursery  
Avenue,  

Sandiacre,  
Derbyshire  

PETERBOROUGH BEER 
FESTIVAL  

AUG 23-28 (Tue-Sun)  
  

350 or more draught real ales 
plus cider, perry and  

continental bottled beers. 
  

Live music, food, pub games 
etc. 

  

All in giant marquees by the 
river on the embankment.  

We have cancelled the mud  
for this year as it wasn't  

all that popular 
 

www.camra.org.uk/peterborough 


