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Feb. 5 
Jelly Roll Jackson 

Feb. 12 
Radiators 

Feb. 19 
Ruff & Ready 

Band 
Feb. 26 

Three Wheel 
Drive 
Mar. 5 

Scoobies 
Mar. 12 

Bridal Fury 
Mar. 19 

RIM  
(REM Tribute) 

Mar. 26 
Humming Birds 

Apr. 2 
Jug O Punch 

Apr. 9 
Electric Blues 
Houseband 

Apr. 16 
High Ground 

Apr. 23 
Burlesque 
Apr. 30 
Pulse 
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Pub of the Season - see page 8 

Supported by: 

C A M R A 

FEATURES: 
2 - What’s On                     8 - Newstead, Westwood & Brinsley 
3 - Container Work           10 - If You’re Ever in Aberdeen 
5 - Pubs Officer Corner     12 - Beer Festivals                    
     Many Happy Returns   14 - North Norfolk, anyone?   21 - Leesam Travel 
6 - Old Reindeer               18 - Spire Brewery                  22 - Contacts 
8 - BBP News                   20 - Beer Snippets                23 - Join CAMRA 

FREE COPY - PLEASE TAKE ONE 
Over 4000 copies of this newsletter  

are produced by the Mansfield  
& Ashfield Branch of the  

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE          

MANSFIELD BEER & CIDER FESTIVAL 2006  
 

Thursday to Sunday, 6th to 9th April (see centre pages)  

SPRING 2006        The 
MOSS 

COTTAGE 
at 

RIPLEY  
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Please Note: These are proposed venues which may 
change - consult the latest What’s Brewing to check. 
 

Feb. 7        Branch Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
Feb. 14      Beer Festival Meeting, Plough Inn, Farnsfield 
Feb. 21      Committee Meeting, Robin Hood, Brinsley 

Mar. 7        Branch Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lower Bagthorpe 
Mar. 14      Beer Festival Meeting, Railway Inn, Mansfield 
Mar. 21      Committee Meeting, Royal Oak, South Normanton 
Apr. 4        Branch Meeting, Old Reindeer, Edingley - this 
                  meeting will involve the Winter Pub of the Season 
                  presentation  and voting for the Spring winner. 
Apr. 11      Beer Festival Meeting, Shepherds Rest, L. Bagthorpe 
Apr. 18      Committee Meeting, Ling Forest, Mansfield 

May 2        Branch Meeting, Greyhound, Mansfield Woodhouse 
May 9        Beer Festival Meeting, Station Hotel, Newstead 
May 16      Committee Meeting, Black Bull, Blidworth 

��������	��������	��������	��������	� ���
CAMRA 

 

CAMRA 
MEETING 

HERE 
PLEASE 
JOIN US 

TUESDAY MEETINGS  
All 8.00 pm start unless stated 

REGIONAL 
MEETINGS  

Sat. 4th March 
  12 noon start 
Approx. 4 pm 

finish 
Dog & Bone 

Lincoln 

CAN’T ALWAYS GET TO OUR BRANCH MEETINGS 
BUT WANT TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH THE ACTION?   
Make sure we have your e-mail address on our secretary’s data 

base. Meetings and planned trips info will be e-mailed out to you. 
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Complain to: Nottinghamshire C. C. Trading Standards Service, 
100 Chesterfield Road South, Dale Close, Mansfield, NG19 7AQ   

 �  01623 452005 Email mansfield.tss@nottscc.gov.uk 
�  �  
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���� If you would like to advertise in this publication then contact the 
editor - the rates are: full page £68, half page £34, quarter page £17, (Special rates for 4  
adverts). Please note, Booze News is not a VAT registered concern. 

Booze News is copyright Mansfield & Ashfield Branch 
and CAMRA Ltd 2006.  

������ 
��� � �� This magazine is published by the Mansfield & Ashfield Branch of 
CAMRA. Any opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily endorsed by the 
editor or by CAMRA. BOOZE NEWS is printed by: Unwin Print, 5 New Hill, Farnsfield, 
Notts. NG22 8JN.  � 01623 882627: Evenings 01623 559667  �

   Deadline for Summer edition:  
   21st March 2006  
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Chairman            David Brett, � 01773 778316      E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Secretary             Primoz Revill,  � 01773 742555     
 

Treasurer:            Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701       E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Beer Festival       Nigel Heathcote, � 01773 780727    
Coordinator         E-Mail: nigelheathcote@ntlworld.com 
 

Pubs Officer        Bobby Wells, � 01623 484701     
                            E-Mail: bobbyrew1@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Membership &    Justine Wilkinson , � 0115 953 6677  
Young Members E-Mail: jhwilkinson3011@yahoo.co.uk 
 

General Committee: 
              Jenny Woolliscroft, � 01773 776003         E-Mail: jennyjw@ntlworld.com 
 

                           Stuart Wells, � 01623 484701                   E-Mail: wells101uk@yahoo.co.uk 
 

                                     Steven Wells, � 0115 953 6677                 E-Mail: swells1705@yahoo.co.uk 
 

              Paul Wilson, � 0115 964 1435                  E-Mail: camraman@tiscali.co.uk 
 

 
 


�
�������������  
Booze News     Brian Hayden,  � 01623 453148     E-Mail: brian.hayden@ntlworld.com 
                         120 Hill Crescent, Sutton in Ashfield, NG17 4JF 
 

Webmaster       Gus Manning, �  01623 471774      
                         E-Mail: gusinthepub@ntlworld.com 
 

Apple Rep        Ray Blockley  
                         E-Mail: ciderapple@ntlworld.com  
 

Publicity           Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701         
                         E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Stillage             David Brett, � 01773 778316          
                         E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Vice Chairmen: Gus Manning & Keith Wells 

WEB SITE 
 
 

Why not visit 
our web  
site at:   

 

www.mansfieldcamra.org.uk 
or 

www.camra.org.uk/mansfield 

CAMRA HQ  
230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, 
Herts, AL1 4LW. 
�  01727 - 867201  
Web: www.camra.org.uk    
E-Mail: camra@camra.org.uk  
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In case you thought CAMRA was all Beer Festivals, and we 
disappeared in between, let me assure you there is still much 
work to be done once a Beer Festival is ended. Your Committee meets regularly 
three times every month, to run the everyday business of the Branch. These are all 
open meetings to which you are all cordially invited. In the last two years we have 
been also working hard increasing the assets of the Branch, and making life a little 
easier at our festivals. With the need to find new storage imperative, after Andy 
Stowell finally reclaimed his garage, (thanks to Andy for many years help with 
this), your committee arranged for container storage at Pinxton. This is the large 
structure you have no doubt seen recently at our Beer Festivals. After many hours 
dedicated labour (with thanks to Brian Hayden, Nigel Heathcote, David Brett, 
Keith Wells and John Barrows in particular ), our container is now largely com-
pleted, inside at least, although some exterior detail still needs attaching.  
This, together with new bars (thanks to John Barrows for construction, and Nigel 
Heathcote for design), signage, and a whole host of improvements too numerous 
to mention, occupy a large part of our committee work during the interim periods 
between festivals. If you can offer any assistance, even if you’re not sure what we 
need, ask and you will be welcome. 

CAMRA NEEDS 

YOU 

Keith Lenthall Wells 
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LEESAM TRAVEL 
 

Having dealt with Brian Ward, Driver and Organiser of Leesam TRAVEL, for 
some 18 months now, as Treasurer of Mansfield & Ashfield Branch of CAMRA, 
the Campaign for Real Ale, I have found him to be extremely reliable, both in his 
journey timings, arrival and departure/pick-up times, and in the appearance both 
of himself, and his vehicles. 
He is adept at working out pick-up times, if you require this at various points, but 
equally ready to trust your own judgement on this. At the end of the evening, then 
localised drop-offs may be available, subject to times and conditions. During the 
journey, he is extremely professional in his approach, but is also welcoming and 
friendly, and as obliging as driving requirements allow. 
Rates are negotiable on private hire, and regular bookings may be available, sub-
ject to time and place. I have always found him to be very reasonable on both 
counts, and in the infrequent event of a booking request clashing with another 
booking, he has even hired another bus and driver on our behalf, to ensure we do 
not miss out, with our consent in advance. And when numbers have exceeded 14, 
has again obtained a second bus with driver for us. 
In short, if you require the services of a Mini Bus, you will go a long way to better 
the convenience of undertaking your journey with LEESAM TRAVEL 

����������	�� �
 

Brian Ward            14 Seater Mini Bus Hire 
Driver 

 
                             
                             
                  

Highland Hurst                    
81, Ball Hill  
South Normanton 
Derbyshire 
DE55 2EB                      
 

Phone: 
01773 778622 

 

All Functions Pubs, Clubs Airports, Coastal Runs, Corporate Events 
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At 
Broadmeadows 
 

Lea Vale, Broadmeadows, South Normanton  
                                                    Tel. 01773 819066 www.theboundary.co.uk 

Quiz Night every Thursday 
Live entertainment every  
Friday and Saturday 
Alfreton Big Band  
Alternate Mondays 
Food available every day: 
Wednesday - Curry Night 
Plus Traditional Sunday Carvery 
Function Suites available for hire 

FREE Indoor & 
Outdoor Children’s 

Play Area 

Up to 4 Real Ales 
Pedigree & Old Empire 
are the regulars + plenty 

of changing guests 

The 

Boundary 

MERIDIAN SUITE SPECIALS 
Monthly LIVE TRIBUTE ACTS 
incl. 3-course meal: Disco: Tribute 

Artist: Late Bar - £19.95 
Quarterly SOUL & MOTOWN  

Parties: see regularly updated website for details  

BEER - supplied by Stuart Johnson 
 

Without question, the greatest invention in the history of mankind is beer. Oh, I 
grant you that the wheel was also a fine invention, but the wheel does not go 
nearly as well with pizza. -- Dave Barry 
 

Beer: helping ugly people have sex since 3000 B.C. - W. C. Fields 
 

One night at Cheers, Cliff Clavin explained the "Buffalo Theory" to his buddy, 
Norm: "Well ya see, Norm, it's like this. A herd of buffalo can only move as fast 
as the slowest buffalo. And when the herd is hunted, it is the slowest and weakest 
ones at the back that are killed first. This natural selection is good for the herd as a 
whole, because the general speed and health of the whole group keeps improving 
by the regular killing of the weakest members. In much the same way, the human 
brain can only operate as fast as the slowest brain cells. Excessive intake of alco-
hol, as we know, kills brain cells. But naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest 
brain cells first. In this way, regular consumption of beer eliminates the weaker 
brain cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient machine! That's why you 
always feel smarter after a few beers." 
 

If my career fails there is always alcoholism to fall back on.” 
                                                                        Entertainer Frank Skinner 
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Keep an eye on what’s happening at our web site www.oldpoets.co.uk or phone us on 01246 590888 

At Least SIX REAL ALES on hand pump plus up to FIVE REAL CIDERS 
straight from the cellar, FRUIT WINES, BELGIAN BOTTLED BEERS, 

SINGLE MALTS & GOOD QUALITY WINES  

· Folk/Blue Grass or Cajun Music every Sunday Night 
· Jam Nite 1st Tuesday, Poetry nite 2nd Tuesday each month plus 
· Open Acoustic Session on all the remaining Tuesdays 
· Quiz every Wednesday night @ 9.15 plus Snowball currently at 

£200+ 

 CHESTERFIELD CAMRA  
2004 WINTER 

PUB OF THE SEASON��
�����������	�
	�	�
����
���������	����������
����
����������������
�������������	���� ���
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 Hours of Opening 
 

Mon to Thurs – 12 till 2:30 
Then 5:00 till 11:00pm 

 

Open all day on Friday, 
Saturday & Sundays 

 

 Home Cooked Food 
available every session. 

Carvery Sunday Lunch till 
3:30pm. 

Order your own takeaway 
on Sunday evening. 

��������	
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Pubs Officers Corner 
 

We have been visiting several areas recently, as part 
of our on-going task of visiting the pubs in our area 
( a thankless task I know, but someone has to do it! ) 
This is to ensure as many people as possible are able 
to vote for our Pubs of the Season, and also for the 
Good Beer Guide entries. These trips by mini bus are 
free to members, on a first come first served basis, 
( sorry, buy your own beer), and are publicised in this 
magazine. So far we have been to Brinsley, Halam, 
Farnsfield, Edingley, Teversal and Skegby.  
Further trips took place in January to Mansfield and 
Mansfield Woodhouse. We intend to cover the whole 
of the Mansfield & Ashfield Branch Area in the next 
12 months! If you wish to help, come along. (Pubs 
with No Real Ale we dive in and out again rapidly!!)  
Contact me, Bobby Wells, Pubs Officer on 01623 
484701 or bobbyrew1@yahoo.co.uk 

Many Happy Returns 
to:  

 

Maureen Hayden and 
Chris Manning (1st Feb), 
Bladderwort (19th Feb), 
John West (19th Mar), 
Jenny Woolliscroft (22nd 
Mar), Lynda Britten (28th 
Mar), Jim Pincott (29th 
Mar), Brian Hayden and 
Carl Brett (20th/21st Apr).  
 

 Congratulations on 
Your Anniversary to: 
 

Brian & Diane Farmilo 
(11th March) and to John 
& Nicole Barrows (3rd 
May)  
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On one of our frequent 
visits to local hostelries, 
Bobby, Stuart and  
myself, accompanied on 
this occasion by Dave 
Gascoigne, known to 
many of our members, 
and presently a  
Nottingham CAMRA 
Branch member, 
(though we’re working 
on that!) decided to 
sample the culinary  
delights of one of our Branch Pubs, situated on the outskirts of our ‘patch’, but 
non-the-less well within easy reach, at Edingley.  

Having re-visited this establishment 
recently, on one of our Pub Surveys, 
(hard work I know, but someone has to 
do it!!), we were delighted to find that 
planned alterations had been  
completed. As you will see from the 
photos, with great attention and care to 
maintain the ambience of a fine old 
18th Century Village Public House. 
And although the discerning diner has 
been well catered for, with the  
sumptuous surroundings of the new 

restaurant, the “serious drinker” has 
not been forgotten, or pushed out of 
place. As mine hosts, Rob and Gina 
Joseph, have by arrangement with a 
sympathetic owner, namely The  
Union Pub Company, ( the tenancy 
arm of Wolverhampton and Dudley), 
increased their hand pump capacity 
to six Real Ales!  
Although tied to the W&D stables, 
this allows a variety of some 30 good 
quality real ales to choose from! 				

The Old Reindeer, Edingley  

19 

THE  SHEPHERDS REST  
LOWER BAGTHORPE 

NOTTS 
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This is a traditional English village pub, serving 
both “Real Ales”, and “Real Home-Cooked 
Food”, from our resident chef, Phil Reid. 

 

Ed. and Patricia Clarke extend a warm  
welcome to friends old and new. 

The plan is to brew a range of real ales (including seasonal beers) which include a 
regular stock of 3 beers: a best bitter called "Spire Bitter", a session bitter called 
"Encore", and a Golden Ale. Keep a look out for our musically-themed beers 
which reflect our background as musicians, and we are also looking into offering 
organic beers and a low-carb. beer as part of our speciality beer range. 

 

Andy and I are both keen CAMRA members and have shared a passion for beer 
for more years than we are prepared to admit to. Our aim (in common with most 
microbrewers) is to brew excellent tasting, locally produced beers, and to trade 
with a strong sense of local identity. 

 

Anyone wishing to find out more information can contact us now by email on 
spirebrewery@lycos.co.uk., although we will have our own website up and run-
ning in the near future under www.spirebrewery.co.uk.  

 

We hope to be welcoming local members to the brewery soon after production 
starts, and most of all we are looking forward to seeing our beer behind the bars of 
our local hostelries. 
 

Cheers! Andy Bolton & David McLaren 
 

Article and information courtesy of Chesterfield Branch of CAMRA 
 



MOSS COTTAGE 
Hotel & Restaurant 

 

Nottingham Road, Ripley 
DE5 3JT   Tel. 01773 742555 

 

SUPERB CHOICE OF 
QUALITY REAL ALES 

 

Multi-functional room can accommodate up to 50 
people for birthday parties, weddings, conferences, 

funerals and wakes 
 

Whether it be an informal buffet or a formal wedding  
breakfast the Moss Cottage Hotel can cater for your needs 
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Our neighbours, Chesterfield CAMRA 
Branch, have been informed of the im-
minent opening of Spire Brewery. It will 
be based in Staveley and running a 10-
barrel plant and hopes to open towards 
the end of April 2006.  

 

The brewers, David McLaren and Andy 
Bolton, are very excited by the prospect 
of bringing a new brewery to the area 
and would value opinions with the local 
real ale network.  

IF THIS LITTLE BOX  
HAS CAUGHT YOUR  
EYE THEN IT WILL  

ALSO CATCH  
POTENTIAL  
CUSTOMERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See our advertising  
rates on page 22 
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The beers we have always found 
to be in very good, if not excellent 
condition, and are well worth  
investigating on their own. But 
when you couple that with a meal 
to the exacting standards that we 
found on Christmas Eve, and still 
at a very reasonable price, this  
becomes a venue not to miss!  
Rob and Gina have the services of 
a fine chef, who produces the kind 
of Pub Fayre you only find in the 

very best establishments. There is 
a varied lunch time and evening 
menu, and a ‘specials board ‘that 
for once really lives up to its 
name. Service was prompt and 
efficient, and waiting time short, 
when facing food freshly cooked 
to order. 
To summarise: if your tastes run 
to well-cooked food, presented as 
you might expect in a West End 
Restaurant, with the added bonus 
of a fine choice of real ales, or 
decent wine and the usual bar facilities, look no further than The Old Reindeer at 
Edingley…go on, I’ll be surprised if you are in any way disappointed. 
 

                                       Keith Lenthall Wells				
Don’t Miss The Booze News  
 

If you would like to ensure that 
you  receive your copy of this 
newsletter then you can always 
opt in to our mailing service. 
Please send four 1st class 
stamps to:  

Jenny Woolliscroft,  
Mansfield & Ashfield CAMRA, 

68A New Westwood,  
Westwood,  

Nottingham, NG16 5JD 
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B.B.P. NEWS 

PUB OF THE SEASON 
Congratulations to the Horse & Groom at Scarcliffe for being voted the 
Mansfield & Ashfield Branch Autumn Pub of the Season. The presentation took 
place on Tuesday, 3rd January at the Branch Meeting. Pictured on the front cover 
is Winston receiving the certificate from Branch Chairman David Brett and 
Branch Treasurer Keith Wells. 

The vote for the Winter Pub of the Season took place and this resulted in the Old 
Reindeer at Edingley being succesful. Our April Branch Meeting will be held here 
when the presentation will take place and also the voting for the Branch Spring 
Pub of the Season. 

Welcome to all our new members in 
 

NEWSTEAD, WESTWOOD 
& BRINSLEY 

 

If you haven’t been informed by Head Office yet, 
let us welcome you to Mansfield & Ashfield 
Branch of CAMRA, as your Membership is now 
within our area. Please see details of our regular 
meetings elsewhere in this publication, which are all open to all members. 
We look forward to meeting you, and extend a warm welcome to not only join us 
at meetings, but also at our Beer Festivals (details of which are in this magazine 
and What’s Brewing) where help is also always greatly appreciated…no matter 
what your skills and interests, we can use them!  

Pictured are some of the Pubs 
in your locality selling good 
Real Ale. Support them…as 
we intend to do…and please 
support us in our common 
aim…promoting Real Ale in 
Real Pubs! 

Keith Lenthall Wells,  
Branch Treasurer and  

Press & Publicity Officer 

White Lion, Brinsley 

Durham Ox, Westwood 
Royal Oak,  
Westwood 

Will you please help us? With over 230 pubs in our area, it is very hard to 
keep track. Please let us know of anything which ought to be reported.  

��� �
������

� � �

 

High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse.   
Tel. 01623 464403. 

 

Always 5 Traditional Ales  
 

Quiz Night on Mondays 
and Wednesdays 

 

Very Friendly Atmosphere                
Lounge and Tap Room 

 

CAMRA   
Good Beer Guide Entry 2006 

 

Winter 2003 Pub of the Season  

17 

HORSE & JOCKEY 
 

CHURCH LANE, 
SELSTON 

TEL. 01773 781012 
 

UP TO 6 CASK 
ALES - 2 FROM 

THE JUG  
 

Free House - the 
14th Oldest Pub in 

Britain 
 
 

Open 12 to 3 & 5 to 11; Sunday 12 to 3 & 7 to 10.30 

Good Beer Guide Entry 2006 

Doctor, doctor …   
 

 I’m addicted to 
gin.   

OK, I’ll give you 
a tonic. 

Remember, an alcoholic & a drunk 
are not the same thing at all. 

 

The alcoholic has to attend  
meetings.  

Doctor, doctor …  
 

I’m not as think 
as you drunk I 
am, hic.  
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(an amazing selection of pies for example), with fresh seasonal vegetables – and 
of course, well kept real ales and Whin Hill ciders. It’s the best place I can think 
of to sit and take time over enjoying a few pints of the excellent Woodforde’s 
Wherry while sitting and listening to the tick of the old Grandfather clock, and the 
hiss of the gas lamps. We returned in December to spend a very snowy and wintry 
weekend staying at the Old Post Office B&B which adjoins the pub, and the 
warmth from the gas lamp wicks and the open fire was most welcome. The Three 
Horseshoes has won numerous awards from CAMRA and has been Norfolk 
CAMRA’s ‘Pub of the Year’ on a number of occasions. 
 

Heading south back on the B1105 through Walsingham towards Fakenham, will 
bring you to the small village of East Barsham and The White Horse pub. The 
very friendly landlord and staff serve good meals and the pub is very popular with 
the locals for meals – always a good sign. There is a fine selection of real ales, 
Adnams and Charles Wells plus a varied range of guest beers. The White Horse is 
also a haven for ‘twitchers’ as it is the base for a number of guided bird-watching 
walks and other bird-watching events happen at numerous times throughout the 
year; the pub offers accommodation should you wish to stay longer.  
 

Seeing as Woodforde’s Wherry did so well at 
the GBBF, it would make sense whilst in 
Norfolk to visit Woodforde’s Broadland 
Brewery at Woodbastwick, a tiny village 
north-east of Norwich, near Wroxham; thank-
fully the brewery is well signposted. We en-
joyed a pint of Wherry (what else?) at the 
brewery tap before visiting the surprisingly 
small brewery. There is a very good shop at-
tached to the brewery, with a display telling 
the story of Woodforde’s birth and development as a brewery. On sale in the shop 
are a range of genuine Woodforde’s beer kits to make any one of their beers, as 
well as some very good quality clothing, pleasingly for my other half (but not for 
my wallet…), available in smaller lady-friendly sizes. Woodforde’s website is: 
www.woodfordes.co.uk 
 

At some point when visiting Norfolk, we always call in at ‘Beers of Europe’ at 
Setchley near Kings Lynn to stock up on the weird and wonderful, as well as the 
excellent. This place is well worth a visit for continental beers, lagers, wheat and 
fruit beers, as well as a wide range of British beers, lagers, ciders and perries. 
Their mailing list and website do not let you appreciate just what a wide range of 
products they stock. Their website is: www.beersofeurope.co.uk.  

 

So we are planning another return trip around Easter time, very soon after the 
Mansfield Beer Festival is over.    

Ray Blockley  
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The Old Reindeer is open 12noon to 11pm, seven days a week. 
 

(An extension to these hours may be operated at the Landlords 
discretion) 
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If You’re Ever in Aberdeen… 
 

You’ll probably be surprised at the range and quality of real ales available. The 
city has one impressive main thrash, Union St, a ruler straight mile long, with lots 
of little streets leading off to the Northwards to impressive late Georgian terraces, 
and Southwards down to the busy harbour. With 
my back to the crenellated granite Victorian 
buildings near Mercat Cross, the busy intersec-
tions and rows of sturdy shops receding into the 
distance on either side of this broad thoroughfare 
reminded me of Edinburgh, or even New York!  

Let’s start at the east end, on Castle Street. Sorry, 
the impressive building at the end of the long 
mile isn’t the Castle, it was demolished centuries 
ago. It’s now a Salvation Army Hostel, just a 
hundred years or so old. First there’s Old Black-
friars at number 52, a pub/restaurant serving half a dozen Scottish ales and good 
food all day, as do most Scots pubs. Next, at number 55/56, is The Tilted Wig, 
serving Caledonian Deuchar’s and various guest ales. There are several other pubs 
just off Union Street listed in The Good Beer Guide which I didn’t have time to 
visit, but I guess may be well worth seeking out. 

Finally, why not try The Howff Bar, a few 
minutes walk towards the west end of Union 
Street? It isn’t part of a pub chain, and it 
comes by personal recommendation. Don’t 
be put off by the single doorway between 
two shops, leading down a flight of steps to 
a subterranean door. Inside, you’ll find a 
spacious well furnished cellar, with a small 
bar, a large lounge area, and several cosy 
alcoves. There’s always a Scots Ale on, and 

the guest when I last visited was a sparkling pint of Adnams, from Suffolk! Good 
home cooked food is always available, and I was told to check the daily specials 
board. The first time I visited, I was faced with the largest portion of lasagne I 
have ever seen, accompanied by  some eight different salads. Next time I went for 
a local dish, Stovies, which the English waitress was unable to describe. It turned 
out to be a sloppy version of our Cottage Pie, and the part I managed to finish was 
delicious. There’s always a friendly welcome, and the clientele ranges from the 
young to the old, of both sexes, so they must have it about right. 
Aberdeen is a surprisingly cosmopolitan city, and as you hear many non Scottish 
accents there, you could almost be anywhere in Britain. During my visit in June, it 
was hot and humid in the city centre, but just one mile outside, on the promenade, 
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… “Kiss me Hardy” 5.1% ABV strong bitters. Don’t forget that Admiral Lord 
Nelson was born and bred locally at Burnham Thorpe, and learnt his sea craft 
along these shores, so the influence of his life and heroics is evident in many 
places. The Jolly Sailor is also host to beers from the Wolf Brewery, Attleborough 
and I particularly enjoyed their Coyote Bitter, which turned out to be soft and 
malty with honey overtones, very reminiscent of some honey-beers I’ve tasted. 
Wolf also make a very good Wheat Beer, which is well worth trying if you like 
things with a slightly sour bite. 
 

Continuing east along the coast-road will eventually 
bring you to Wells-Next-The-Sea, which is a personal 
Mecca for us as it is home to Whin Hill Cider; makers 

of some very fine blended and single-variety ciders and perries. We’ve followed 
the growth of Whin Hill since we first stumbled across them in their humble be-
ginnings some ten years ago. Jim and Pete are the names behind Whin Hill, who 
now have their cider making headquarters and sales at the side of the main car 
park at Wells, where they’ve converted the old stables. When they started out, to 
get enough apples to meet demand, they had to ‘import’ cider apples from Somer-
set and Herefordshire. They now have larger orchards at nearby Stanhoe, where as 
well as many cider apple trees, they have recently planted a great number of perry 
pear trees. However, nothing changes and their ciders and perries are so popular 
that demand is still outstripping supply; all of 2004’s perry was sold by August 
2005 (we took the last of it for the Mansfield and Ashfield CAMRA Beer Tent at 
the 2005 Moorgreen Show) and the draught cider was all gone by October. Thank-
fully, they now bottle most of their production. Whin Hill has a string of well-
justified awards to their credit from a number of CAMRA beer festivals, including 
Peterborough, the National Cider and Perry Championships at Reading, and the 
GBBF. They have a licence to sell cider and perry for consumption on their prem-
ises, so you can have a taste or a larger measure should you wish. As well as 
draught ciders and perries, they produce a range of bottled apple juices and our 
personal favourite, a Dabinett single-variety cider. Whin Hill’s website is: www.
whinhillcider.co.uk 
 

If you continue to head east as you leave Wells, then 
branch right and head SE on the B1105 towards 
Walsingham, you can turn left off the main road to 
visit Warham and our all-time favourite pub, the 
Three Horseshoes. The Three Horseshoe’s would 
appear to be stuck in a time-warp, with stone flags 
on the floor, gas lighting, tap-and-spile beer barrels 
on gravity, no music, no credit cards – and no chips! 
What they do have is excellent food, with every-
thing made, prepared and cooked on the premises … 
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North Norfolk, anyone? 
 

As well as being a very picturesque part of the country, North Norfolk is also a 
very quiet and tranquil area, as many holiday-makers by-pass the area on the way 
to the glitzy delights of Great Yarmouth, or the tourist-focussed areas around the 
Norfolk Broads. However, for those interested in finding quiet coastlines, unspoilt 
countryside – and great beer and cider – may I recommend North Norfolk as a 
possible destination for a break or longer holiday?  
 

In August 2005, we stayed in a small, linear village 
just north of Fakenham, called South Creake and 
this proved an ideal launch pad for our forays 
around the area. Today, South Creake has only one 
pub, The Ostrich, a traditional whitewashed 
knapped-flint building, situated on the main road 
through the village (B1355). The Ostrich free-house 
is well known locally for its freshly cooked, home-
made food and range of well-kept real ales, which 
always includes a range from Woodforde’s and Adnam’s; beer festivals are a 
regular occurrence here, particularly in the summer with live music. The Ostrich 
has a website at www.ostrichinn.co.uk  
 

North West of our base lay the small 
coastal village of Thornham and on the 
western side of the village, just off the 
A149 coast road on Ship Lane, you can 
find the Lifeboat Inn, a 16th century 
smuggler’s ale house. Nowadays, it is a 
very popular small hotel, but has lost 

none of it’s character, with a good range of well-cooked food and a wide range of 
real ales, many from local Norfolk brewers, as well as well-kept Weston’s Old 
Rosie real cider on draught. A meal and a pint or two here followed by a short 
walk to the coast to follow part of the “Peddars Way and Norfolk Coast” long-
distance path is a great way to spend a summer’s afternoon. The Lifeboat Inn’s 
website is at: www.lifeboatinn.co.uk 
 

Following the A149 coast-road east, will bring you first to Brancaster, then to 
Brancaster Staithe and on the right-hand side of the main road, a well-kept secret – 
the Jolly Sailor pub and micro-brewery, home to the Brancaster Brewery. The pub 
has a stripped-out, no frills interior, but is popular for its range of locally-sourced 
seafood dishes as well as more traditional fare – if you like steak and kidney pie, 
look no further. The main reason most folks come here though is to sample the 
ales brewed at the pub in its own small micro-brewery. We sampled their excellent 
IPA, as well as the heavier “Old Les” 5.0% ABV and the interestingly named ….. 
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School Road, Lower Bagthorpe, Notts 
Telephone:  01773 810505 

 

A traditional 16 th Century Public 
House set in superb countryside  

surroundings. 
 

An excellent selection of quality beers, wines and spirits. 
 

A good choice of real ale and guest ales every week. 
 

Live music every Saturday from 9pm 
 

Beer garden to rear with children’s play area. 
 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits all. 

… the breeze felt truly Siberian, and I could not bring myself to undress and go 
for a swim. Out in the surrounding countryside the Hotels and Bars have a much 
more Scottish feel. We ended up at one Hotel which was pure Faulty Towers. The 
home made soup was obviously tinned, the sandwiches inevitably on sliced white, 
and the landlady demanded to know “Was it guid?” after every disgusting offering 
was cleared. The drinks were eventually served by “himself” sometime after the 
food arrived. Victoria Wood could base a comedy on that place. 
However, my family had a superb Sunday lunch in a village north of Aberdeen, 
but apart from a couple of old men, we were the only customers! There was no 
real ale, but my Cullen Skink (a stew of onions, potatoes and fish) was to die for, 
if you like that sort of thing. I did. The roasts weren’t bad either, but a little short 
on vegetables. Scotland doesn’t really do green veg! 
On the way back to Good Old Blighty, I found a Hotel near Forfar, on the main 
A92, which served good food and a choice of three real ales, quite a surprise. I 
also did a detour to drive beside the Forth Estuary, under the famous bridges, and I 
stopped at an old pub in a village called Cramond for lunch. There was no real ale, 
but the food was good, and the view northwards to the Fife Coast was beautiful. 
To sum up, I feel Licenced premises in Scotland are currently as variable as they 
were in England some years ago. Most serve food all day, and some serve good 
real ale, but it’s pot luck finding those which do both, outside the cities. However, 
don’t let that put you off, Scotland is well worth a visit!                 John West 
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FEB 4-5 (Fri - Sat)  

 

The Winding Wheel, Holywell Street, Chesterfield 
This year's theme is the Solar Pyramid with over 80 beers available.  

Ciders, perries, country wines & bottled Belgian beers. Free soft drinks.  
Open: Friday 5-11 pm (£5), Hummingbirds Blues Band 

Saturday 11 am-3 pm (£2.50), quiet session (games) 
Saturday 6.30-11 pm (£5), Cold Gin (Classic Rock).  

Food available all sessions. Entrance includes Festival glass, programme and first 
pint in the evenings. CAMRA concession half pint. Strictly over 18's only.  

Evening tickets available from Winding Wheel Box Office (Credit Card Hotline 
01246 345334), Chesterfield Tourist Information Centre, Derby Tup, Rutland, 

Speedwell (Staveley), Arkwright (Sutton-cum-Duckmanton), Fat Cat (Sheffield).  
For more information please visit www.chesterfieldbeerfestival.org.uk  

MAR 16-19 (Wed - Sat) 
 

The Charotar Patidar Samaj, Off St Margaret's Way, Leicester 
Approximately 130 beers including Festival special brews   

Authentic Indian curries plus English food including vegetarian choices available.  
CAMRA members free at all times. Open: Thursday-Saturday 11 am-11 pm.  

Volunteer staff required. For further information see www.leicestercamra.org.uk  

MAR 3-5 (Thu - Sat) 
 

The Polish Club, True Lovers Walk, Off William Street, Loughborough 
Open: Thursday / Friday noon-11 pm; Saturday 11 am-11 pm.  

Quiet night Thursday. Live music Friday and Saturday.  

CHESTERFIELD BEER FESTIVAL  

LEICESTER BEER FESTIVAL  

LOUGHBOROUGH BEER FESTIVAL  

APR 19-23 (Wed - Sun)  Botany Avenue, Mansfield  
5 to 10 minutes from bus and rail stations 

Open: Thursday 11 am - 11 pm / Friday & Saturday 11 
am - 12 midnight / Sunday 12 noon - 11.30 pm - see 

back cover for entertainment details  

 BOLD FORESTER ST. GEORGE’S BEER FESTIVAL  

ADVANCED NOTICE - MOORGREEN AGRICULTURAL SHOW  

Saturday 26th to Monday 28th August 2006 at Moorgreen Show Ground, Watnall 
CAMRA real ale tent with over 40 beers, lagers, ciders and fruit wines 
Evening entertainment on Saturday and Sunday in the real ale marquee  
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Mansfield Leisure Centre, Mansfield 

OVER 100 BEERS,  
LAGERS, CIDERS & FRUIT WINES  

 

Thursday, 6th April Open 5.00  to 11.00 pm - £2 (CAMRA members £1)    
Evening entertainment by  

KICK N RUSH in Sherwood Suite 
MAIN HALL - NO MUSIC - QUIET SESSION  

 

Friday, 7th April  
Open 12.00 am to 6.00 pm - £1.50 (CAMRA members FREE) &  
6.00 pm to 11.00 pm  £5 (CAMRA members £3)  
Evening entertainment by  
THE ROLLING STONED + CROSSROADS (Main Hall)  

THE FAB TWO (Sherwood Suite)   
 

Saturday, 8th April  
Open 11.00 am to 6.00 pm - £2 (CAMRA 
members FREE) - Entertainment by  
RIPLEY MORRIS MEN &  
7.00 pm to 11.00 pm - £5 ticket or £6 on the door 
(CAMRA members/Students receive concession) 
Evening entertainment by: 

GREENISH DAY +   
The Ruf & Ready Band (Main Hall) 

NO FIXED ABODE (UNA) - Sherwood Suite 
 

Sunday, 9th April 12 am to 2 pm (FREE) Beer £1/pint subject to supplies 
 

 

FOOD, SOFT DRINKS & WINE ON SALE AT ALL SESSIONS 
 

All details may be subject to change without notice - R.O.A.R. 

15th MANSFIELD BEER 
& CIDER FESTIVAL  

For Tickets Tel: 01623 484701 
or contact Mansfield  

Leisure Centre  


