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MAY  
 

11th - Idle Hands 
Blues Band 

 
18th - Hugo Steady 

Band 
 

25th - Pulse 
 
 

JUNE 
 

1st - Stumble 
Brothers 

 
8th - Brother Craig 

&  
Monkfish 

 
15th - The  
Presidents 

 
23rd - Old School 

 
30th - Cactus Jack 

 
 

JULY 
 

6th - Jelly Roll 
Jackson 

 
13th - The  
Scoobies 

 
20th - Adhesive 

 
27th - Stryder  

 

Live Music 


��+�"���,��������������������� ��� �
"�
�
��+�"���,��������������������� ��� �
"�
�
��+�"���,��������������������� ��� �
"�
�
��+�"���,��������������������� ��� �
"�
�  

Summer 2003               
FREE COPY - PLEASE TAKE ONE 

Over 4000 copies of this newsletter  
are produced by the Mansfield  

& Ashfield Branch of the  
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE       

Broadmeadows 
South Normanton 

(see page 11) 
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Supported by: 

C A M R A 

REGULAR FEATURES: 
Useful Contacts - page 2                           
Many Happy Returns & Congratulations - page 6 
What’s On - Meetings, Trips & Festivals - page 12 & 13   
BBP News - page 14     Membership Application - page 23 

MAY IS MILD MONTH - MAKE SURE 
YOU HAVE A PINT OF MILD 

 

Also In This Issue: 
 

Page 3 - Batemans show their commitment to 
              serving a good pint 
Page 4 - Belgium Beer Festival 
Page 6 - Defunct Breweries  
Page 8 - Featured Pub - the Badger Box 
Page 10 - Oh to be different, but unfortunately 
                remain the same! 
Page 11 - Hop To it – and avoid heart attacks 
Page 14 - Pub of the Season  
Page 15 - Clock Inn Beer Festival 
Page 16 - The 12th Mansfield Beer Festival 2003 
Page 17 - Mild Promotion - come and join us 
Page 18 - Order your copy of Booze News 
Page 19 - Budget Comment 
Page 20 - It’s Not All Work And No Play - the 
                GBBF 2001 & more 
Page 22 - Great British Beer Festival 2003 

Fancy a glass of 
mild? Come and 

join us - see page 17 
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If you would like to advertise in this publication then contact the editor - the rates are: full 
page £60, half page £30, quarter page £15, (Special rates for 4 adverts). 
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Chairman:    Nigel Heathcote, � 01773 780727 
                     E-Mail: nigelheathcote@ntlworld.com 
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SHORT MEASURE PINTS  
Complain to Nottinghamshire C. C.  Trading Standards Service,  
16 Chesterfield Road South, Mansfield, Notts. NG19 7AD   �  01623 - 645750 

�������	����
���	���
Please inform us of any new seasonal or guest beers which you are planning to have or 
anything else which ought to be mentioned in Booze News - contact the editor. ��
Booze News is copyright Mansfield & Ashfield Branch and CAMRA Ltd 2003.  
 

The deadline for entries for the Autumn Booze News is Tuesday, 1 July 2003.  

�

��� 	��� � �� This magazine is published by the Mansfield & Ashfield 
Branch of CAMRA. Any opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily 
endorsed by the editor or by CAMRA. BOOZE NEWS is printed by: Unwin Print, 5 New 
Hill, Farnsfield, Notts. NG22 8JN.  � 01623 882627: Evenings 01623 559667  �
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WEB SITE 
 
 

Why not visit 
our web  
site at:   

 
 

www.mansfieldcamra.org.uk 
or 

www.camra.org.uk/mansfield 
This contains the latest Booze 

News articles, beer festival  
updates, meeting venues and 

planned events and trips. 
Web page e-mail address is: 

camra@mansfieldcamra.org.uk  

CAMRA HQ  
230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, 
Herts, AL1 4LW. 
�  01727 - 867201  
Web: www.camra.org.uk    
E-Mail: camra@camra.org.uk  

2 
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APPLICATION TO JOIN CAMRA  
I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale and agree to abide by the Rules.  
Name(s) …………………………………..   Address ……………………………………..
……………………….....……………......………………………………………………….
Postcode...................……..    Signature..............…….....…........Date..........................…….
Tel. ……………………… 
 
I/We enclose the remittance for: 
Single under 26 Membership    £9   �          Date of Birth ……………… 
Joint under 26 Membership     £12   ��
�
Over 26? 
Full membership price             £16   �� Joint £19   �� �
�

For Life and Overseas rates please contact:  
CAMRA HQ (Tel: 01727 867201).                               
 
Send your remittance (payable to CAMRA) to:  
The Membership Secretary, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, Herts. AL1 4LW.        

Mansfield & Ashfield Branch 

IT’S EASY TO JOIN CAMRA, JUST FILL IN THE FORM BELO W 

… entertainers, live music, tombolas and 
auctions. There is also a Family Room but 
please remember that youngsters under 18 
must be supervised by a family member.  
If you want to find out more about beer you 
should attend one of our tutored tastings 
hosted by beer experts which run throughout 
the festival and cover a number of different 
beer styles. 
Why not join our planned trip to the 
GBBF on Saturday, 9th August - give our 
Social secretary a ring. 

Here sleep in peace a Hampshire grenadier, 
Who caught his death by drinking cold small beer; 
Soldiers, take heed from his untimely fall, 
And when you're hot, drink strong, or not at all. 
 

Source: Epitaph on a soldier's grave 

A woman is a lot like beer.  
They smell good, they look good, 
and you'd step over your own mother 
to get one. 

 

Source: Homer Simpson 

While beer brings gladness, don't forget that water only makes you wet. 

 

Source: Larry Leon Wilson, The Spenders 
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The staff party on the last night was an experience in itself. Again, free beer was available 
(if you wanted any) and various groups performed different party pieces including a ritual 
called the table dance – an extremely well executed piece of choreography, considering the 
alcoholic content of the participants. After seeing what pranks had befallen other people in 
the central arena of The Volunteer Arms that week, I was nerve wrecked when all the first 
time staff members (which included me) were asked to gather there. I was not the only one 
who entered with a great amount of trepidation. I’m not going to tell you what happened, 
but it made me feel very emotional. 
The week was over and I took home more than just my trusted suitcase, I took home new 
experiences, knowledge and friendships. Whether there was going to be a conveniently 
timed shutdown at work the following year or not I didn’t know – but I’d already made the 
decision to volunteer my time again.  
 

In the summer of 2002, I staffed at the Great British Beer Festival (GBBF). I’d only been 
once before and never been before as a drinking punter. I had a week off from work due to 
a shutdown so I decided to volunteer my time to CAMRA. The atmosphere was one of 
friends meeting after not seeing each other for a while and the week was still as enjoyable. 
Working at GBBF isn’t easy – its difficult staying on your feet all day and drinking all 
night, its tiring getting to bed at 1 - 2 am and being back at Olympia for an 11 am opening 
time, but the people who staff there all go through it with you and that helps with a sense 
of understanding. I’ve only been to GBBF twice and the amazing thing about it is the 
friendships that are made and renewed. I’ll be going to Olympia this year as well – why 
don’t you?                                         

Gus Manning   

The Great British Beer Festival will be 
held at London Olympia, from Tuesday 
5th August to Saturday 9th August. The 
festival is a beer drinker’s paradise with a 
beer range of over 400 real ales from all 
over the country, with a selection from the 
smallest microbrewers in addition to some 
of Britain’s best-known beers. As well as 
real ale, ranging from wheat beers to tasty 
bitters you can sample cider, perry and 
beer from around the world which in-
cludes some fantastic real lagers from 
Europe and North America. 
Don't miss out on the best beer festival in 
the world, make sure you put this year's 
festival in your diary. As well as a huge 
range of both British and international 
beer, there is a wide selection of food 
available throughout the festival. There is 
a great atmosphere with plenty to entertain 
you ranging from pub quizes, traditional 
pub games including skittles, roving ….  

BATEMANS SHOW THEIR COMMITMENT 
 TO SERVING A GOOD PINT  

 
Batemans Brewery of Wainfleet Lincolnshire is 
showing their commitment to serving a good pint 
of Batemans Good Honest Ales. Last year Batemans joined Cask Marque which is an in-
dependent accreditation scheme set up to improve the standard of serving a ‘perfect pint’. 
Before any of Batemans tenants are put forward for their Cask Marque Award they are 
given a Cellar Management Course, under the banner "Quality Counts" at the brewery. 
These courses have not only been for their tenants, managers and free trade customers, but 
also for all of Bateman Brewery staff whether they work in the offices, brewhouse or on 
transport. This has helped to emphasise a culture of quality throughout the whole of the 
organisation.  
All Brewery staff have now passed the "Quality Counts" accreditation, as have 50 out of 
72 of Bateman's tenancies. Batemans Brewery Chairman Mr George Bateman and the 
Chief Executive Haydn Biddle were the first to attend the course, which is run by Stuart 
Bateman and Batemans Commercial Executive Peter Vause. 
The one day course involving seminars, slides and videos not only covers the principles of 
cellar management, but also health and safety, manual handling, product presentation, the 
marketing of cask ale and customer service. To add variety to the course there is also a 
one-hour presentation on the marketing of wine. To make the day as interesting and enjoy-
able as possible there is a Visitors Centre Tour, Brewery tour and pub games competition, 
followed by traditional Lincolnshire Sausages, and trimmings.  
The feedback has been excellent and the 
course has now been opened to anyone who 
not only enjoys drinking the ‘perfect pint’ but 
who would also like to know more about the 
handling of beer.  

 

Thirteen Batemans tenants 
have received their Cask 
Marque Award, at present, 
including the Mill Bar at 
Batemans Visitors Centre. 

 

The Cask Marque Stands for 
 

Excellence in the service of 
cask ale. 
It is awarded to the licensee 
rather than to the pub. 
It is jointly funded by both 
brewers and retailers. 

Inspections made twice a year. 
Look out for the Cask Marque Plaque. This 
guarantees beer quality in the outlet and the 
opportunity to TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 

HORSE & 
JOCKEY 

 

CHURCH LANE, SELSTON 
TEL. 01773 781012 

 

UP TO 6 CASK ALES 
2 FROM THE JUG 

 

Free House - the 14th  
Oldest Pub in Britain 

 

Lunches: Monday - Friday 
 

Hot Roast Cobs, Soup, Chips 
& Specials 

 

Good Beer Guide Entry 
3 
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Belgium Beer Festival 
 

Do you fancy a long weekend trip to Belgium, the world’s 
capital of beers  - all for the sum of £99? 
 
If so - then why not come along on a fabulous trip to Belgium staying 
in either Ostend or Blankenburg. 

The trip starts at South Normanton, and 
maybe another pick-up point depending 
upon numbers, on Thursday, 16th October 
at around 8.00 pm. Your journey will then 
take you on to Dover to catch an early 
morning ferry to Calais. Your first stop is 
at a beer and wine store and then we head 
northwards to your Belgium resort. 

 

Accommodation 
The price includes basic one star hotel in a 
Belgium seaside resort of either Ostend or 
Blankenburg. The rooms, which will be 
available from midday, are basic with hot 
and cold wash basin. There are, however, 
showers and toilets on each floor and a 
licensed bar can be found within the hotel. 
After arriving at the hotel, you then have 
the afternoon free to explore the resort.  
At 6 pm we then travel to the Diksmuide 
Beer Festival which is a 45 minute drive 
away. With over 30 years of experience 
the festival retains a friendly atmosphere 
with one large beer hall, where you can 
sample local Belgium lager and special 
bottled beers (for which Belgium is 
famed). It looks to be a great night with 
singing and dancing along to the Oom Pah 
music. The return to the hotel is around 
midnight where you can continue to party 
with the 24-hour nightlife. 
On Saturday, there is an excursion to 
Bruges, one of the finest medieval towns 
of the world. A good place for lunch with 
plenty of pubs and restaurants. With its ... 

.. many canals and waterways, Bruges has 
become known as the ‘Venice of the 
North’. 

 

Holland 
At 4 pm we then visit Sluis in Holland - a 
short drive away - famous for its blue 
Delft pottery, cheese and wine. British 
visitors are more aware of its numerous 
sex shops! In the early evening, we then 
return to our resort where you have the 
evening free to enjoy the plentiful nightlife 
of pubs, clubs, discos, red light districts 
and the casino. Usually the atmosphere 
can be found 24 hours a day in Belgium 
because of their lack of licensing laws. So 
usually a pub can be found open - as long 
as there are drinkers in a pub they are very  
reluctant to close. 
After breakfast on Sunday, we leave the 
hotel at about 11 am heading for Calais for 
an early afternoon crossing. Returning to 
your pick-up point at around 8 pm. 
Times quoted for pick-ups and drop-off’s 
are approximate and are dependant upon 
numbers and number of pick-up points. 
The trip is organised in conjunction with 
‘Pub Trips’ from Leamington Spa. Travel 
insurance can be purchased at £11 pp 
unless suitable cover is arranged privately. 
The local organisers cannot be held re-
sponsible for any changes to circum-
stances beyond their control. For further 
information, or to make a reservation, tele-
phone Carl Brett on 01773 778316. 
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they offered to chaperone me and my case (us) 
there and I got invited to meet them in the Good 
Beer Guide listed pub near the college later that 
evening. 
After three short train journeys (two on the under-
ground and one over-ground) and a 10-minute 
walk half way up (what I assumed was) Denmark 
Hill with my case, I checked in, found the room, 
had a well-needed shower and donned clean 
clothes. From here on in, I was on my own; I was-
n’t going to take my case out of the room with me 
for the whole of the forthcoming week. 
I went to the pub as arranged and had a really 
great evening/night talking with people of both 
sexes from all over the country with a vast variety 
of backgrounds, occupations, ages and different 
levels of activity within CAMRA. I found people 
who had no involvement at all with their local 
branch, right through to members of CAMRA National Committee – who were all drawn 
together through their membership of CAMRA. Some people were in the same boat as me 
(never having been to GBBF before), others had staffed at GBBF since it moved to Lon-
don in 1992 and a few who claimed to have staffed at every GBBF. The atmosphere was 
one of friends meeting after not seeing each other for a while (and for most in the pub that 
evening, that is exactly what it was), but us newcomers were not made to feel left out. 
Each morning breakfast was provided (FOC) in the refectory by ladies that reminded me 
of the jovial Lilt ladies from the adverts on TV. A good cooked breakfast really does give 
your day a certain added boost, and after going for the corn flakes that first morning – I 
know what I’m talking about. Staffing at beer festivals is something I’ve indulged in a few 
times, but nothing had prepared me for the experience of working at one for a whole week.   
A signing in sheet was posted outside the staffing office every morning with a job posting 
next to your name. By the end of the week I’d done jobs that included staffing on the 
membership stand, the tombola, the super pubs tombola, the young members bar and try-
ing to give away free festival guides to the public in the foyer.  
A well-balanced range of food for a two-course lunch and a two-course dinner were pro-
vided for staff every day in a separate area away from the public at a very reasonable price.  
A notice board outside the staffing office also gave details of which traders had agreed to 
give discounts to staff. 
At the end of every day that the festival is open, the Volunteer Arms opens; with free beer 
for all the staff, until the free staff buses come to take everyone back to their digs. The 
Volunteer Arms has an amazing feel about it. It’s full of people who have worked hard and 
been on their feet all day, every one knows how everyone else feels and the conversation 
runs just as well as the beer. It is also the time for the daily report from the central arena in 
the Volunteer Arms by the GBBF organiser of how much beer has been sold, how much 
beer has got to be re-ordered, how many people have visited the festival, what the average 
pint consumption per person is and various other light hearted tales of festival life. 
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IT’S NOT ALL WORK AND NO PLAY!  
 

In the summer of 2001, I staffed at the Great British Beer Festival (GBBF).  
I’d never been before – not even as a drinking punter. I had a week off from 
work due to a shutdown so I decided to volunteer my time to CAMRA. 
 

I boarded the train in Nottingham with my suitcase. 
I was full to the brim with a mixture of excitement 
and apprehension. Apprehension at working at the 
biggest pub in the world, meeting new people and 
leaving home for a week, not knowing where I was 
going to live, travelling in London and, although 
I’ve worked at a couple of beer festivals before, not 
knowing what to expect because each beer festival is 
different. I was also excited about the exact same 
things. The only comfort I had was my long time 
travelling companion - my suitcase.   
Midland Main Line delivered us (me and my case) 
to St. Pancras and the marvellous London Transport 
underground system took us almost to the door of 
the Olympia Exhibition Centre. Once inside, the 
sheer size of the venue was the first thing that struck 
me – it is far bigger than big - I thought that B & Q 
in Sutton was big. A huge banner that must have 
been 60’ long with the Hop Lady on it hung from the arched glass roof of the main hall.  
The Charles Wells Bombardier double-decker bus was parked quite comfortably under the 
balcony and I am sure it could easily have been driven under the banner without touching 
the bottom of it. 
We made our way to the first floor so that I could sign in at the staffing office, to relieve 
myself (of my case) and receive my staff badge and details of the free accommodation (in 
London) that CAMRA organises for all the staff who request it in time. I was told to report 
to a member of the site team, but I needed a drink first. After travelling across London in 
the summer with a heavy suitcase, I took advantage of half a gallon of the chilled water 
(Thames Water Brewery?). 
I returned to the ground floor and found a site team leader who put me to work on one of 
the fork lift trucks, moving a variety of scaffolding bits, books, leaflets and goodness only 
knows what else to the different halls that were to host the Great British Beer Festival. 
Well, before long, (late afternoon/early evening) we finished work for the day.      
As I enjoy the social side of being a CAMRA member, what happened next was by far the 
best thing I’d experienced all day. The staff bar opened (aptly named The Volunteer Arms) 
with free beer for everyone. I didn’t drink too much though, as I had to be un-intoxicated 
enough to navigate across the city and lug my little suitcase to my accommodation - Kings 
College in Demark Hill, South London. I found that CAMRA members are certainly a 
very sociable bunch of people, as I found myself involved in conversations with no end of 
them in The Volunteer Arms. I even found some that were also in digs at Demark Hill and   

The full Royal Crown Derby Tour 
Tour the real working factory in the company of 
an experienced guide and watch the production of 
tableware and giftware from clay through to the 
finished hand decorated product. 
 
Enjoy continuous demonstrations of hand skills 
such as flower making, painting and gilding. 
 
Visit the museum full of treasures tracing our 
history and heritage back to 1750. 
 
With the full tour, your admission is refundable 
on a minimum spend in the factory shop and you 
receive a free cup of tea or coffee in the 
restaurant. 
 
The full tour is available Monday to Friday – see 
tour times. 
 
Visitor Centre only tickets including 
demonstration studio and museum also available 
seven days a week. 
 
Two for One Visitor Centre Admission at 
the Weekend 
The Visitor Centre experience including 
demonstration studio and museum is available 
each and every weekend at a ‘two for one’ 
discounted rate. Bring this advert to claim. 
 
The Factory Shop 
A superb range of Royal Crown Derby products 
including the highly collectable paperweights. 
Take advantage of saving 30% or more on slight 
seconds. 
 
The Restaurant 
Enjoy a freshly cooked meal or light snack on the 
finest Royal Crown Derby china. The fully 
licensed restaurant seats 120 and is available for 
private hire. 

Come to Royal Crown Derby and see the creation of the 
world famous china tableware and giftware 

Opening Times and Prices 
 

The Full Tour 
Factory tours leave at the following times, 10am, 
11am, 1.15pm or 2.15pm, there’s no 2.15 tour on 
Fridays. Please book in advance. 
 

Visitor Centre 
Monday-Saturday 9.30am –5pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm (last admission one hour 
before closing). 
 

Shop 
Monday- Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10.30am-4.pm. 
 

Admission 
Full Tour – Adult £4.95, Conc. £4.75, Family 
£18 – children under 10yrs are not allowed on the 
factory tour. 
 
Visitor Centre  - Adult £2.95, Conc. £2.75, 
Family £10 – two for one admission at the 
weekend. 
 
You can visit the shop and restaurant without a 
ticket. 
 
Address 
194 Osmaston Road 
Derby DE23 8JZ 
Tel: 01332 712800 
Fax: 01332 712863 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Buy 1 item and get a second half price Whilst stock last. (Seconds product only).  

Some items may be excluded from this offer.  
Valid 1st May – 31st May 2003  Bring this advert to claim 
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Many Happy Returns to: 

John Barrows, 21st May 
John Woolliscroft, 27th June 
Helen Manning, 22nd July 
Gus Manning, 26th July 
 

Congratulations go to: 
John & Nicole Barrows, 3rd May  
Brian & Maureen Hayden,  
11th May (29th Anniversary) 
John & Celia West,  
7th Aug (27th Anniversary) 

DEFUNCT BREWERIES 
 

I have recently been advised of an interesting project that is being undertaken by Bryan 
Lacey, whose aim is to record defunct brewery livery on pubs or de-licensed premises. 
Until the 1970 or 1980’s brewers used to highlight their ownership of tied houses. Often 
they simply added their name to the pub sign but on occasions could stamp their identities 
by means of architectural features. The latter are naturally the more permanent although 
they are often lost when a new company takes over. 
Bryan points out that the demolition and closure of pubs as well as the diabolical process 
of theming means that, almost daily, we are losing part of our brewing heritage. What re-
mains, needs to be recorded. 
The evidence takes many forms – monograms, lettering on walls, trademarks and motifs in 
windows and partially glazed doors. More unusual examples also occur, such as drainpipe 
heads (Moors & Robsons, Hull) and foundation stones (Ind Coope, Victoria Hotel, Bee-
ston, Notts). 
Bryan is recording all the evidence in tabular format which is available on the Brewery 
History Society website > www.breweryhistory.com <.  There are, sadly, many defunct 
breweries everywhere and plenty of evidence to track down. Bryan would very much wel-
come contributions  
His home address is Station Cottage, Micheldever Station, Winchester SO21 3AP (01962 
774479) and appropriately his email is > defunct@supanet.com <.   
The information required is just the pub name, location and brief details of the evidence 
you find. 

Bryan Lacey 

Whiskey's too rough, 
Champagne costs too much, 
Vodka puts my mouth in gear. 
I hope this refrain, 
Will help me explain, 
As a matter of fact, 
I like beer. 

Source: Tom T. Hall 

A businessman enters a tavern, sits down at the bar, and 
orders a pint of beer. After he finishes the drink, he 
peeks inside his shirt pocket, then he orders another pint. 
After he finishes that one, he again peeks inside his shirt 
pocket and orders the bartender to bring another pint. 
The bartender says, "Look, mate, I'll serve you beer all 
night long but you’ve got to tell me why you look inside 
your shirt pocket before you order a refill."  
The customer replies, "I'm peeking at a photo of my 
wife. When she starts to look good, then I know it's time 
to go home."    

Two judges got drunk and were arrested for drunken 
behaviour and each agreed to try the other’s case. The 
first judge came into court and pleaded guilty. His 
friend fined him £5. Now it was his turn to try his 
companion. ‘I sentence you to 30 days in prison,’ he 
said. His friend was astonished and exclaimed, ‘But I 
only fined you £5. ‘I know,’ said the second judge. 
‘But there’s too much of this sort of thing. This is the 
second case I’ve heard today’.  
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Budget Comment: Beer tax rise will hit consumers  
                           ...and will not increase Treasury revenues 

 

Beer Consumer Group, the Campaign for Real Ale, has hit out at the 1p increase in excise 
duty on a pint of beer announced in the recent budget. Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns 
and Communications said, "We understand that the Government needs to raise extra cash 
in this Budget, but increasing beer duty is a flawed strategy. As people only have so much 
cash to spend in pubs and bars, increasing the duty reduces average consumption which 
reduces revenues from beer duty. This increase is a blow for consumers after freezes in the 
last two budgets indicated a more sensible approach from the Government." 
CAMRA also claimed that increasingly organised gangs of beer smugglers will be over-
joyed with today’s increase. Mr Benner said, "High beer duty is the cause of smuggling 
and the social problems which result from the unregulated and illegal sale of alcohol to 
children. It also affects pubs and local jobs. Someone with a garage full of cheap low-tax 
French fizz is unlikely to use their local. The only long-term solution is to reduce beer duty 
to a level which knocks the profit out of smuggling. Today’s increase is a slap in the face 
for Britain’s 15 million beer drinkers." 
CAMRA claims that a freeze or a small reduction in beer duty would have a positive effect 
on Government revenues through multiplier effects. A penny tax increase will add two or 
three pence onto a pint over the bar because of the way pubs set prices. CAMRA is calling 
on pub owners not to increase bar price by more than the nominal duty increase. 
Mike Benner added, "The Government isn’t the only one at fault. Recent price rises by 
brewers have put an inflation busting 5 pence extra on many pints. This is sending the 
wrong message to the Treasury and it is essential that brewers do their best to keep prices 
down if they want to convince Gordon Brown to reduce beer duty." 
CAMRA welcomed the freeze on cider duty which follows a small reduction in last year’s 
budget. 
Did You Know? 
· Average price of a pint of real ale in July 2002 - £1.92 (CAMRA Prices survey 2002) 
· Average price of a pint of lager in July 2002 - £2.11 (CAMRA Prices survey 2002)  
· The excise duty in pence per pint of 5% ABV beer in European countries is: 
 

              Austria 8.8                         Germany 3.3                      Netherlands 7.5 
              Belgium 7.2                       Greece 4.9                          Portugal 5.1 
              Denmark 16.3                    Italy 5.9                              Spain 2.9 
              Finland 50.1                       Ireland 34.8                        Sweden 28.4 
              France 4.5                          Luxembourg 3.3 
 

                                   UNITED KINGDOM 33.8p  

Will you help us?  
With over 230 pubs in our 
area, it is difficult to keep 

track. Please let us know of  
anything which ought to be 

reported.            Thanks. 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL 
BRANCH - BUY A POLO SHIRT  
These are available most of the time 
in a  choice of colours and sizes. All 
have our logo embroidered on the 

front and are realistically priced.   

If you visit a pub due 
to reading this  

newsletter then would 
you please mention 

that you saw it in the 
Booze News.  

Many Thanks. 
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DON’T MISS THE BOOZE NEWS 
 

If you would like to be sure of receiving a 
copy of this newsletter then you can always 

opt in to our mailing service. Please send four 
1st class stamps to: Jenny Woolliscroft, Pubs 

Officer, Mansfield & Ashfield CAMRA 
Branch, 73 Mansfield Road, Underwood,  

Nottingham, NG16 5FF 

I like beer. On occasion, I will even drink 
beer to celebrate a major event such as the 
fall of communism or the fact that the  
refrigerator is still working. 

 

Source: Humorist Dave Barry 
 
Mmmm... beer. 

 

Source: Homer Simpson 

������������������������������������� ��� This delightful well-hopped premium ale has a clean 
fresh hop aroma which produces a rich, full flavour.  

All the traditional bitter 
characteristics from one of 
Britain’s oldest brewers, 

Hardys & Hansons 



BADGER BOX  

 

Recently, Bobby and I decided to sample 
the cuisine and hospitality at the Badger 
Box, Kirkby in Ashfield, not having been 
in since their revamp of the lounge area, 
including the  increased seating for meals. 
We were highly delighted by the warmth 
of the welcome and care and attention to 
our culinary requirements. Whilst the 
menu is based on the standard Hardys and 
Hansons “Xtra Value For Money” set 
menu, for small inexpensive meals, and 
their Menu and Wine List, for more conventional pub meals, and the “In House Black-
board Menu” was a treat for the serious eater. A wide and varied choice of meals are pre-
pared on the premises, certainly to an “above-average” standard and, if our choices (we 
returned on another evening to re-sample!) are anything to go by, they are bordering on the 
excellent. 

 

There is now ample seating for 70, in small intimate areas, 
with meals served between 11.30 am and 8.30 pm, Monday 
to Thursday; 11.30 am to 9.00 pm, Friday and Saturday, 
and 12 pm to 8.30 pm on Sundays. Families are welcome, 
but are asked to arrange their arrival times so that they are 
able to leave by 8.30 pm, for the comfort of drinkers/eaters 
who prefer an evening out, without the presence of the 
younger members of our community (which is I believe not 
an unreasonable request).  

The more serious drinker will be pleased to note there is a 
separate public bar, where no children are allowed, al-
though this does have the inevitable games machine, Sky 
TV and TV monitor, (alright if you favour those items, but 
not my personal choice in a bar).  
 

For those of you who enjoy a more lively 
evening, try Tuesday, Thursday, Satur-
day and Sunday, when there are quiz 
nights for cash prizes, with free entry, 
and Strike It Lucky ( a naughts and 
crosses quiz). The Badger Box holds the 
coveted Cask Marque as well as a Chil-
dren’s Certificate and, in short, has  
something to please everybody! … wait a 
minute … am I forgetting something?? 
   

              Oh yes … THE BEER 
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Park Lane, Kirkby-In-Ashfield 
� 01623 752314            

 

Free House        Beer Garden 
Car Park      

 

6 Real Ales available including Guest Beers 
 

Live Bands Every Friday Night  
 

Home Cooked Food served Tuesday - Sunday 
 

Function Room Available       Children & Biker Friendly 

 

Under New Management 
CAMRA Good Beer Guide Entry 2003 

 

GO MILD IN MAY !  
 

CAMRA will be promoting Mild throughout May to support 
one of Britain’s finest styles of beers. Until the 1950’s, mild 
was the most popular beer in Britain, easily outselling bitter due 
to it’s cheap and quick production costs, but now it faces ex-
tinction as a result of the apathy of the giant national brewers, 
who want to sell the same beer to the suits in London, as they 
do to the steel men of Sheffield. 

 

Locally, the Mansfield & Ashfield Branch of CAMRA are holding a Mild Day of Action 
at The Boundary, South Normanton on Saturday 17th May, where you will be entitled to 
try a free half of real mild* on production of a token which will be issued to you on entry.  
If you like what you try, there will be plenty of opportunity to try another real mild as 
there will be at least one such beer available at The Boundary during May Mild Month, 
and hopefully at selected other pubs in the branch area. 
 

John Norman, CAMRA Light & Dark Supporters spokesman said “I urge all beer drinkers 
to try a pint of real mild this month to celebrate one of Britain’s finest styles of beer.  We 
need to do as much as we can to save this wonderful drink from disappearing from British 
pubs.” 
 

* - Offer limited to the first firkin only of Leadmill Marehay Mild. 
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Well, the 12th Mansfield Beer Festival has 
come and gone and one or two new things 
were tried this year such as the Thursday 
evening opening and a bottled beer bar. As 
always, we tried very hard to provide 
some quality entertainment and I’m sure 
that those who attended the various events 
were well pleased. 

A bit of a mile-stone was achieved at the 
festival when our 300th branch member 
was signed up. For all you non-members 
out there why not join us and help the 
branch to top the 400 mark. 

The Rollin Stoned - the main  
entertainment on Saturday evening 

We would like to extend a huge vote of 
thanks to everybody who helped make the 
festival a success.  Acknowledgements����are 

due to Hardys & 
Hansons for the 
sponsorship of the 
festival glasses, to 
John Sankey (Estate 
Agents) for their beer 
sponsorship, to the 
Museum Brewing 

Company for producing the festival brew 
and also to the Broadstone, Leadmill and 
Holland Breweries for their festival spe-
cials. Thank you also to Richard Payne of 
the Widow Frost, Mansfield for staging 
the press launch for the festival.  
May we also send thanks to Aizlewoods, 
ASDA & Middlebrook Garage, Bagthorpe 
for their generous help.  

We are pleased to say that 
a charity box was run at 
this year’s event with the 
donations being for the 
benefit of the Lincs & 

Notts Air Ambulance. Final figure will be 
published in the next issue.  
The Beer of the Festival voting resulted in: 
1st      Beartown Pandamonium Stout 
2nd     RCH Pitchfork 
3rd      Hanby Cherry Bomb 
We are always looking to try to improve 
the festival so if anybody out there has any 
constructive comments then please let us 
know. This festival, as well as Ashfield 
and the Moorgreen Show, are organised 
by a handful of volunteers. We are always 
grateful of any additional help so if you 
fancy giving up some of your spare time 
then please come along to any of our 
branch meetings and have a chat with us. 

Jono Dawson, our 300th branch member 
being presented with a branch polo shirt by 
Membership Secretary Diana Heathcote.  
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There is always the full range of Hardys and Hansons beer on hand pump, with seasonal 
beers as appropriate, and the cellar is well kept, so you can enjoy a cracking pint ( or three) 
with or without a superb meal. Call in for yourselves and try it out. A bonus in Spring and 
Summer (I forget which day they fall on this year) is the large outdoor Beer Garden and 
Children’s Play Area. So do yourselves a favour, come to sunny(?) Kirkby and experience 
the warm welcome and excellent hospitality of the Badger Box. It is situated on Derby 
Road, Kirkby in Ashfield, Notts NG17 9BX (tel. 01623 752243) at the traffic lights,
opposite the Annesley Welfare, at the junction with Forest Road 
 

Keith & Bobby Wells 

CAMRA welcomes NAO recommendations for the modernisation of 
weights & measures laws  

CAMRA, The Campaign for Real Ale, supports calls by the 
National Audit Office for a modernisation of the Weights & 
Measures legislation to stop beer drinkers being served short 
measures in pubs. The report, ‘Regulation of Weights and 
Measures’ released in March, claims that licensees are selling 
an extra 200 million pints of beer each year than they buy in 
with a wholesale value of £130 million. CAMRA’s own re-
search shows that 9 out of 10 pints sold in British pubs are less 
than 100% liquid and that 1 in 4 pints are less than the indus-

try’s own guidelines of 95% minimum liquid. 
Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns and Com-
munications said, "It’s quite clear that some 
new legislation is needed to protect Britain’s 
15 million beer drinkers from short measures 
in pubs. The current system of self-regulation 
has failed and consumers are paying through 
the nose for beer they are not receiving. We 
need a law which protects consumers by de-
fining a pint of beer and cider as 100% liquid, 
making it an offence to serve short measures." 
CAMRA has been campaigning for ‘an honest 
pint law’ for many years, but current Govern-
ment proposals for a 95% minimum pint rule 
will still leave beer drinkers short-changed by 
millions of pounds every week and will be 
difficult to enforce. 
Mike Benner said, "The National Audit Office 
report is a welcome step forward and we now 
need to see action in the form of new legisla-
tion which guarantees that beer drinkers get 
what they pay for – a full liquid pint every 
time." 
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High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse.  
Tel. 01623 464403. 

 

Always 6 Traditional Ales  
 

Quiz Night on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 

 
 

Very Friendly Atmosphere                

Lounge and Tap Room 
 

CAMRA   
Good Beer Guide Entry 

2003 
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Oh to be different, but unfortunately remain the same! 
                          
We have all noticed how pubs have to be altered, some in small ways but alas others often  
beyond recognition. All for profit – sorry, “progress.” Themed, names changed, bright 
lights and flashy interiors to name a few. All trying to be different but all finishing up the 
same. Is it only me who sees these pubs as cloned and not individualised and who sees 
through the façade? This, of course, could be ageist – “Go and stick to your old, filthy 
boozer, Bladderwart” I hear you say. Not so. I really do like some of the modern, tasteful 
refurbishments – anyway, I don’t go to filthy boozers, I only drink with them! 
This business about being the same makes me smile as I go back to my early drinking days 
(the late 60’s). I hope those of you of my age can recall some of the truly awful cask beers 
that were being churned out – the landlords should have been shot. 
In Nottingham you could go into a few pubs – the same Nottingham brewer, the same beer 
type and get the full range of tastes from good to truly awful. How many times did we say 
“not in here, he can’t keep his ale.” This, I fear, put some of my mates off ale for life and 
onto lager, or so-called lager. At the time they were probably trying to be different or even 
possibly trendy. The word “lager” is German in origin and means “store room” or “to 
store” and it is probably where we got our word “larder” from. Because of problems with 
infection, we only used to brew in the colder months, everybody did this – with us it was 
“Old Ale, Stock Ale or Keeping Ale.” The Germans called it Lagern beer, stored for the 
summer, not this stuff they chuck out nowadays without any true storage. In truth, any 
stored beer could be said to be lagered. 
“Why,” as I said to my mates “when you have all this choice, do you still drink that stuff?” 
“Because its always the same quality” they said. Yes, I know it’s the same bland taste but I 
believe that is why keg beer is drunk, some people fear poorly kept ale which you can still 
find even now. It is this “sameness” they like and see real ale as a gamble! Of course the 
big brewers like the keg as the cellar work is not so involved and some of the managers 
they employ could be selling shoes – let’s face it, some of their beer tastes like old socks 
anyway! No feeling about what they are selling and in trying to be different, they are all 
the same. 
A young man joins the firm as an apprentice plumber, he has a strange hair-do, will not 
wear overalls, safety boots are for coffin dodgers (young people don’t break toes!) and is 
desperately trying to be different. Come legal drinking age he’s done tins and cheap cider; 
we show him the true way, the good tastes, how to be different to impress your mates. I 
see him out with his mates in a well known Mansfield cask pub – “Hello” says I, “What 
are you having?” (I show him my ale and tell him about the taste) “I’m with me mates but 
thanks anyway.” Wait for it, one has nitro fizz, so they all have it – some apprenticeship 
that was – they try to be different but remain the same! 
But things are changing – not as many people are going out for a drink nowadays – they 
are demanding something different, so they are trying anything and some, although the 
change is slow, are trying a guest cask ale. This is generally a national brand – now that is 
trying to be different! We are still having to shout to get the message over, so that, rather 
unfortunately, is also the same. 
 

Best wishes to all …. Bladderwart the Trauma.  (Name withheld to protect the innocent). 
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Hello Everyone,  
 

Some of you will already be aware of our plans to run a spring beer festival, however if 
you have not heard or would like more details then read on.  
Named Spring Fest (I know it lacks imagination but its descriptive) it will take place on 
the 16th, 17th & 18th May 2003. As with Cloktoberfest there will be some great beer and 
great entertainment. Bryan Mills  is interested in playing a solo set possibly on the Friday 
night, Wyrd Wood (an acoustic cover band with some of there own material) for Saturday 
and the ever popular Clock Inn All Stars for Sunday Lunch time.  
Keep an eye on www.theclockinn.co.uk/beerfest for updated information. 
                                                                                     Ed & Bob Skinner, The Clock Inn 
 

If you happen to miss this event, then call at The Clock Inn anyway for a beer, or why not 
a meal (homemade food is served 12-2.30 & 5.30-8.30, Monday to Friday; 12-8, Saturday 
and 12-3, Sunday). This great pub is open All Day, every Day and don’t forget the quiz 
nights every Saturday at 8 pm. 
 

Keep up to date by visiting: www.theclockinn.co.uk 

Oh, Lisa, you and your stories: Bart's a vampire, beer kills brain cells. Now let's go back to 
that……..building….....thingie…….. where our beds and TV…..... is. 
 

Source: Homer Simpson 
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PUB OF THE SEASON 
Our April branch meeting was at our 
Winter Pub of the Season - the Horse & 
Groom, Scarcliffe. This GBG entry pub 
is located at the cross roads at the top of 
the village of Scarcliffe on the B6417 
road. This attractive village, with well-
established woodlands nearby, was 
known as Scardeclif (meaning cliff or 
steep slope with a gap) in the Domesday 
Book but there is nothing old fashioned 
about the superb beers which James 
Winston Butler, the landlord, serves. The pub, a genuine free house, usually has around 6 
beers on offer and is well worth a visit. It really is a little gem - no loud music, no gaming 
machines, no food but a friendly welcome in what is a rarity - a proper British pub. 

 

The Spring Pub of the Season vote resulted in the Widow Frost at Mansfield being 
awarded the title. Our July Branch Meeting, to be held on Tuesday, 1st July, will therefore 
be here. Why not come along and join us. The certificate will be presented to the pub and 
the vote for the Summer Pub of the Season will take place. Nominations are always most 
welcome but you must be prepared to give a brief account of why any particular pub, or 
club, is being nominated. 

IF THIS LITTLE BOX 
HAS CAUGHT YOUR 
EYE THEN IT WILL 

ALSO CATCH  
POTENTIAL  
CUSTOMERS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See our advertising 
rates on page 2 

B.B.P. NEWS -  
Beer, Brewery & Pub News in 
and about our area. 

 
 

The Countryman, Kirkby is now being run by 
Anita and Louise with a superb range of real 
ales still on offer.  
 
 

The Landlord & Landlady of the Shepherds 
Rest, Bagthorpe have moved down the road to 
the Dixies Arms, Bagthorpe. 
 
 

The Workpeoples at Huthwaite has undergone 
refurbishment but real 
ale was not on the 
decorating list. 
 
 

Old Speckled Hen is 
on offer at Palterton 
Miners Wefare. 
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Hop To it – and help avoid heart attacks 
 

Hops in beer may help significantly reduce the risk of heart attacks 
in regular drinkers, new research shows. Scientists at the Hebrew 
University School of Pharmacy in Jerusalem gave Israeli Maccabee 
beer to 24 male patients aged 46 to 72 with coronary artery disease 
for 30 days, while another group drank only mineral water.  
Both groups ate a similar diet, rich in fruit and vegetables, during the 
experiment.  
The researchers found the beer caused structural changes in the 
blood-clotting protein fibrinogen that can significantly reduce the 
risk of heart attacks. Dr Shela Gorinstein, a senior researcher at the School of Pharmacy, 
said it was the hops in beer, rather than the alcohol, that was largely responsible for the 
effect. 
 

Article taken, with permission, from the ‘Morning Advertiser’ dated  16th January 2003.   

Hops in beer - good 
for you 

Two peanuts walked into a bar. One was assaulted.  

 

As a drunk lurched down the road he saw a motorist under the bonnet of his car. ‘Whash 
the matter?’ ‘Piston broke,’ came the reply. ‘Me too,’ said the drunk staggering off.  

 

A jump-lead walks into a bar. The barman says, 'I'll serve you, but don't start anything'.  



May 6      Branch Meeting, Forest Lodge, Edwinstowe 
May 13    Festival Meeting, Railway Inn, Mansfield 
May 20    Committee Meeting, White Swan, South Normanton  
June 3      Branch Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lwr Bagthorpe - John Hutchinson 
                of Everards Brewery will be in attendance for an informal chat 
June 10    Beer Festival Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
JUNE 24 BRANCH AGM, COUNTRYMAN, KIRKBY IN ASHFIELD 
                7.30 PM - BUFFET, MEETING STARTS 8.30 PM PROMPT 
July 1      Branch Meeting, Widow Frost, Mansfield  
                Pub of the Season Presentation & Vote for Summer POS 
July 8      Beer Festival Meeting, Railway Inn, Mansfield 
July 15     Committee Meeting, Railway Inn, Selston 
Aug. 5     Branch Meeting, Greyhound, Mansfield Woodhouse - followed by 
                mini pub crawl 
Aug. 12   Beer Festival Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
Aug. 19   Committee Meeting, Ling Forest, Mansfield 

��������	��������	��������	��������	 ����CAMRA 

 

CAMRA 
MEETING 

HERE 
PLEASE 
JOIN US 

TUESDAY BRANCH 
MEETINGS (8.30 pm) 

Please note - transport is available to ALL our Branch Meetings 
Available seats on our trips are limited, so book your place as soon as possible by calling the 
Soc. Sec. Trips are open to anybody who wishes to come along. Dates and venues may change 
so consult the latest What’s Brewing or call the Soc. Sec. The cost of a branch meeting or pub 
survey trip is £3. All other trips will be £5 or more - a £3 deposit is required for all trips.  

REGIONAL 
MEETINGS  

 

Sat. 7th June 
12 noon Derby 
Rowing Club 
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PROPOSED TRIPS/EVENTS    

May 10   Mild Promotion with  
               Chesterfield Branch - meet 
               at Clock Inn at 8.30 pm 
May 17   Mild Promotion at The 
               Boundary, South Normanton 
               starting 12 noon 
July 4      Rum Runner (Retford) Beer 
               Festival 
July 11    Derby Beer Festival 
Aug. 5    Ale Away Day to GBBF 
               Trade Session 
Aug. 21  Elgoods Brewery and 
               Peterborough Beer Festival 
Oct 16 to 19 Belgium Beer Festival 

CROSS KEYS BEER FESTIVAL 
 

Market Place, Belper on Friday, 13th to Sunday, 15th June 2003           Around 15 beers available 

Mansfield & Ashfield Branch AGM 
 

Nominations for Committee posts required. These 
must be signed by the proposer, a seconder and the 

nominee (showing his/her willingness to stand) 

  

Essential posts are: Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Membership Secretary, Pubs Officer.  

 

Other desirable posts are: Social Secretary, Publicity 
Officer, Newsletter Editor, Local Guide Editor, Beer 
Festival Organiser, Webmaster and Young Members’ 

Coordinator  
 

Any motions for discussion and voting at the AGM 
MUST be in writing and be received by the Branch 

Secretary by 10th June 2003. 

13 

26th DERBY BEER FESTIVAL 
 

Assembly Rooms, Market Place, Derby on  
Wednesday, 9th to Sunday, 13th July 

  

Over 100 different beers plus cider and perry, plus 
fruit wines, plus European and North American  

bottled beers, plus Fentiman’s soft drinks 

 

CAMRA members FREE ALL SESSIONS 
OAPs free every lunchtime. 

 

Evening entertainment: Wed Great Hall Drowsy 
Maggie, Darwin Suite Local Band Showcase. Thu 
Great Hall Beech Boys Inc. Fri Great Hall Blue 

Horses Darwin Suite Shameless Quo. Sat Great Hall 
Once More Unto the Bleach (Blondie) Darwin Suite 

Dave Onions Band. Sun Three Wheel Drive. 

 

Website www.derbycamra.org.uk 

MOORGREEN SHOW 2003 
Sunday 24th to Monday 25th August  

 
 

 

 

COR

The full version of this renowned Ag-
ricultural Show is back so why not 

come along but make a point of visit-
ing the  

CAMRA REAL 
ALE BAR   

8th NEWARK BEER FESTIVAL  

 

MAY 23-25 (Fri-Sun) at Riverside Park, Newark, 
(2 minutes walk from Castle Station) 

 

Opening times Fri/Sat 11-10pm, Sun noon-10pm.  
Admission £2.50 members, £3.50 non members (incl 

free souvenir glass & programme).  
Around 120 traditional beers as well as cider, perry 
and country wines. Musical entertainment on at all 

sessions except Fri lunchtime.  
 

Full info at www.newarkbeerfestival.co.uk    

G.B.B.F.  
                            

August 5-9 (Tues-Sat)  
London Olympia  

(next to Kensington Olympia) 
  

Britain's biggest beer festival 
with over 450 real ales plus 

cider, perry and lager  
 

Opening all day Wednesday for the 
first time, Tuesday 5-10 pm  

Wed-Friday 12 noon-10.30 pm 
Saturday 11.30 am-7 pm.  

 

Live music daily plus Family Room 
 

CAMRA Lounge and Corporate  
hospitality available.  

 

Entry £4-5 for CAMRA members.  
 

See page 22 and 23 for more details 
or visit www.gbbf.org.uk or contact 
louise.ashworth@camra.org.uk         

Mini Beer Festival  
2nd - 6th July at the  

RUM RUNNER,  
Wharf Road, Retford  


