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MAY 
 

2nd - Idle  
Hands Blue 

 
9th - The Sean 
Webster Band 

 
16th - Brother Craig 

& The Monkfish 
 

23rd - Stumble 
Brothers 

 
30th - Eddie Juke 

 
JUNE 

 
6th - Old School 

 
13th - Stryder 

 
20th - Three  
Wheel Drive 

 
27th - Slingers 

 
JULY 

 
4th  

Motorheadache 
 

11th - TBA 
 

18th - Adhesive 
 

25th - TBA 

Live Music 
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Summer 2004               
FREE COPY - PLEASE TAKE ONE 

Over 4000 copies of this newsletter  
are produced by the Mansfield  

& Ashfield Branch of the  
CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE       

Broadmeadows 
South Normanton 

(see page 21) 
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CAMRA REAL ALE BAR AT THE  
MOORGREEN SHOW - see page 13 



���������	
 ��
If you would like to advertise in this publication then contact the editor - the rates are: full 
page £60, half page £30, quarter page £15, (Special rates for 4 adverts). 

�
	����������� �
Chairman &     Brian Hayden,  � 01623 453148 
Booze News     120 Hill Crescent, Sutton in Ashfield, 
Editor               Notts. NG17 4JF 
                         E-Mail: brian.hayden@ntlworld.com 

 

Secretary          Andrew Brett,  � 01773 778316 
                         E-Mail: andrew.brett@ntlworld.com 

 

Treasurer:         Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701,  
                         E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 

 

Beer Festival    Nigel Heathcote, � 01773 780727 
Co-Ordinator    E-Mail: nigelheathcote@ntlworld.com 
 

Mem. Sec.        Gus Manning, �  01623 471774 
                         E-Mail: gusinthepub@ntlworld.com 

 

Pubs Officer     Bobby Wells, � 01623 484701,  
                         E-Mail: bobby.wells@ntlworld.com 

 

Social Sec            John Woolliscroft,  �  01773 530614  
                         E-Mail: woollysox@ntlworld.com 
 

Committee:      David Brett, � 01773 778316 
                              E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 

                         Jenny Woolliscroft, � 01773 776003 
                              E-Mail: jennyjw@ntlworld.com  
                         Carl Brett,  � 01773 778316            
                              E-Mail: carl.brett@ntlworld.com 

                         John Barrows, � 01623 627253       
                              E-Mail: barrowsjohn1@hotmail.com 

 
 

��
�������������	����
Complain to Nottinghamshire C. C.  Trading Standards Service, 100 Chesterfield 

Road South, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, NG19 7AQ   �  01623 452005 
Email mansfield.tss@nottscc.gov.uk 

Booze News is copyright Mansfield & Ashfield Branch and CAMRA Ltd 2004.  

The deadline for entries for the Autumn Booze News is Tuesday, 6 July 2004.  

�

��� 	��� � �� This magazine is published by the Mansfield & Ashfield 
Branch of CAMRA. Any opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily 
endorsed by the editor or by CAMRA. BOOZE NEWS is printed by: Unwin Print, 5 New 
Hill, Farnsfield, Notts. NG22 8JN.  � 01623 882627: Evenings 01623 559667  �

�  

WEB SITE 
 
 

Why not visit 
our web  
site at:   

 

www.mansfieldcamra.org.uk 
or 

www.camra.org.uk/mansfield 
This contains the latest Booze 

News articles, beer festival  
updates, meeting venues and 

planned events and trips. 
Web page e-mail address is: 

camra@mansfieldcamra.org.uk  

CAMRA HQ  
230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, 
Herts, AL1 4LW. 
�  01727 - 867201  
Web: www.camra.org.uk    
E-Mail: camra@camra.org.uk  

2 

PUBLICAN’S HOTLINE  
Please inform us of any new 
seasonal or guest beers which 
you are planning to have or 
anything else which ought to be 
mentioned in Booze News - 
please contact the editor. ��
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JOIN CAMRA NOW  
Membership Application - Please fill in your details below. 
 

Payment Methods: 
[  ] Direct Debit (includes 3 months free membership) a form will be sent to you   
[  ] Cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd. 
 
Title ………………….. Surname ……………………… ..………………………. 

 

DOB ……………...….. Forename(s) …………………………………………….. 
 
 

Partner’s Title …………Surname ……………………… ………………………... 

 

DOB ……………...….. Forename(s) …………………………………………….. 
 
Address ……………………………………………………………………………. 
 

……………………….....……………......…………… Postcode...................…….. 
    
Tel. ………………….….… Email: ……………………………………………….. 
 
I do NOT wish to receive  information about CAMRA's activities 
 
Please indicate below (circle amount) which category applies to the recipient: 
 
Single…………………………….£16 
Joint………………………………£19 
Under 26………………………….£9 
Under 26 Joint……………………£12 
Retired……………………………£9 
Retired Joint……………………...£12         
 
I enclose a cheque, payable to CAMRA , for  £ ……………...  
 

Send to: CAMRA, Membership Secretary, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, Herts, 
AL1 4LW 
 
Signed……………………… Date………………………. 
 

Or join online at www.camra.org.uk 
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CALLING ALL BEER LOVERS  
 

Love beer? Want to help protect it as well as drink it? Want to 
make sure you can continue to enjoy your favourite pint of real ale 
in your local pub? Well, you may be interested to know that's 
what the Campaign for Real Ale, CAMRA, is trying to ensure. 
We are one of the most successful consumer organisations in the 
country. We campaign to help protect consumer rights, promote 

quality, choice and value for money as well as campaigning to save local pubs and 
independent breweries. So why not become part of CAMRA and help us continue 
our fight for consumer choice and diversity! 
 

Membership & its benefits: 
 

Membership costs just £16 a year and for this you receive: 
 

· Our lively monthly publication What's Brewing, giving hard news from the 
world of pubs and beer as well as providing information about festivals and 
special events. 

· Free or substantially reduced entry to all  CAMRA beer festivals throughout 
the UK, including the Great British Beer Festival 

· Discounts on many CAMRA publications, including our best-selling Good 
Beer Guide.  

 

There are over 180 branches and 67,000 members 
and between campaigning, beer festivals, brewery 
trips & pub visits there is plenty going on. Find 
out more about what's going on in your local area 
and join online at www.camra.org.uk 

Great Gift Idea 
for Father’s Day 

 

Stuck for a gift idea this  
Father’s Day? Why not get a 

gift he will enjoy for the 
whole year? CAMRA  

membership - The ideal gift 
for anyone who loves real ale. 

 

A whole year of CAMRA 
membership costs just £16 
(Just £9 if he is over 65 or 

fully retired). So for the gift 
idea that he will still be  

thanking you for in months-
to-come, buy him a  CAMRA 

membership today!  

Will you help us? With over 230 pubs in our 
area, it is hard to keep track. Please let us know 
of anything which ought to be reported.                          
 

  Thanks. 

Don’t Miss The Booze News  
If you would like to be sure of receiving a copy 
of this newsletter then you can opt in to our mail-
ing service. Please send four 1st class stamps to:  
Jenny Woolliscroft, Mansfield &  
Ashfield CAMRA, 68A New Westwood,  
Westwood, Nottingham, NG16 5JD 

The full Royal Crown Derby Tour 
Tour the real working factory in the company of 
an experienced guide and watch the production of 
tableware and giftware from clay through to the 
finished hand decorated product. 
 
Enjoy continuous demonstrations of hand skills 
such as flower making, painting and gilding. 
 
Visit the museum full of treasures tracing our 
history and heritage back to 1750. 
 
With the full tour, your admission is refundable 
on a minimum spend in the factory shop and you 
receive a free cup of tea or coffee in the 
restaurant. 
 
The full tour is available Monday to Friday – see 
tour times. 
 
Visitor Centre only tickets including 
demonstration studio and museum also available 
seven days a week. 
 
Two for One Visitor Centre Admission at 
the Weekend 
The Visitor Centre experience including 
demonstration studio and museum is available 
each and every weekend at a ‘two for one’ 
discounted rate. Bring this advert to claim. 
 
The Factory Shop 
A superb range of Royal Crown Derby products 
including the highly collectable paperweights. 
Take advantage of saving 30% or more on slight 
seconds. 
 
The Restaurant 
Enjoy a freshly cooked meal or light snack on the 
finest Royal Crown Derby china. The fully 
licensed restaurant seats 120 and is available for 
private hire. 

Come to Royal Crown Derby and see the creation of the 
world famous china tableware and giftware 

Opening Times and Prices 
 

The Full Tour 
Factory tours leave at the following times, 10am, 
11am, 1.15pm or 2.15pm, there’s no 2.15 tour on 
Fridays. Please book in advance. 
 

Visitor Centre 
Monday-Saturday 9.30am –5pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm  
(last admission one hour before closing). 
 

Shop 
Monday- Saturday 9am-5pm, 
Sunday 10.30am-4.pm. 
 

Admission 
Full Tour – Adult £4.95, Conc. £4.75, Family 
£18 – children under 10yrs are not allowed on the 
factory tour. 
 
Visitor Centre  - Adult £2.95, Conc. £2.75, 
Family £10 – two for one admission at the 
weekend. 
 
You can visit the shop 
and restaurant without 
a ticket. 
 
Address 
194 Osmaston Road 
Derby DE23 8JZ 
Tel: 01332 712800 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Buy 1 item and get a second half price Whilst stock last. (Seconds product only).  

Some items may be excluded from this offer.  
Valid 1st June – 30th June 2004  Bring this advert to claim 
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The Boundary 
 

The Boundary at Broadmeadows, South Normanton is going from strength to 
strength with the recent addition of the popular award winning Westons Old Rosie 
Scrumpy onto the regular list. This is joined by Hardys & Hansons Olde Trip and 
Boundary 5.2 (brewed by Leadmill Brewery). According to demand, up to three 
further guest ales are available at any one time – recent beers featured have in-
cluded Archers Great Bear, Charles Wells Bombardier, Draught Bass, Falstaff 
Smiling Assassin, Fuller’s London Pride, Robinsons Old Stockport and Wards 
Best Bitter to name but a few. There is also a popular Guest Beer Club, where the 
customer is invited to request a beer to be stocked – when the beer is on sale, that 
customer is entitled to purchase the beer at a reduced price. In addition to real ales, 
a wide range of other drinks are available. 
If you are feeling hungry, The Boundary can also cater for your eating require-
ments, with Hot Food available EVERY day, including Curry Night on Wednes-
day – a choice of at least FIVE curries including naan bread and a drink for just 
£5, Hot Roast Cob Night on Thursday and the ever-popular Traditional Sunday 
Carvery, served from 12:00noon to 3:00pm (unless sold out sooner) with a choice 
of THREE succulent roasts. In addition, there is a wide ranging Children’s menu 
available for the younger ones, together with FREE Indoor & Outdoor play areas. 
The Boundary is also holding its first Beer Festival from 4th to 6th June, where 
there will be approximately 20 beers, ciders and fruit wines available, ranging 
from national favourites such as Timothy Taylor Landlord, Batemans XXXB and 
Greene King IPA, to the smaller local microbreweries including Leadmill of 
Denby and Falstaff of Derby. Hot Food and Soft Drinks will be available at all 
sessions, with entertainment being provided on the Friday and Saturday evenings.  
A souvenir festival glass will also be available. See the advert opposite. 

CAMRA National Beer Scoring System (NBSS) is a 6 (0-5) point scale for judging 
beer quality in pubs. It is an easy to use system that has been designed to assist branches in 
selecting pubs for the Good Beer Guide and also monitor beer quality by encouraging 
CAMRA members from any part of the world to report beer quality on any pub in the UK. 
0 Undrinkable. No cask ale or so poor you have to take it back or can't finish it. 
1 Poor. Beer that is barely drinkable to drinkable with considerable resentment.  
2 Average. Competently kept, drinkable pint but doesn't inspire in any way, not worth 
moving to another pub but you drink the beer without really noticing. 
3 Good. Good beer in good form. You may cancel plans to move to the next pub. You 
want to stay for another pint and may seek out the beer again. 
4 Very Good. Excellent beer in excellent condition. 
5 Perfect. Probably the best you are ever likely to find. A seasoned drinker will award this 
score very rarely.  
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… alcohol. By now it was two-thirty, and our stomachs were in  some distress, so, 
having invited John to our Festival, we bid him a fond farewell, and headed for 
something to eat, and home.  
 

A lot of water, about sixty pounds worth of malt and ten pounds worth of yeast 
were about to be transformed into sixteen firkins (576 pints) of strong ale for the 
Mansfield Beer Festival. It was a long, but interesting day, and hopefully, the re-
sulting beer, named Jester in the Tower, proved it was worth the effort. 

                                                                                                                  John West 

Many Happy Returns to: 
John Barrows (21st May), John Woolliscroft (27th June), Helen Manning (22nd July), Gus 
Manning (26th July), and not forgetting Neil Cook’s 50th on 29th August.  
Congratulations on your anniversary go to: 
John & Nicole Barrows (3rd May), Brian & Maureen Hayden (30th on 11th May) and 
John & Celia West (7th Aug). 
Our apologies: 
To Bladderwort for missing his birthday on 19th February 
Congratulations on your award to: 
Chesterfield Branch of CAMRA for being voted the website of the year. 

Up to 5 Real Ales  
plus Old Rosie Scrumpy 

 

Olde Trip & Boundary 5.2 are the 
regulars + plenty of changing guests:  

Leadmill Beers, Archers Beers,
Batemans XXXB, Draught Bass  

plus many more 
 

1st Boundary Beer Festival 
See separate advert on page 5 

Quiz Night every Thursday 
 

Live entertainment every  
Friday and Saturday 
Alfreton Big Band  
Alternate Mondays 

Food available every day: 
Wednesday - Curry Night 

Thursday - Hot Roast Cobs 
plus Traditional Sunday Carvery 
Function Suites available for hire 

 

FREE Indoor 
& Outdoor 
Children’s 
Play Area 
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Jesters at the Tower  
 

It is dawn on Friday 13th February, 2004, and the alarm 
rings in the gloom. I emerge from the bedclothes, and 
make my way gingerly downstairs. I fill the kettle, and 
turn it on. Then I load the frying pan with butter and oil, 
mushrooms, tomato, and bacon, bring to the boil, cover, 
and turn down to simmer. I plod back upstairs on auto-
pilot, to shower and dress. Vaguely awake now, I return 
to the kitchen to add the egg to the frying-pan to complete 
the full English breakfast, and make some toast and a cup 
of tea. I eat and drink, more out of duty than hunger or thirst, it’s just fuel.  
 

The walk through the wood to the bus-stop, and the journey into Nottingham, pass 
in a blur. Another stroll through the city-centre to the train-station finally wakes 
me up, and the 08.09 to Cardiff leaves on time. Leaving the train at Burton on 
Trent at 08:51, I stride up the stairs to meet my taxi (thanks, Jenny) who whisks us 
towards the Tower Brewery, a mile or so away. At nine o’ clock prompt, we find 
it, tucked behind some former Victorian malting-houses, down a side-road, in an 
exquisite red-brick water-pumping house, with a grey slate roof.  
 

The brewer, John, met us at the door, and ushered us into an immaculately clean 
room, where the steam-engine of the Thomas Salt Maltings was originally housed. 
Behind the serried ranks of barrels, the stainledss-steel mash-tub, hop-back and 
gleamed in one corner. The porridge-like malt had been mashed with boiling wa-
ter at 07:30, and already looked like a brown ale, and smelled and tasted like 
Ovaltine. We were plied with coffee, and given a tour of the three-storey building. 
We chatted until about ten-thirty, when the liquor was passed through a sieve, and 
pumped up to the vessel, where a sackful of Challenger Hops we’d weighed out 
was added to the boiling liquor to create the bitterness. A long boil ensued, more 
coffee was provided, and David gallantly agreed to shovel the solid remains of the 

mash out of the mash-tub, and into a skip which was destined 
for some hungry cattle. Then we took a stroll to while away 
the time, and warm up our freezing feet. 

 

By about one, our stomachs were noisily reminding us it was 
lunch time, and I was so glad I’d eaten at seven. Your indefati-
gable workers loyally stuck with it, however, and the liquor 
was passed through the hop-back (it’s like a giant sieve) where 
we’d added more hops for the aroma. The liquor was finally 
pumped to the fermentation vessel and I had the honour of 
adding the bucketful of liquid yeast to begin the fermentation. 
This is where the yeast turns the sugars from the cereals into ...  

5 
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If  so – why not come along on our  
fabulous trip to London and the Great 
British Beer Festival visiting Young’s 
Brewery at the same time. 
 

Some of you came with us 2 years ago 
when we did a similar trip, but we went 
to the Fuller’s brewery instead.  All 
those that went then, said ‘When are 
you doing it again, but why not try an-
other brewery next time ?’ so here it is. 
 

Your trip will start at South Normanton 
or Mansfield, but could include Derby / 
Nottingham or another pick-up point 
(depending upon numbers) on Tuesday 
3rd August 2004 at around 7.30am.  
 

On arrival at London St. Pancras we 
will make our way by the Underground 
to The Hilton at Olympia.  Here, once 
we have checked in, we will have the 
next 2 days to please ourselves. 
 

The Great British Beer Festival opens at 
5pm on Tuesday, unless you have been 
previously invited to go to the trade only 
session in the early afternoon. 
 

Full English Breakfast is included at our 
hotel for the next 2 days to set you up 
for the day ahead, where you can decide 
to do as little or as much as you want to 
do.  
 

You could either return to GBBF,  or 
feel free to explore some of the delights  
that London has to offer, including 
Shopping, Museums or anything else 

that may take your fancy - the choice is 
yours.  The nearest Tube Station 
(Olympia) is close by to make it easy to 
get around the Big City. 
 

This then takes you onto your third day 
(Thursday), when after breakfast we 
have arranged a trip to Young’s Brew-
ery in Wandsworth, before returning to 
our hotel to collect your luggage and  
commence the return trip home. 
 

The price of this trip will be £125 per 
person, this includes all travel from & 
back to your local pick up point, your 
hotel stay for 2 nights including “Full 
English Breakfast” and the tour around 
Young’s Brewery.  This price is based 
on twin or double rooms. Single rooms 
supplements are £80.   
 

You will only 
have to pay for 
entrance to any 
GBBF sessions 
you choose, and 
of course your 
food and beer 
each day ! 
 

Please enquire about the monthly  
savings scheme, designed to make it  
easier to pay for this trip over 3 Months. 

 

For further information, or to make a 
reservation please contact Carl Brett on 

(01773) 778316 or email me:  
 

carl.brett@ntlworld.com  

Trip to GBBF and Young’s Brewery 
 

Do you fancy a 3-Day trip to one of the biggest pubs in the 
world and a tour around Young’s Brewery ? 

19 
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At our Mansfield Beer Festival held in April, the Beer of 
the Festival results were: 1st Orkney Dark Island, 2nd 
Oldershaw Stargazer, 3rd Budvar 

 

Head of Steam pub group now have a new web site: 
www.theheadofsteam.co.uk 

 

The Mansfield & Ashfield Branch Pub of the Year is the 
Horse & Jockey at Selston. 
 

Other branch pubs of the year are Dewdrop, Ilkeston (Erewash); Leadmill Old 
Stables Bar, Denby (Derby); Mallard, Worksop (North Notts); Arkwright Arms, 
Sutton Cum Duckmanton (Chesterfield); Square & Compass, Normanton on Trent 
(Newark) and The Plough, Radford - home of Nottingham Brewery (Nottingham) 
- watch out for a trip out to check on all these pubs!   
 

The Boundary at Broadmeadows in South Normanton now has a regular house 
beer - Boundary - a 5.2% offering brewed by Leadmill as well as the regulars of 
Olde Trip and now Westons Old Rosie cider. 
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Old Freddy Walker from Moor Beer Company, Bridgwater, Som-
erset was named as the Supreme Champion Winter Beer of Britain 
2004 by a panel of judges at CAMRA's national winter celebration 
of beer in January and were presented with their award at the Ring 
O'Bells pub in Ashcott on Monday 22nd March. 
 
Old Freddy Walker is a 7.3% Barley Wine and described in the 

2004 edition of the Good Beer Guide as a 'Rich, dark, strong ale with a fruity 
complex taste, leaving a fruitcake finish'. 
 
Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns said, "It's an incredible achievement for every-
one at Moor. There are many hundreds of old ales, barley wines, stouts, porters 
and other winter beer styles so the competition is always stiff. We hope that this 
award will go some way to help promote this fantastic beer!" Arthur Frampton, 
owner of the Moor Beer Company, said "I was overjoyed with Old Freddy Walker 
winning the Champion Winter Beer of Britain competition. It's a great result and a 
reward for all the hard work we have put in at the brewery. Old Freddy Walker is 
named after an elderly real ale lover in the village of Ashcott, near Bridgwater 
where the brewery is based.  
 

The silver prize went to Gales brewery, based in Horndean in 
Hampshire, for their superb 'Festival Mild'. Derek Beaves, Head 
of Marketing at Gales, said "Both myself and the brewing team at 
Gales are delighted to have won the silver prize. Festival is always 
popular at beer festivals and flies the flag for real Mild beers." 
 
The Bronze award went to the Shepherd 
Neame brewery from Faversham in Kent 
for their 'Original Porter'.  

 
For more information: 
Mike Benner: 07971 591224 
Tony Jerome: 07736 948186  
Arthur Frampton, Moor Beer Company Brewery: 07809 056855 
Derek Beaves, Gales Brewery: 02392 571212 
Shepherd Neame Brewery: 01795 532206 
CAMRA National Press Office: 01727 867201 
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School Road, Lower Bagthorpe, Notts 
Telephone:  01773 810505 

 

A traditional 16 th Century Public 
House set in superb countryside 

surroundings. 
 

An excellent selection of quality beers, wines and spirits. 
 

A good choice of real ale and guest ales every week. 
 

Live music every Saturday from 9pm 
 

Beer garden to rear with children’s play area. 
 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits all. 

WINTER 2003 PUB OF THE SEASON  
 

                            - SHERWOOD RANGER, RAVENSHEAD 

 

The Sherwood Ranger at Ravenshead was voted as the Pub of the Season for  
Winter 2003 and our April branch meeting was held there.  

 
The vote for the Pub of 
the Season for Spring 

2004 took place and this 
resulted in  

The Courthouse  
at Mansfield  
being declared the  

winner - the presentation 
of the certificate will  
take place here later 

in the year.  
 
 

                    B. Hayden 

7 



8 

If you’re ever in Kent….. 
 
You’re in heaven! While the Good Beer Guide is always useful, there’s lots of 
good Pubs out there which don’t have an entry, especially in the South East.  
 
We stayed for a week, in a 500-year old half-timbered 
cottage in the middle of nowhere, between Ashford 
and Canterbury, 3 miles from the nearest pub! The first 
evening we drove into Wye, the nearest village, to The 
New Flying Horse, a delightful old pub on Upper 
Bridge Street, which served several Kentish real ales, 
all in good condition; and superb, if expensive, food.  
 
On Sunday we headed for Whitstable, on the coast, looking North over the 
Thames estuary to the miniature skyscrapers of Southend; and some wartime forts, 
used by the pirate radio stations in the early sixties, shimmering in the distance 
through the heat haze. The annual oyster festival was in full swing, and the whole 
town was heaving with people and traffic, so we ended up parking half a mile out 
of town., having left all the GBG pubs, and the quayside festival far behind. As we 
strolled back towards them, a vista of sparkling sea and sailing boats opened up at 
the end of a side street, so we turned off to have a look. On the corner with Beach 
Walk was the Hotel Continental, with a half full wine bar overlooking the beach. 
Not only were they advertising fresh locally caught seafood meals, but I could see 
there was also a single handpump, much in use, on the bar. Naturally, we fell for 
it, and I enjoyed a couple of super pints of Whitstable Ale, fresh, light and hoppy, 
with one of the best fish soups I have ever tasted. My wife enjoyed her chilled 
house white wine and prawn salad too. To one side of the bar was a separate res-
taurant, serving a la carte meals, which quickly filled up with well-dressed couples 
and families, a sure sign of a place with a good reputation. 
 

One day we visited Dungeness, a strange land 
of lakes and dead flat shingle, supporting sea 
cabbages and scrubby bushes, a bird watchers’ 
paradise. Majestic lines of pylons radiate from 
the huge dark steaming bulk of the nuclear 
power station on the point, which dwarfs the 
old lighthouse and its modern replacement. 
Nearby is the terminus of the friendly minia-
ture Romney, Hythe and Dymchurch Railway. 

A mile or so to the North, at the end of miles of bungaloid development stretching 
almost to Folkestone, some fifteen miles away, is a most unattractive modern ….. 
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Is it goodbye to Newcastle Brown Ale? 
 

Beer consumer group, the Campaign for Real Ale, today condemned 
the decision by Scottish and Newcastle to close the Tyne Brewery in 
Newcastle next year. Beer has been brewed at the site for well over 
100 years. John Holland, CAMRA's Brewing Industry Director said, 
"The loss of the brewery is a blow and represents another nail in the 
coffin for the British brewing industry. S&N is now very much a 
global company, but its roots lie in Newcastle and they would do 
well to remember that."  

 

S&N announced the closure of Fountainbridge Brewery in Edin-
burgh in February. 

 

Mr. Holland added, "It will be interesting to see if S&N change their 
name, as 'Not Scottish & Near Newcastle' would now be much more 
accurate, or maybe just '&'. The famous Newcastle Brown Ale is brewed at the 
Tyne Brewery and has protected geographical indication status from the European 
Commission, so it cannot be brewed outside of Newcastle. If the beer is brewed at 
Federation in Dunston, Gateshead, it would somewhat undermine the brand and 
local consumers will care about that." 
 

CAMRA is concerned that continued consolidation in the beer industry and the 
global focus of the market leaders is eroding the heritage of British beer. The sale 
of Federation marks the end of an era of clubs owning breweries. It is the last 
club-owned brewery in the country. 
 

Mike Benner, Head of Campaigns and Communications said, "Over the last few 
years we've seen the big global brewers dump Bass, Whitbread and Tetley's from 
their company names, replaced by Coors, Interbrew and Carlsberg UK; names 
which have little to do with our unique brewing heritage and mean very little to 
most beer drinkers. The top four brewers have over 80% of the beer market and 
most of their promotional activity is on key global lager brands. We need to see 
more commitment to the UK market with the big brewers not only producing but 
promoting real ales, nationally and regionally, to balance their lager portfolios and 
give consumers greater choice." 
 

Mr. Benner added, "The loss of yet another historical brewery and a number of 
jobs is bad news. Following the sell-off of Theakston's, closing of Fountainbridge 
and now Tyne Brewery, S&N is seriously reducing its capacity and restricting its 
ability to grow. I think that may leave it in a vulnerable position." 
 

For more information: CAMRA Press Office 01727 867201 
John Holland 0191 4874666, Mike Benner 07971 591224, Iain Loe 07801 706607 
E-mail: camra@camra.org.uk     Web: www.camra.org.uk/ 
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CAMRA views on the Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy for England  
- Pub industry needs to work with the Government to improve town 
centres 
 

Consumer Group, the Campaign for Real Ale, has welcomed the Government's 
Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy launched in March. Mike Benner, Head of 
Campaigns, said, "The Strategy provides pub companies with an opportunity to 
get involved with their local communities in order to improve the pub scene in 
town centres. In recent years, too much investment has been made in large themed 
town centre bars aimed at the lucrative youth market, while traditional community 
pubs have often been left to whither. This approach has fuelled problems with al-
cohol-related disorder and made many town centres no-go areas for anyone over 
the age of 25." 

CAMRA is encouraging the industry to throw its weight behind the 'code of good 
conduct' schemes outlined in the Strategy which will ensure that industry works 
alongside local communities on issues such as under-age drinking and making 
town centres more welcoming and safer at night. Mr. Benner added, "Participation 
in these schemes is voluntary and it is essential that the industry rises to this chal-
lenge. If it does not, then legislation is likely to be the result." 

CAMRA has also welcomed the Government's intention to work with the industry 
to reduce anti-social behaviour, by considering the layout of pubs and providing of 
seating. Mike Benner said, "The emphasis in pub design needs to move away from 
large drinking halls with few seats where customers are forced to stand and more 
people can be crammed in. It is these conditions which fuel speed drinking and 
exclude older people. More town-centre pubs need to offer a relaxed environment 
with seating and amenities to attract a better mix of people, both young and old. It 
is this mix which makes the good old British pub such a great institution." 

"The Strategy is a positive step forward and an opportunity for the industry to play 
its role in stamping out binge drinking and reducing many of the problems caused 
by alcohol misuse." 
 

The Licensing Act 2004 
CAMRA has criticised the Government for the delay in issuing the Guidelines for 
the new Licensing Act 2004 for England and Wales. Mike Benner said, "It now 
looks as though the new licensing regime may be delayed until after the general 
election. The Government has so far failed to issue the detailed guidelines re-
quired for the Act to be implemented. Enabling appropriate pubs to open longer 
will help reduce tension in town centres as pubs will close at different times and 
this will lead to a more relaxed approach to drinking. This will go a long way in 
the battle to stamp out binge drinking culture. In order to start that process the 
Government needs to get the new Licensing regime up and running as soon as 
possible." For more information contact CAMRA Press Office on 01727 867201 
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….. building, housing a pub, The Britannia. If you can battle the wind from the car 
to reach the door, you are greeted with the smell of fish and chips, and the sight of 
dozens of people sat at a sea of tables all apparently enjoying huge slabs of bat-
tered fish, literally falling off either side of their large plates. The menu was long, 
interesting and very reasonably priced. What a pity it was one of the days we’d 
taken sandwiches, as we weren’t sure what we’d find, if anything, on the peninsu-
lar. Never mind, on the bar were several handpumps, all serving a popular selec-
tion of real ales, all in good condition. What a find…I’ll be revisiting Dungeness 
one day.  

 
The last evening of our break we tried The 
Tickled Trout in Wye, down by the riverside. It 
has a large garden, where one can watch the 
fish jumping up, and the trains stop at the 
nearby station. It belongs to a pub chain, and 
serves their usual themed menu food, attrac-
tively presented and reasonably priced, as was 
their real ale; nothing to get excited about, but 
very drinkable. 

 

The following Saturday was time to 
head homewards. First, however, we 
returned to Whitstable, to enjoy the 

seaside ambience 
one last time. This 
time, we sought out 
a pub called The 
Smack which we’d 
seen the previous 
week, in sight of the 

Royal Native Oyster Fishery. It is lit-
erally on the beach, with the concrete 
sea wall looping round the old brick 
and timber building. They offered sev-
eral national brands of real ale, in good 
condition, a normal, but surprisingly 
inexpensive pub menu, and lots of 
benches to sit at on the shingle looking 
out to sea. It was really hard to tear 
ourselves away to begin the long drive 
home.                    
                                       John West 
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High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse.   
Tel. 01623 464403. 

 

Always 6 Traditional Ales  
 

Quiz Night on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 

 

Very Friendly Atmosphere                

Lounge and Tap Room 
 

CAMRA   
Good Beer Guide Entry 2004 

 
 

Winter 2003 Pub of the Season  
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LEEDS BEER, CIDER & 
PERRY FESTIVAL 2004 

 �����������	�
���������
�����  
  
I finished work at lunch time on Friday 12th 
of March and set out by rail to the Leeds Beer 
Festival held at Pudsey Civic Hall. I was to 
join the staffing team on the membership 
stand during the Friday evening and all day 
Saturday. Never having been to Leeds Beer 
Festival before, I’d been invited to help by 
someone I’d met at the Great British Beer 
Festival in London last year.  
I set to work as soon as I got there and also 
worked my way through some of the perrys 
and ciders available - and what a varied taste 
range there was, although sadly, they all sold 
out well before the end of the festival.  
Not being in our local East Midlands area, I 
was surprised by the amount of faces I did 
recognise. 'Obviously a Festival which is 
worth travelling to' I thought. People queued 

outside in the near freezing temperatures for over an hour, being admitted when people left 
the building, as the Festival saw its highest number of drinkers through the door. With a 
membership of more than 70 000 nationwide, the ranks of CAMRA were enlarged when 
91 new members joined over the four day event. 
The overall range and quality of the food available and the efficiency 
and friendliness of the catering team was good. I knew I was in 
the north of England when I saw plates containing bread & dripping 
garnished with two thick slices of black pudding, although normal 
food like sandwiches, pies and chips were also available 
This is the only Beer Festival I’ve been to (and I’ve been to 
more than my fair share) where I didn’t hear anyone complain 
about the music. The local bands that played each evening and the 
atmosphere they helped create were fantastic, congratulations to 
the person who booked them. More of the same for next year!  
The festival boasted around 160 beers, 18 ciders & perrys from all over the country and 
two dozen different wines as well as a range of about 80 bottled beers from around the 
world. All of the beers were in excellent condition (well, the ones I'd tried anyway) and 
were all consumed by an appreciative public by closing time on the Saturday night. 

 

LEEDS BEER FESTIVAL - A MUST FOR YOUR 2005 DIARY! 
                                                                                                Gus Manning 

HORSE & 
JOCKEY 

 

CHURCH LANE, SELSTON 
TEL. 01773 781012 

 

UP TO 6 CASK ALES 
2 FROM THE JUG 

 

Free House - the 14th  
Oldest Pub in Britain 

 

Lunches: Monday - Friday 
 

Hot Roast Cobs, Soup, Chips 
& Specials 

 

Good Beer Guide Entry 
2004 
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Mansfield Beer Festival 2004 
 

To Mansfield to Mansfield went my brother Jim 
To help at the Beer Festival, it gave him a grin, 
To set up the stillage, to put up the beer 
He must enjoy it, he goes every year. 
 
But my brother now wants some help you see 
He’s getting older with one wonky knee. 
The more folks that turn up and give him a hand 
The longer he’s got for the ale and the band. 

 
So go come to Mansfield and help my brother 
Jim 
Ease the effort and put the smile back in him. 
For if the festival is to run at all 
He needs help in the bars and the hall. 
 
Give him an hour or part of your day, 
Do it for free, there’s no rate of pay. 
Help the festival run and all will say 
“This is the best one in every way.” 
 

This little ditty is very true in every word - 
we really do need help at our festivals. Why 
not come along and give a bit of your time - 
at the set up, during the festival itself or at 
the take-down. Any help would be greatly 
appreciated. We run three events each year - 
Ashfield Beer Festival (February) at Kirkby 
in Ashfield, Mansfield Beer Festival (April) 
at Mansfield and the CAMRA Real Ale 
Tent at the Moorgreen Agricultural Show 
(August) at Watnall. Please come and help. We cannot offer any rates of pay - you 
do it for the fun of it!  

 
We can offer our helpers a good night out though. Anyone 
who helped at our festivals is invited to join us on the Friday 
evening for a trip to Newark Beer Festival on the 28th May. 
Free bus from anywhere within our branch area, free entry and 
at least one free drink - book your place as soon as possible.  

If You’re Ever in Bath 
 

You’ll be spoilt for choice of pubs offering good real ale 
and good food. Why not visit some pubs, which serve 
ales from the two local microbreweries, which have 
sprung up recently? 
 

Try The Star, 23 The Vineyards (becomes London Road) 
just a five minute walk northwest of the city centre. A 
listed building, The Star is also on the CAMRA National 
Inventory of Pub Interiors of Historical Interest. When 
you enter the wood panelled bars, time appears to have 
been frozen some decades ago. There are no food smells (none served here) or 
music in the background, just the sound of contented drinking and sometimes ani-
mated conversation (it is in Bath, after all!) 
 

The pub was famous for its Draught Bass, for many years the 
only draught beer sold there, prior to the recent takeover by 
Bath’s Abbey Brewery, whose restoration is imperceptible. In 
addition, Abbey Ale and guest ales are now available, and the 
pint of Star Ale (4.5%) I tried was most agreeable after a walk 
round the city centre.   

For a contrast, why not visit the Salamander, 3 John St, in the 
city centre! Originally an eighteenth century coffeehouse, Bath Ales converted it 
into a pleasant modern town centre pub in 2001. So there’s food available, and 
probably music, but they serve some cracking beers, in good condition, and the 
barmaids are the most attractive in the city! Several local ales and guest beers are 
always on tap, and my pint of Bellringer (4.5%) was in great form. The pub was 
the choice of several dozen local supporters after the Rugby finished, which added 
to the atmosphere, always a good sign! 
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May 4       Branch Meeting, Court House, Mansfield  
May 11     Beer Festival Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
May 18     Committee Meeting, Nags Head, Pleasley 
June 1       Branch Meeting, Fox & Hounds, Blidworth Bottoms 
June 8       Beer Festival Meeting, Railway Inn, Mansfield 
 

JUNE 22  BRANCH AGM, WESTFIELD HOTEL,  
                  MANSFIELD - 7.00 pm for 8.00 pm start 
 

The following dates are provisional and may change due to any 
committee changes at the AGM: 
July 6        Branch Meeting, Greyhound, Mansfield Woodhouse 
July 13      Beer Festival Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
July 20      Committee Meeting, Dixies Arms, Lower Bagthorpe 
Aug 3        Branch Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
Aug 10      Beer Festival Meeting, Railway Inn, Mansfield 
Aug 17      Committee Meeting, Clock Inn, South Normanton 

��������	��������	��������	��������	 ����CAMRA 

 

CAMRA 
MEETING 

HERE 
PLEASE 
JOIN US 

TUESDAY BRANCH 
MEETINGS 8.00 pm 

Please note - transport is available to ALL our Branch Meetings 
Available seats on our trips are limited, so book your place as soon as possible by calling the 
Soc. Sec. Trips are open to anybody who wishes to come along. Dates/venues may change so 
consult the latest What’s Brewing or call the Soc. Sec. The cost of a branch meeting or pub 
survey trip is £3. All other trips will be £5 or more - a £3 deposit is required for all trips.  

REGIONAL 
MEETINGS  

 Sat. 12th June 

12.00 - 4.00 pm  
Willy’s 

17 High Cliff Rd 
Cleethorpes 
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PROPOSED TRIPS/EVENTS 
Fri. 28th May - Beer Festival Helpers’ Trip to Newark Beer Festival 
Fri. 18th & Sat. 19th June - Weekend trip to Batemans Brewery 
3 - Day Trip to the 2004 G.B.B.F. - see page 6 for full details 

Newark's 9th 
Beer Festival  
 

Friday 28th May (11 am 
to 10 pm; Saturday 29th 
May (11 am to 10 pm) 

and Sunday 30th May (12 noon to 10 pm) 
Entrance to the event costs £3.50 (£2.50 
for CAMRA members) Entry includes a 
free festival glass and programme. 

Mansfield & Ashfield Branch AGM  
Nominations for committee posts are 
required. These must be signed by the 
proposer, seconder and the nominee 
showing his/her willingness to stand.  

Essential posts are: Chairman, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Membership Secretary & Pubs 
Officer. Other posts include Newsletter 
Editor, Publicity Officer, Beer Festival 
Organiser, Social Secretary, Local Guide 
Editor,  Webmaster and Young Members 
Coordinator 
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1st BOUNDARY BEER FESTIVAL  

    

Broadmeadows, South Normanton - Friday 4th to Sunday 6th June 2004 
OVER 20 BEERS, CIDERS & FRUIT WINES AVAILABLE 

See advert on page 5 for more details 

27th DERBY SUMMER BEER FESTIVAL    
 

Assembly Rooms, Derby - Wednesday 7th to Sunday 11th July 2004 

MALLARD BEER FESTIVAL    
 

Worksop Station, Worksop - Friday 23rd to Saturday 24th July 2004 
OVER 18 BEERS AVAILABLE 

GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL    
 

London Olympia - Tuesday 3rd to Saturday 7th August  
 

Trade session: Tuesday noon-5 pm (ticket only) 
Tuesday 5-10.30 pm (Members £5, Non-members £6) 
Wednesday to Friday 12 noon-10.30 pm (Members £5, 
Non-members £6) 
Saturday 11 am-7 pm (Members £4, Non-members £5) 

MOORGREEN SHOW 2004 
Sunday 29th & Monday 30th August 

 

Moorgreen Show Ground 
Watnall 

 

Come along to the show 
and visit the CAMRA 

Real Ale Tent  

 

Reduced entry fee for CAMRA 
members CAMRA Bar at the 2003 Show 


