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Live Music 
May 7 

Congeroo 
May 14 

Old School 
May 21 

Adhesive 
May 28 

Three Legged 
Cats 

 

June 4 
Red Mile Blues 

Band 
June 11 

VSP 
June 18 

Treebirds 
June 25 

Pugma Ho 

 

July 2 
Idle Hands Blue 

July 9 
Screaming Hawk 

July 16 
Unforgiven 

July 23 
X-IT 

July 30 
Them Damn  

Dingoes 
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Pub of the Season - see page  14 

Supported by: 

C A M R A 

FEATURES:                    13 - Leadmill Brewery   22 - Royal Oak                
Page 2 - What’s On                           & Pub Company             The Hay Beer Festival 
3 - The Hawthorns                     17 - Ode to Ale               24 - Staff of Life 
4 - Bottle Conditioned Beers     18 - Newstead Beer        26 - Who’s who 
5 - Branch AGM Details                   Festival                   27 - Join CAMRA 
6 - Many Happy Returns, etc            More Congratulations         
7 - GBBF + Competition           19 - Rail Ale Festival 
8 - Devonshire Arms                 20 - Pubs Officer’s Corner 

FREE COPY - PLEASE TAKE ONE 
Over 4000 copies of this newsletter  

are produced by the Mansfield  
& Ashfield Branch of the  

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE          

MOORGREEN AGRICULTURAL SHOW 2006  
Saturday 26th to Monday 28th August 2006 - CAMRA real ale tent with over 40 

beers, lagers, ciders and fruit wines. More details in Autumn issue  
Evening entertainment on Saturday and Sunday in the real ale marquee 

SUMMER 2006        The 
MOSS 

COTTAGE 
at 

RIPLEY  

ADVANCED NOTICE 
Mansfield Beer & Cider Festival 2007 at the 

NEW VENUE of Mansfield Town Football Club 
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Please Note: These are proposed venues which may change - 
consult the latest What’s Brewing to check. 
 

May 2          Branch Meeting, Greyhound, Mansfield Woodhouse 
May 9          Beer Festival Meeting, Station Hotel, Newstead 
May 16        Committee Meeting, Black Bull, Blidworth 
June 6          Branch Meeting, Stables Bar, Leadmill Brewery 
June 20     Branch AGM, Staff of Life, Sutton in Ashfield 
July 4          Branch Meeting, Devonshire Arms, S. Normanton - 
                    this meeting will involve the Spring Pub of the Season 
                    presentation and voting for the Summer winner. 
July 18        Committee Meeting, Horse & Jockey, Selston 
Aug. 1         Branch Meeting, Bold Forester, Mansfield 
Sep. 5          Branch Meeting, Horse & Groom, Linby 

��������	��������	��������	��������	 ����
CAMRA 

 

CAMRA 
MEETING 

HERE 
PLEASE 
JOIN US 

TUESDAY MEETINGS  
All 8.00 pm start unless stated 

REGIONAL 
MEETING 

 Sat. 10th Jun.   
12 noon  

Fox & Crown, 
Basford  

���������	
�����
��
Saturday, 17th June - Stamford  

July - Derby Beer Festival 
September - Theakston & Black 

Sheep Breweries 

����������	�� �
 

Brian Ward           14 Seater Mini Bus Hire 
Driver 

 
                             
                             
                  

Highland Hurst                    
81, Ball Hill  
South Normanton 
Derbyshire 
DE55 2EB                      
 

Phone: 
01773 778622 

 

All Functions Pubs, Clubs Airports, Coastal Runs, Corporate Events 
27 
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��� If you would like to advertise in this publication then contact the 
editor - the rates are: full page £68, half page £34, quarter page £17, (Special rates for 4  
adverts). Please note, Booze News is not a VAT registered concern. 

Booze News is copyright Mansfield & Ashfield Branch 
and CAMRA Ltd 2006.  
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 � �� This magazine is published by the Mansfield & Ashfield Branch of 
CAMRA. Any opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily endorsed by the 
editor or by CAMRA. BOOZE NEWS is printed by: Unwin Print, 5 New Hill, Farnsfield, 
Notts. NG22 8JN.  � 01623 882627: Evenings 01623 559667  �

   Deadline for Autumn edition:  
   20th June 2006  
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Chairman            David Brett, � 01773 778316      E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Secretary             Primoz Revill,  � 01773 742555     
 

Treasurer:            Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701       E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Beer Festival       Nigel Heathcote, � 01773 780727    
Coordinator         E-Mail: nigelheathcote@ntlworld.com 
 

Pubs Officer        Bobby Wells, � 01623 484701     
                            E-Mail: bobbyrew1@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Membership &    Justine Wilkinson , � 0115 953 6677  
Young Members E-Mail: jhwilkinson3011@yahoo.co.uk 
 

General Committee: 
              Jenny Woolliscroft, � 01773 776003         E-Mail: jennyjw@ntlworld.com 
 

                           Stuart Wells, � 01623 484701                   E-Mail: wells101uk@yahoo.co.uk 
 

                                     Steven Wells, � 0115 953 6677                 E-Mail: swells1705@yahoo.co.uk 
 

              Paul Wilson, � 0115 964 1435                  E-Mail: camraman@tiscali.co.uk 
 

	�	�������������  
Booze News     Brian Hayden,  � 01623 453148     E-Mail: brian.hayden@ntlworld.com 
                         120 Hill Crescent, Sutton in Ashfield, NG17 4JF 
 

Webmaster       Gus Manning, �  01623 471774      
                         E-Mail: gusinthepub@ntlworld.com 
 

Apple Rep        Ray Blockley  
                         E-Mail: ciderapple@ntlworld.com  
 

Publicity           Keith Wells,  � 01623 484701         
                         E-Mail: keith.l.wells@ntlworld.com 
 

Stillage             David Brett, � 01773 778316          
                         E-Mail: david.brett@ntlworld.com 
 

Vice Chairmen: Gus Manning & Keith Wells 

 

PLEASE NOTE - THESE POSITIONS MAY CHANGE DUE TO AT OUR AGM  

WEB SITE 
 
 

Why not visit 
our web  
site at:   

 

www.mansfieldcamra.org.uk 
or 

www.camra.org.uk/mansfield 

CAMRA HQ  
230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, 
Herts, AL1 4LW. 
�  01727 - 867201  
Web: www.camra.org.uk    
E-Mail: camra@camra.org.uk  
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THE HAWTHORNS, South Normanton 
 

Although open plan, the varying raised areas, side rooms, and 
areas hidden by the roof support pillars create very pleasingly 
segregated spaces, and the small dining area is separated from the 
lounge areas. 

For the Real Ale buffs, there are three real ales on hand, constantly varied, and for those 
who like their wines, no less than eight brands of wine are available, four on dispensers, 

four ‘on tap’. 
Thursday night is “steak night”, and quiz’s are held every Wednes-
day and Sunday. Meals are served every day from 12 to 3 pm, and 
6 pm to 9.30 pm, and there is a Sunday carvery from 12 to 5 pm. I 
have not sampled the cooking myself yet, but I have heard good 
reports. As the pub is open 11 am to 1 am seven days a week, at the 
Management’s discretion, you should find 

no pressure to “drink up”, but you can always give them a call to 
check! 
Full live Sky sports is available, so no need to miss your favourite 
matches, especially with World Cup imminent. Large groups are 
always welcome, and you are invited to celebrate your party with 
them.                                                    
                                                          Keith Lenthall Wells 

THE HAWTHORNS, SOUTH NORMANTON  
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Three Real Ales, ever changing, 
are complimented by a good  

selection of wine, four in  
dispensers, four ‘on tap’, plus  
the full range of bar facilities. 

�

'��(�&���
�)
(�
)
�*�(�*�
�������+�,��#(�-�+������. ����+��
�&�/�����#(�*�0��)
�*�1����
�����2�+� �

�

	/����#&$/��&����
����&$/����&�/�3�&45���
(�6���# �

�

'����7&)
���*��+������)�&����
� �

�

0
�
����
�*����+���*��&�/���8�$���+������*���
�!��
 �



4 

Bottled Conditioned-Yea or Nay? 
 

As usual, when I opened the plastic wrapping around my copy of ‘What’s Brewing’, the 
customary inserts fell out. Now these, after a cursory glance, usually end up in the recy-
cling bin 99 times out of a 100, but this time, for some reason, my attention was drawn to 
the leaflet from the new ‘ Beer Club of Britain’. In the past, despite liking the idea of hav-
ing beer delivered direct to my doorstep, I have decided against these offers, on the 
grounds of expense or commitment. But this time, after having read the leaflet, I decided 
to take the plunge and order their inaugural box - 20 bottles plus 4 free bottles for the first 
1000 applicants for £39.95 + p & p. There was no commitment to buying a certain number 
of cases; I was free to have as many or as few as I wanted. All I have to remember is to tell 
them if I don’t want a particular one (OK, I know that they are reckoning on you forgetting 
to do this, but what is the worse that could happen? I’d get a case of beer that perhaps I’d 
thought I didn’t really fancy but which might turn out to be not as bad as I’d anticipated. 
I’d force it down under the pretence or, who knows, reality of expanding my horizons).   
Having ordered it over the internet, I didn’t give it a second thought, until I arrived home a 
few days later to find a slip from ANC telling me that they were sorry to have missed me 
but my parcel had been left next door. It wasn’t until I tried to pick it up that I realised 
what it was. I carried it home with a child-like sense of anticipation. Having opened it I 
could admire my purchase: four bottles each of Kelham Island Pale Rider, Wadworth JCB, 
Ringwood Best Bitter, and the free ones were Bornhem Dubbel, St. Feuillien Blond and 
Gouden Carolus Triple. The last 3 were Belgian bottled conditioned beers and this brings 
me to the nub of my article: are bottled conditioned beers better than other bottled ones? 
This has to be, of course, a question of personal taste but all I have to go on is my personal 
taste, so here goes. I know that what separates real ale from the rest is that it continues to 
develop in the cask and that is what makes it such a diverse and wonderful product so, 
surely, that should hold true for beer in bottles too? Well, in my experience, no. Even with 
chilling and very careful pouring, my three Belgian beers, which, according to the tasting 
notes, should have been significantly different, ended up tasting very much the same. The 
reason? The very ingredient that is responsible for the existence of beer in the first place, 
namely the yeast. In a cask, due to its size and shape, the yeast can settle to the bottom and 
should not itself effect the taste or clarity of the final product: indeed if it does the beer is 
deemed not to be ready to serve. Now maybe a direct comparison between cask condi-
tioned and bottled conditioned beer should not be made, perhaps because it is a cultural 
thing, cask conditioned beer being more British and bottled conditioned beer being more 
mainland European. All I can go on are my taste buds. To my mind the yeast in the bottle 
totally dominates the taste to the extent that the ‘vinous character that balances sweetness 
with an intriguing hint of sour’ of the Bornem Dubbel or the ‘highly perfumed nose with 
notes of pine sap and mandarin oranges’ of the St. Feuillien Blond are completely sub-
merged beneath it. By contrast the ‘ zinging … hop resins and spices that perfectly balance 
the rich nutty vanilla and barley sugar character .. of the Wadworth’s JCB’ or the ‘tart or-
ange fruit, sappy malt and hop resins in the mouth…’ of the Ringwood Best Bitter are at 
least apparent (assuming that you are familiar with the tastes and smells used to describe 
them!) I would be very interested in hearing the views of other members on this. Is it tan-
tamount to heresy not to like bottled conditioned beers or to think that the process, far 
from improving the taste of the beer, actually masks it? The debate is on! 

Mike Holt 

STAFF OF LIFE  
West End  

Sutton in Ashfield 
Tel 01623 559500  

 

e-mail staff.oflife@btinternet.com  
                           

        Hours: Mon to Thurs 10.30 am to 3.30 pm, 5.00 pm to  11.00 pm;  
Fri to Sun 10.30 am to 3.30 pm, 5.00 pm to 11.30 pm  

These hours are subject to change during Summertime  and the 
World Cup.  

 

Meals are served 12 to 2.00 pm, seven days/week, 
and 5.00 pm to 8.00 pm evenings, except Sunday, 

either in the main lounge area, or by prior arrangement, 
in the separate restaurant/function room, which is  

available for private parties/functions/conferences etc. 
 

There is a separate area for non-smokers. 
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Complain to: Nottinghamshire C. C. Trading Standards Service, 
100 Chesterfield Road South, Dale Close, Mansfield, NG19 7AQ   

 �  01623 452005 Email mansfield.tss@nottscc.gov.uk 

�  �  

THE STAFF OF LIFE 
Sutton in Ashfield 

 

Originally built in 1894, in front of Smedley’s Corn 
Mill, the pub was so named as “Bread is the Staff of 
Life”. This warm and inviting off-town centre pub was 
extensively re-modelled in 1963, re-opening in Easter 
of that year. An ideal pub for regulars and visitors 
alike, especially welcomed are those who like to chat 
and  socialise in a more ‘laid back’ fashion.  

Although open plan, as with a lot of town centre pubs 
these days, there are sufficient ‘intimate’ areas created 
by clever use and positioning of seating, to satisfy 
most ‘privacy’ requirements. With the absence of 
gaming machines and loud music, conversation is pos-
sible without the need to shout. 
Two real ales, chosen from a list, a copy of which is 
hung in the main entrance hall, are well kept, and 
changed regularly. If you have a special favourite, and 
it’s on the list…ask! Bill Tomlinson is happy to try 
and meet such requests. 

Meals are available in the main lounge area, or a separate non-smoking area, although 
there is a separate dining/function room, which is also 
available for private hire at reasonable rates, with or 
without buffet, or meals from the menu. 
We enjoyed their hospitality on one of our “survey 
trips” (incidentally, why not join us on one of these? 
The bus is free, and you get to see different pubs, even 
if we have to pass some by as ‘no real ale!’), and 
found a packed house, with a DIY Sing a long in pro-
gress. Even this did not hinder conversation, as the 

music was muted to the 
needs of the many, and 
whilst enjoyable if you wished to listen, did not intrude. 
Summertime hours may vary from the norm, and provision 
is made for The World Cup. 
There are no fruit machines and no pool table, although 
there is a dart board in the public bar. In short, a friendly, 
restful and stress free drinking environment… 

 

Every town should have one!               Keith Lenthall Wells 
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GREAT BRITISH BEER FESTIVAL 2006  

The Great British Beer Festival will be hosted this year at Earls Court 
between the 1st – 5th August, following 14 successful years at London 
Olympia. Over 47,000 people attended last year’s ‘Showcase of British 
Beer’. This event has now outgrown the London Olympia venue and will 
move to Earls Court allowing us to offer more choice than ever before! 
Tony Jerome, CAMRA Marketing Manager said, “We are all looking forward to moving 
the Great British Beer Festival to Earls Court. We have had some very successful festivals 
at Olympia over the recent years and following last year’s record attendance we felt this 
was the idea time to move to a bigger venue. This success is a testament to how hard the 
1000 volunteers work at the Great British Beer Festival.” Over 700 beers from the smallest 
microbreweries and large regional brewers have been handpicked for visitors to try. More 
than ever before! These include golden and wheat beers, porters and  stouts, ciders, bitters, 
milds, bottled beers, perries and real lagers from all over the world. The festival is not only 
about the ale! You’ll also be able to enjoy food, live music, games, tombolas, quizzes and 
entertainment in the comfort of a family friendly atmosphere. 
Other Highlights  Family Room – all those under the age of 18 must remain in the Family 
Room throughout the festival and be supervised by a family member. Tutored Tastings – 
why not learn to appreciate the different tastes and flavours by attending one of our tutored 
beer tastings - but be warned - places sell out fast! Corporate Hospitality – for work clients 
or colleagues, we are able to offer a variety of packages to suit most tastes and budgets. 
Contact georgina.rudman@camra.org.uk  
For more up to date information on the Festival please visit - www.gbbf.org 
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AGENDA       Chairman’s Introduction 
                                                                           Members please complete our attendance sheet. 
                            Apologies for absence - as advised from the floor. 
                            Minutes of our last AGM held at the Amber Valley Rugby Club, June 06 
                            Copies are available - as circulated. Proposer and seconder required. 
                            Matters arising - if not covered by this agenda. 

Chairman’s Report - the branch workings today. 
Treasurer’s Report - Presentation of branch accounts. 
Branch Auditor’s Report on this year’s accounts - proposer and seconder required. 
Secretary - Committee nominations received. 

ELECTION OF THE COMMITTEE POSITIONS: 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Pubs Officer, Membership Sec. plus 6 General Members. 
ELECTION OF THE NON-COMMITTEE POSITIONS - these positions can be held 
by a committee member - Vice Chairman, Beer Festival’s Co-ordinator, Social Secretary, 
Young Members Officer, Web Master, Newsletter Editor and Publicity Officer. 

 

Two volunteers  are needed: 
For the sale of to-nights raffle tickets 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
   PERTINENT TO THIS MEETING      
CLOSE OF AGM MEETING   -   
THE BUFFET IS NOW OPEN 

MANSFIELD  & ASHFIELD CAMRA     
AGM NOMINATIONS 
 

POSITION: …………………………….. 
 
NOMINEE: …..…………………………    
 
PROPOSED BY: .………………………     
 
SECONDED BY: ……………………… 
 
ACCEPTED BY: ………………………     

If you wish to nominate a branch 
member to serve on the branch  

committee or any other position, you 
can use this form or anything similar. 
Please ensure that the nomination is 
received by the Branch Secretary.  

THE MANSFIELD & ASHFIELD BRANCH OF CAMRA INVITE ALL  BRANCH 
MEMBERS TO OUR 17th AGM 

THIS WILL BE HELD AT THE STAFF OF LIFE, SUTTON-IN-ASHFIELD ON 
 JUNE 20th AT 20:00 hrs - THE MEETING WILL COMENCE SHARP AT 20:30 

THE FULL AGENDA IS PRINTED BELOW  
FIRSTLY WE WILL BE REVIEWING THE PAST YEAR 
AND THEN ELECTING YOUR NEW COMMITTEE FOR 

THIS YEAR THROUGH TO 2007 
PLEASE RETURN YOUR COMMITTEE  

NOMINATIONS TO THE BRANCH SECRETARY 
PRIOR TO COMENCEMENT OF THE MEETING 

A BUFFET WILL BE PROVIDED 
A BRANCH BUS WILL BE AVAILABLE BUT MUST BE PRE-BOOK ED����

Branch AGM, Staff of Life, Sutton in Ashfield 

C A M R A 
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ROYAL OAK   
South Normanton 

Tel 01773 861337 
 

Hours: Mon to Sat 12 to 11.30 pm, Sun 12 to 11 pm 
 

Manager, Jackie Francis, and her friendly bar staff,  
welcome you to this atmospheric village pub, with its low oak 
beams, small intimate drinking areas, and central bar, which 

take you back almost to the old coaching inns of  
yesteryear. But despite its “Olde Worlde” appearance, this is a 
well run modern pub, catering for regulars and visitors alike. 

 

For Real Ale lovers, the locals favourite ‘Old Speckled Hen’, is 
well matched by three additional ever changing guest beers. 

 

This is a Free House, and suggestions for ales are welcomed.   
 

There are no meals or bar snacks served, other than the 
usual nuts and crisps 

 

 There are fruit machines and a juke box available, with a 
wide range of music to suit all tastes, though the regulars 

tend to favour the 60’s and 70’s!  

 

There is a darts board in the back room  
 

Quiz’s are held every Thursday, with the last  
Thursday in each month dedicated to music, when 

impromptu ‘Live Music Jam Sessions’ are also held. 
 

Saturday night is ‘KAROAKE’ NIGHT! 
 

Throughout the year special events will be arranged  
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THE ROYAL OAK, South Normanton 
 

Whilst there has been a Royal Oak Pub on this site for many 
years, the present owners, Mr & Mrs Jupe, have great faith in 
their present Manager, Jackie Francis, who oversaw the present 
refurbishment of what is now a very comfortable village pub, 
based on three rooms with a central featured bar. This is a delight 
of low oak beams, with a distinctive ‘Olde Worlde’ feel, but the 
bar is right up to date, with local’s favourite “Old Speckled Hen” 
being complimented by a further range of ever changing guest beers. A welcome Free 
House in this world of tied houses, local’s requests often result in new beers being tried. 

 

Although the purist CAMRA member might re-
gret the games machines, they do not usually in-
trude, and a ‘juke box’ is frequently heard, some-
times by Jackie, as background music; the regu-
lars tend to prefer the 60’s and 70’s, but we 
won’t mention their average age!! 

 

I n t i m a c y 
and privacy 
is achieved 

in the separate rooms, but sympathetic use of half 
walls leaves a pleasing open aspect.  

 
 

 
 
 
There are quiz’s every Thursday, with the 
last Thursday in each month being dedicated 
to music, featuring ‘impromptu jam ses-
sions’, with live music, Saturday Night is 
KARAOKE Night. Throughout the year 
special events are arranged, and the snug 
can be used for small private meetings, with 
prior arrangement (the regulars are very 
obliging, and will not intrude). Buffets can 
be provided for, by prior arrangement, al-
though food is not usually served, or avail-
able. 
 

Otherwise, it’s easy come, easy go, in a 
friendly, relaxing atmosphere, interrupted 
only by the occasional thud of the darts 
games. Last one out close the door gently! 
                                                         
                                 Keith Lenthall Wells 

THE HAY  
Main Road (A61) Shirland 

01773 835383 
 

2nd MINI BEER FESTIVAL 
A FESTIVAL OF  

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 
BEERS 

12th, 13th & 14th MAY 
Back By Popular Demand - 
Authentic Cornish Pasties 

Fri. 4.30 - Midnight, Sat. 12.00 - 
Midnight, Sun. 12.00 - 11.00 pm 

UPHOLDING THE  
BRITISH TRADITION  

7 
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Will you please help us? With over 250 pubs in our area, it is very hard to keep track. 
Please let us know of anything which ought to be reported.  

THE DEVONSHIRE ARMS 
SOUTH NORMANTON 

 

Despite six years of desolation, Tricia and her husband 
Bill, have worked miracles, and together with family, 
friends and regulars from the Hawthornes, which they 
used to manage, have transformed this former 1784 
village pub into a wonderful establishment, filled with side rooms, front rooms, hide away 
rooms, dining rooms, cosy snugs and enough space to dazzle even Alice in Wonderland. 
Comfortable leather settees, upholstered dining chairs to sink into, and well-stocked bars 

make this a most welcoming environment. Three real ales are 
usually available, and the meals in the dining room are superb. 
Bobby, Stuart, David Brett and myself sampled a lunch time 
meal there recently, and we were struggling just to finish a 
main course. And despite a very full menu, Tricia was still able 
to rustle me up a meal I specially wished for, which though not 
on the menu, or a specials board, as 
she had the items in stock, was quite 

happy to prepare! With good car parking at the rear and hours ex-
tended to accommodate a good drinking session, without the need 
for hasty ‘binge’ drinking, this is the way a pub should be run. 
Relaxing, comfortable, pleasant surroundings; good real ale; good 

real food; television if you want it, in a 
room that’s not “in your face” if you don’t; you could hardly be 
better off at home! Look at these photos, and then see for your-
selves. 
Go on, spoil yourselves, and have a good time down at the 
Devonshire Arms, South Normanton….You know it makes 
sense!!     

        Keith Lenthall Wells 
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THE  SHEPHERDS REST  
LOWER BAGTHORPE 

NOTTS 
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This is a traditional English village pub, serving 
both “Real Ales”, and “Real Home-Cooked 
Food”, from our resident chef, Phil Reid. 

 

Ed. and Patricia Clarke extend a warm  
welcome to friends old and new. 

… has recently taken over; he has kept Old Speckled Hen as a regular, it being a beer 
which the locals like, and added M & B Mild (the latter is selling very well and he may 
also keep this on as a regular). I personally hope he does, because I like Mild and would 
like to see it sold in more pubs, but enough about my personal taste. We then moved on to 
Huthwaite and were disappointed to find the White Lion had no real ale; last time we vis-
ited it, we found very good quality beer. A new landlord has taken over, and he had only 
been in 8 days so hopefully he will have real ale on when I next visit, perhaps spurred on 
by the fact that a minibus party walked in and walked out without buying a drink! From 
there we travelled towards Sutton stopping on the way at the Travellers Rest (Marston’s 
Pedigree, Double Barrel and a guest were on offer), the Hardy and Hansons pubs, Duke of 
Sussex and The Snipe, were both serving Fatal Distraction as one of their beers. Finally we 
arrived in Sutton; the Wetherspoons pub, The Picture House, had 7 beers and  2 ciders 
(Weston Old Rosie and Organic); the prices were definitely the cheapest found. The Mar-
ket Tavern is now serving real ale and the landlord is keen to support CAMRA . We fin-
ished our “pub crawl”  (sorry survey trip) at the Staff Of Life (Theakstons X B, Abbot and 
2 guests were enjoyed. Our A.G.M. is to be held here in June .                                                        
We have so far found 55 pubs with real ale and need to support our landlords; we are  con-
tinuing to visit all  the pubs in our area; these trips are by mini bus, free to members, on a 
first come first served basis. We will be visiting South Normanton, Pinxton, Selston, 
Ravenshead, Blidworth, Annesley, Kirkby, Shirebrook and the outskirts of Mansfield over 
the next few months. If you wish to come along Contact me, Bobby Wells Pubs Officer, 
on 01623 484701 or bobbyrew1@yahoo.co.uk  
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MOSS COTTAGE 
Hotel & Restaurant 

 

Nottingham Road, Ripley 
DE5 3JT   Tel. 01773 742555 

 

SUPERB CHOICE OF 
QUALITY REAL ALES 

 

Multi-functional room can accommodate up to 50 
people for birthday parties, weddings, conferences, 

funerals and wakes 
 

Whether it be an informal buffet or a formal wedding  
breakfast the Moss Cottage Hotel can cater for your needs 
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Having been picked up by the minibus we set off on our  planned  survey trip to Warsop 
and Mansfield Woodhouse. On arriving in the centre of Warsop we all disembarked and 
set off in different directions to visit the pubs in Warsop; this did not take many minutes 
because disappointedly no pubs were found which sold real ale .The excuse for no longer  
selling it was generally the same “there’s no call  for it”, or “we can’t sell it”, but judging 
by the number of customers in the pubs they weren’t selling anything else either. We then 
all boarded the bus and headed towards Mansfield Woodhouse, stopping on the way at the 
Gate Inn where we had our first drink of the evening. On arriving at Mansfield Wood-
house the Park Hall Tavern was serving Mansfield Cask, then on to the Star Inn where 
Tetleys is a regular and three guests were available: Bath Spar, St Austell Tinners and 
Marstons Old Empire. Feeling considerably refreshed, we then finished up the evening at 
the Greyhound: 5 real ales were available plus one mild all in very good condition. The 
evening ended up on a definite high point after a disappointing start and everyone had the 
opportunity to drink 11 different real ales. 
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We started this trip at the Miners Arms, Blackwell Road, Huthwaite - a pub which I hadn’t 
visited for over a year and which many of you will remember as Gregorys. A new landlord 
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THE DEVONSHIRE 
ARMS  

South Normanton 
 

Tel. 01773 810748  
web Site www.the-devonshire-arms.co.uk 

 

Hours: Sun to Thurs 11.00 am to 1.00 am; Fri/Sat 11.00 am to 2.00 am 
 

Tricia and Bill welcome you to The Devonshire Arms, a  
Traditional village pub, with a friendly atmosphere,  

in the heart of South Normanton 
 

Located just a mile from M1 Junction 28, we are within easy 
reach from Mansfield, Derby and Chesterfield. 

 

At the gateway to the Peak District, you can enjoy a  
refreshing drink with friends, a family meal, 

or an organised function. 
 

A variety of beers, wines and spirits are served by friendly 
bar staff, which include Green King Abbots cask ale, plus 

two additional guest ales. 
 

Facilities include ample car parking at the rear of the pub, 
disabled access and toilets. 

 

The full food menu is now available, and if you fancy  
something special, which you cannot see on the menu…

ask! .. If it’s available Tricia will try to oblige ! 
 

Regrettably, debit/credit cards cannot be accepted at this 
time. We apologise for any inconvenience. 

 

Please note that children under 16 are allowed up to 9.00 pm. 
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2nd Beer Festival for Newstead  
 

Following the success of last year’s first attempt, Newstead Welfare will be holding a 
second beer festival in July this year. 
The inaugural event, timed to coincide with the annual “Treefest”, saw 20 beers 
offered, all from Nottinghamshire breweries, along with ciders and fruit wines. 
This year’s beers from farther a-field will be on sale, together with an increased 
selection of ciders and fruit wines. Friday evening will be a quiet session fpr those 
who like a pint 
and conversation. 
  

For further details, 
contact Ronnie 
Needham on 
0776 211 4490 
 

Newstead Miners 
Welfare,  

Tilford Road,  
Newstead Village,  

Nottingham, 
NG15 OBS 
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Admission: £2 per session, free for CAMRA 
members    (free to all Sunday) 
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Saturday evening – entertainment provided 
by Newstead Welfare Brass Band 
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Keep an eye on what’s happening at our web site www.oldpoets.co.uk or phone us on 01246 590888 

At Least SIX REAL ALES on hand pump plus up to FIVE REAL CIDERS 
straight from the cellar, FRUIT WINES, BELGIAN BOTTLED BEERS, SINGLE 

MALTS & GOOD QUALITY WINES  

· Folk/Blue Grass or Cajun Music every Sunday Night 
· Jam Nite 1st Tuesday, Poetry nite 2nd Tuesday each month plus 
· Open Acoustic Session on all the remaining Tuesdays 
· Quiz every Wednesday night @ 9.15 plus Snowball currently at 

£200+ 

 CHESTERFIELD CAMRA  
2004 WINTER 

PUB OF THE SEASON��
�����������	�
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 Hours of Opening 
 

Mon to Thurs – 12 till 2:30 
Then 5:00 till 11:00pm 

 

Open all day on Friday, 
Saturday & Sundays 

 

 Home Cooked Food 
available every session. 

Carvery Sunday Lunch till 
3:30pm. 

Order your own takeaway 
on Sunday evening. 
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HORSE & JOCKEY 
 

CHURCH LANE, 
SELSTON 

TEL. 01773 781012 
 

UP TO 9 CASK 
ALES - 2 FROM 

THE JUG  
 

Free House - the 14th 
Oldest Pub in Britain 

 
 
 

Open 12 to 3 & 5 to 11; Sunday 12 to 3 & 7 to 10.30 

Good Beer Guide Entry 2006 
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The Old Reindeer is open 12noon to 11pm, seven days a week. 
 

(An extension to these hours may be operated at the Landlords 
discretion) 
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CAN’T GET TO OUR  MEETINGS?   
Make sure we have your e-mail on our 

secretary’s data base. Meetings and 
planned trips info will be sent to you. 

Many Thanks to: Ringwood Brewery, 
Batemans Brewery and to Aizlewoods of 

Mansfield for their sponsorship at this 
year’s Mansfield Beer & Cider Festival.  

 

Many Happy Returns to:  
Sue Robinson (20th April), Steven Wells 
(17th May), John Barrows (21st May), 

Brian Farmilo (31st May),  
John Woolliscroft (27th June), Helen 

Manning (22nd July), Gus Manning (26th 
July) and Neil Cook (29th August) 

 

Congratulations on your  
anniversary go to:  

John & Nicole Barrows (3rd May), Brian 
& Maureen Hayden (11th May) and John 

& Celia West (7th Aug) 
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School Road, Lower Bagthorpe, Notts 
Telephone:  01773 810505 

 

A traditional 16 th Century Public 
House set in superb countryside  

surroundings. 
 

An excellent selection of quality beers, wines and spirits. 
 

A good choice of real ale and guest ales every week. 
 

Live music every Saturday from 9pm 
 

Beer garden to rear with children’s play area. 
 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits all. 
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High Street, Mansfield Woodhouse.   
Tel. 01623 464403. 

 

Always 5 Traditional Ales  
 

Quiz Night on Mondays 
and Wednesdays 

 

Very Friendly Atmosphere                
Lounge and Tap Room 

 

CAMRA   
Good Beer Guide Entry 2006 

 

Winter 2003 Pub of the Season  
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·  Free survey of premises, giving ad-
vice on best hygiene procedures 

 
·  Tailor made pest & vermin contracts 

for the control of rodents and insects 
 
·  Call out facility available with 24 hour 

Ants & Wasps 
From £30  

per treatment 

Pestex 
Pest & Vermin Control Specialists 

 

01773 710005 
 

or Freephone 0800 096 9994 
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Leadmill Brewery and Leadmill 
Pub Company - A Potted History 

 

Richard Creighton’s interest in brewing started a few 
years ago, but it was when living with Roger and 
Frances, on their rabbit farm in Tutbury, having left 
Sheffield University where he was studying Town 
Planning, that this moved on a pace. The personnel 
Manager for Inde Coope was staying temporarily in a 
caravan on their land, and he and Richard became 
friends, which ultimately resulted in Richard joining Inde Coope, where he worked in all 
departments, learned the trade side of brewing, including barrelling.  

Later he moved to Denby Pottery and, whilst living at 
Selston, started his first commercial micro brewery, in Feb 
1999, using an 18-gallon home brewing plant. This gradu-
ated in August to a 2-barrel plant, enabling five brews to be 
made each week. But he was looking for new premises to 
upgrade to a 10-barrel plant. Brewing at this time took 
place in a converted pig sty behind a 200 year old cottage. 
Richard eventually moved to Park Hall Stables, where the 
present brewery is situated, and gradually increased his 

brewing capacity, and range of beers. In 2002, the 
whole family joined with Richard, as they had great 
faith in his products; Tracy, his sister, took over 
admin and sales, and everyone began to look for a 
retail outlet to purchase. In late 2002, with nothing 
secured, Richard decided to convert the stables at 
Denby Park Hall, into a bar with full on licence. The 
main idea was, however, to find and run a village 
pub. Roger took over running the bar temporarily, to 
allow Richard to concentrate on his brewing, in Feb 
2003, and shortly after this, the Leadmill Pub Company was formed - this involved the 
whole family, leaving the brewery in Richard’s sole charge. The new Stables bar really 
took off at Easter 2003. The storage container quickly followed, prompted by a very hot 
summer, for cooling, for storage and for dispensing the beer. 
Rumours were heard about the Old Oak Inn at Horsley Woodhouse, which seemed ideal to 
the fledgling Pub Co. and ultimately resulted in the thriving pub seen today. The Old Oak 

Inn was threatened by demolition and redevelopment, but 
following action by the local community, it was rescued 
by the Leadmill Pub Company. It gradually came to life, 
piece by piece during Oct 2003, with the bar first, quickly 
followed by the cellar, and gradually individual rooms 
were re-established.  
A brief incursion was made in to a second venture, at the 
King William, Milford, but whilst it was met with much... 
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PUB OF THE SEASON 
Congratulations to the Old Reindeer at Edingley for being voted the Mansfield & Ashfield 
Branch Winter Pub of the Season. The presentation took place on 4th April at the Branch 
Meeting. Pictured on the front cover are Rob and Gina Joseph being presented with the 
certificate by Branch Chairman David Brett. The vote for the Spring Pub of the Season 
took place and this resulted in the Devonshire Arms, South Normanton being declared the 
winner. Our July Branch Meeting will be held here when the presentation will take place 
and also the voting for the Branch Summer Pub of the Season. 

… acclaim by locals and visitors, it proved not to be viable 
in the long term, but gave experience and impetus to the 
family, to enrich their present venture. 

 

The Stables Bar has undergone a coat of fresh paint, and 
looks very pleased with itself, and is still a favourite bar 
with locals and visitors, with its memorabilia, and harks 
back to bygone days of sawdust floors, and restful days with 
a good pint or three after a hard days work. Well worth a 
visit, and I’m sure you’ll go back time and time again. It’s the Brewery ‘tap’, carries 12 
real ales, mostly Leadmill, but with regular guests, and the full range of Gales fruit Wines. 
Real traditional cider is frequently available. 

 

The Old Oak has developed into a wonderfully rambling collection of individualistic 
rooms, and hidey holes, meeting every need of the adventurous and tradition loving 
drinker. This family owned pub, under the watchful eyes of 
Roger and Frances, has become one of the most favoured 
watering holes in the local community as well as amongst 
travellers from far and near. Deservedly featured in the 
Good Beer Guide 2006, the emphasis is on real ale, well 
kept and well served, coming mainly from the Leadmill 
Brewery, but with regular guest beers also. Nine real ales 
are regularly available, again with the full range of Gales 
Fruit Wines, but also with full Pub Bar Facilities. Bar snacks 
are available, with home made cobs as special favourites. 
Traditional log fires in two rooms, are supplemented by a wood burning stove in the cov-
ered courtyard, an area which is regularly the venue for beer festivals. Traditionalists will 
favour the absence of gaming machines and piped, and this is truly a pub to relax in and 
enjoy conversation. Roger and Frances operate a policy of live and let live, and although 
high standards of conduct are required, and met, everything is 
so laid back you don’t notice this. 
In short, if you are looking for a warm, enjoyable evening, in 
the company of good friends old or new, look no further. Eve-
ryone is made to feel welcome, by staff and regulars alike. 
Good conversation abounds, and you might even be favoured 
by the local “choir” accompanied on one of the various guitars 
in evidence, or by impromptu offerings by ‘guests’. Join in, 
have fun, it’s free and you won’t regret it.                                            Keith Lenthall Wells 
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The Leadmill Brewery & The Leadmill Pub Company 

Hours: Old Oak, Horsley Woodhouse: Mon to Wed 4 pm to 11 pm; 
Thurs/Fri 3 pm to 11 pm; Sat 12 to 11 pm; Sun 12 to 10.30 pm 

Stables Bar, Denby: Fri 5 to 11 pm; sat 12 to 11 pm; Sun 12 to 10.30 pm 
  
OLD OAK … Rescued from demolition and re-development by the Leadmill Pub 
Company, following action by the local community, during Oct 2003, this idyllic, 
traditional village pub gradually came to life, piece by piece, under the watchful 

eyes of Roger and Frances, “Mine Hosts”; this truly family-owned pub has  
become one of the most favoured ‘watering holes’ in the local community and 

amongst travellers far and wide. Featured in the CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2006, 
it showcases NINE REAL ALES, from the Leadmill Brewery, together with 
regular ‘Guest Beers’, and the full range of Gales fruit wines. Bar snacks are 

available, from fresh-made cobs, to pork pie, pork scratchings and the usual nuts 
and crisps. Three separate rooms give more than adequate space for cosy chats, or 

group get-togethers and an ‘inner courtyard’ hosts regular pub Beer Festivals. 
There is good car parking adjacent. ONE NOT TO MISS!  

 

STABLES BAR …Situated at Park Hall, Denby, this bar harks back to the ‘good 
old days’ of “spit & sawdust” pubs; remove the former, and you have a memora-
bilia bar of byegone days, when the pace of life was slower, and good real ale 

could be enjoyed by all. The original stables have been cleverly used to create a 
homely real ale bar, as “Brewery Tap”, again showcasing Leadmill Brewery range 

of beers, plus many guest beers. Usually 12 real ales on hand pumps, plus at 
least one traditional cider and the full range of Gales Fruit Wines. Bar snacks, 
including home made cobs, and pork pies, are usually available. This is not a pub, 
so not all bar facilities are available, i.e. trendy drinks, full range of spirits etc., but 

it is a true delight for the lovers of real ale. 

 

CAR PARKING IS AVAILABLE BUT PLEASE OBSERVE THE NOTICES! 
IN THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2006 AND DERBY CAMRA PUB OF 

YEAR 2004 & 2005 
TRY IT ONCE AND YOU’LL BE BACK TIME AND TIME AGAIN 


